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by Bonnie MacPherson 
Nominations for the upcoming 
municipal election opened May 1. 

Current Clearview Township Ward 
5 councillor Marty Beelen is the 
first to announce his intention to run 
for deputy mayor in this October’s 
municipal election. 

Beelen is a long time resident of 
the New Lowell area. Beelen has a 
degree in chemical engineering from 
University of Waterloo. He is retired, 
has been married 38 years and has two 
children and four grandchildren. 

During his first term on council, he 
served on the board of directors for 
Brentwood Hall, Creemore Station on 
the Green, and the Huronia West OPP 
Detachment. 

He said he is proud of the fact that 
the current council managed to keep 
tax increases low, and especially proud 
of his role in getting a four-way stop at 
County Road 9 and Centre Line Road. 
His priority for the upcoming term will 
be to see the water servicing project 
completed on time and on budget. 

“I think to be an effective deputy 
mayor we need someone familiar with 
what’s going on both in the township 
and at the county,” said Beelen.

Incumbent Deputy Mayor Paul Van 
Staveren says he has not yet decided 
whether to seek another term, pending 
discussions with his family.

Others who have declared their 
intention to run this fall are Melanie 
Walters and Robert Thomas vying 
to become councillor in Ward 5 and 
Ken Walker, seeking a council seat 
in Ward 4.

Incumbent public school trustee 
Brandy Rafeek, current chair of 
the Simcoe County District School 
Board, will seek reelection and Eric 
Lapointe will run for a seat on the 
French Public School Board. 

by Trina Berlo 
A notice was posted on May 1 for a new 
condominium development at 7582 
County Road 9 in Creemore.

On behalf of the landowners, 
Innovative Planning Solutions has 
applied for an amendment to the 
Township of Clearview’s Official Plan 
and Zoning Bylaw to eventually allow 
for condominium townhouses.

A conceptual site plan shows 34 
two-storey standard townhouse units; 
48 three-storey standard townhouse 
units; 34 three-storey back-to-back 
townhouse units; in addition to eight 
single detached units outside of the 
condo area.

The purpose of the application 
is to change the property’s land use 
designation from future development 
to residential, and rezone portions of 
the lands from development area to 
residential multiple low density and 
multiple medium density exception 
zones, along with recreational lands.

Other features of the proposed 

condominium townhouse development 
include a private condominium road 
network, a private amenity area with an 
underground stormwater management 
tank, and 232 parking spaces, including 
17 on-street visitor spaces and seven 
barrier-free on-street visitor spaces.

The property is owned by a numbered 
company, 2826878 Ontario Inc. – a 
Mississauga based company with 
officers listed as Greg Parsons and 
David Ciekiewicz. 

The subject lands are occupied by 
a stone house that is set back from 

the road, two storage sheds and a 
barn. The Jardine homestead was also 
recognizable for the large boat that 
was built by Donald ‘Doc’ Jardine. It 
was moved by his son Todd Jardine 
in 2021, after the sale of the property. 
Doc died in 2003 but left his mark on 
Creemore as the developer of Jardine 
subdivision at the top of town. It was 
after the death of his wife Laura in 2020 
that the house was sold.

The irregular shaped six-hectare 
property on County Road 9 has 
frontage on both Collingwood Street 
and Fairgrounds Road South.

The proposed amendments will be 
the topic of a public meeting at town 
hall this month. The May 27 public 
meeting begins at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Township of Clearview Administration 
Centre, located at 217 Gideon St., in 
Stayner.

A p o s t  o n  t h e  C r e e m o r e 
Caremongering Facebook page has 
already garnered a fair amount of 
opposition. 

Don Beaulieu photo 

DUCK RACES Clear View Electric won the corporate title at the Stayner Kinsmen Duck Race on May 2. The 
UFO design flew down Lamont Creek as if it were on a cushion of air. Tim Hortons was in the lead for some time, 
but, somewhere in a tight meander, the Clear View Electric duck from outer space found its guidance thrusters, 
took advantage of the sling-shot effect of an eddy in the middle if the course, moving up and eventually taking the 
lead. More coverage on page 7.

Townhouse condos on the horizon

Race is on: 
Beelen runs for 
deputy mayor

Staff photo: Trina Berlo

The stone farmhouse at 7582 
County Road 9.



CalendarCOMMUNITY Submit your community events
sales@creemore.com
phone: 705-466-9906

fax: 705-466-9908

Friday, May 8
•	 Dunedin Swag night. Come meet the locals, 

come be a local. Wear or buy Dunedin swag to 
support the community hall. New design to be 
revealed. 19+ event, cash bar, 7 p.m. Facebook @
dunedinvillagehall. 

Saturday, May 9
•	 The New Lowell United Church community yard 

sale from 8 a.m. to noon at 5227 County Rd. 9, 
New Lowell.

•	 Creemore Horticultural Society Mother’s Day 
Floral Fundraiser from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Creemore Village Green. One of a kind floral 
arrangements for mother’s day. All funds support 
beautifying the village.

•	 Stayner Collegiate Institute annual plant sale in 
the greenhouse at the school from 9 a.m. to noon. 
7578 Highway 26, Stayner. Cash only.

•	 Kate Gur at the Stayner Legion. Don’t miss this 
show from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. All shows no cover, 
just great music.

•	 The 39th annual Ramp Romp at the Singhampton 
Community Centre. Dine on luscious leeks, pork, 
veggies and pie served from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Adults, $25; students, $20; under 12, $12; under 
six, free. Cash only bar. No advanced ticket sales. 
Contact singhamptonhall@gmail.com.

•	 Creemore Springs hosts Turas Mor, a community 
focused gravel cycling event for eccentric, 
adventurous cycling enthusiasts, celebrating 
small town hospitality and fresh beer. 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Visit Creemore Springs Brewery, www.
creemoresprings.com/en-CA/turas-mor for more 
information.

•	 The Camphill 40th Anniversary and spring fair at 
Novalis Hall, 7841 4th Line, Angus, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Features beautiful handcrafted Camphill 
items, an art and photo exhibit reflecting 40 years 
of community life, and a shared community art 
project

Sunday, May 10
•	 Mother’s Day Breakfast at the Manito Shrine 

Club from 8 a.m. to noon. Adults, $20; children 
under 12, $5. 2265 Fairgrounds Rd., Collingwood.

•	 Clearview Ministerial is hosting a spring 
community concert at 7 p.m. at Centennial 
United Church in Stayner. Free-will offering 
with proceeds going to the Ministerial to support 
community outreach.

Monday, May 11
•	 Creemore Union Cemetery’s annual meeting will 

be held at St. John’s United Church, Creemore, at 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 12
•	 Pub Trivia Night takes place every Tuesday 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Old Mill House Pub, 
141 Mill St., Creemore. A $10 cover includes 
entry, answer sheets and a chance to win prizes. 
For more information, call 705-466-5244, visit 
theoldmillhousepub.com, or join the Pub Trivia 
Facebook group.

•	 Excited or curious about sustainable building? 
Come to High Performance Design Meets Boots 
on the Ground, a networking and education 
event about building a better future. Presented 
by Passive Buildings Canada, Evolve Builders 
Group Inc. and Clearview Sustainability Network. 
Tickets and info: passivebuildings.ca/events.

Wednesday, May 13
•	 Centennial United Church hosts a fish dinner 

from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Fresh fish from Georgian 
Bay with all the trimmings and assorted pies for 
dessert. Dine in and take out. Pre-order by Sunday, 
May 10 by emailing fundraisers@ucstayner.ca or 
call Valerie at 705-422-1201.

Thursday, May 14
•	 The Stayner Garden Club’s 10th Annual Tulip 

Festival from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Rain date: 
Friday, May 15) at Fountain Park, Stayner (Hwy 
26 and Oak St.)

•	 Beer and Books with John Ota at Creemore 
Springs Brewery from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
John Ota presents The Dining Room, a lively 
journey through iconic dining rooms worldwide. 
For more info visit Curiosity House Books at 
curiosityhousebooks.com/events or hello@
curiosityhousebooks.com. Tickets are $25.

Saturday, May 16
•	 Mixed Grove performs from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

All shows no cover, just great music. $5. Legion 
beers and hot dogs during the show. Come out and 
support your local Legion. Everyone welcome. 
You don’t have to be a member to attend. Just take 
your hat off at the door.

•	 Centennial United Church trunk and table sale. 
An unconventional yard sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
234 William Street, Stayner. Email: fundraisers@
ucstayner.ca or call Geoff at 519-546-3991 to rent 
a spot in our parking lot – $20 to sell junk out of 
your trunk or rent a spot in the church for $30 and 
sell treasures off of your table. Everyone welcome.

May 16-17
•	 Art sale by Jody Buda/Bowle-Evans at her studio 

(being turned into a rentable apartment shortly) 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. located at 1818 Nottawasaga 
Conc. Line 6 S Glen Huron – .5 miles north of 
Smithdale or 4 km south of Hwy 91 on west side – 
tel 705-466-6337. All money raised will be sent to 
MSF (doctors without borders) either directly by 
the buyer or by Jody.

Saturday, May 23
•	 Creemore Farmers’ Market opening day from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Station on the Green parking 
lot. 

•	 Local musician Wayne Fennell performs at the 
Stayner Legion from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. All shows no 
cover, just great music. $5. Legion beers and hot 
dogs during the show. All welcome.

•	 The Creemore Echo’s 25th birthday celebration 
at the Creemore Village Green from 10 a.m. to 
noon. 

•	 Seven Years at Sea: A Family’s Voyage Around 
the World: A fireside conversation, 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., Mansfield Outdoor Centre - Pine 
River Café. Join Michael Buratynksy and 
Cornelia Manske as they share the incredible 
story of setting sail with their three children to 
circumnavigate the globe. $20+ tax includes 
admission, baked goods, coffee and tea. Register 
at www.mansfieldoutdoorcentre.ca/event/seven-
years-at-sea/ events@mansfieldoutdoorcentre.ca.

Thursday, May 28
•	 2026 Municipal Election Candidate and Third 

Party information session presented by the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing at 5:30 
p.m., Clearview Township council chambers.

Friday, May 29
•	 Trivia on the Green gives you a chance to test your 

general and local knowledge with friends, family 
and neighbours. Rain or shine, cash bar opens at 
6:30 p.m. and questions start at 7 p.m. Maximum 
of six people per table. Tickets at ticketscene.ca.

Saturday, May 30
•	 Stayner Garden Club plant sale from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. at the Stayner arena. Cash only.
•	 Mad and Noisy Quilt Group is celebrating 25 

years of tea parties, quilts and friendship with a 
tour and tea party. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pick up a 
passport at Creemore Log Cabin. $10 per person.

•	 Stayner Lawn Bowling Club’s open house at 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. A free introduction to lawn bowling, 
just wear your running shoes. 205 Ontario St., 
south of Hwy 26. For more information visit www.
staynerlawnbowlingclub.ca.

Tuesday, June 2
•	 Escarpment Corridor Alliance’s Annual 

Community Update from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the The 
Marsh Street Centre, 187 Marsh St., Clarksburg. 
Special guest speaker is Mike Hendren, executive 
director of Ontario Conservation Accelerator. Visit 
eca-community-update-event.raiselysite.com for 
more information.

Saturday, June 6
•	 The Creemore Collective clothing exchange from 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Station on the Green. Fill a 
bag for $10, or by donation. For more information, 
visit www.creemorecollective.ca.

•	 Save the date: The GNE’s Steak Dinner at the 
GNE Fairgrounds. Cocktails start at 6 p.m. dinner 
at 7 p.m. Dance the night away to music from the 
50’s and 60’s with music by “A Touch of Vinyl.” 
Tickets cost $50 per person. Tickets available at 
Mountain Men’s Barber Shop in Collingwood, 
D&L Variety in Nottawa, or e-transfer to admin@
greatnorthernex.com.

Saturday, June 20
•	 Camphill Communities Ontario and Camphill 

Foundation Canada will hold their Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) at Novalis Hall, 7841 
4th Line, Angus, ON. New members are invited 
to join; membership is $15. To be eligible to vote 
at the AGM, the membership application deadline 
is May 22.
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Observed annually on May 5, 
the National Day of Awareness for 
MMIWG2S+, also known as Red Dress 
Day, honours and brings awareness to 
the thousands of Indigenous women, 
girls and two-spirit people who have 
been subject to disproportionate 
violence in Canada. Red Dress Day 
was inspired by Métis artist Jaime 
Black’s REDress Project installation, 
in which she hung empty, red dresses 
to represent the missing and murdered 
women. 

Students and staff at Stayner 
Collegiate Institute (SCI) are deepening 
their learning about Red Dress Day and 
the National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ 
People (MMIWG2S+) in partnership 

with the Stayner Quilting Club and 
the Simcoe County District School 
Board (SCDSB) Indigenous Education 
department.

Beginning in March, the Stayner 
Quilting Club engaged in learning 
facilitated by the SCDSB Indigenous 
Education department and SCI  
administration to ground the project 
in truth, respect, and meaningful 
education. This shared learning helped 
to establish a strong foundation for the 
collaboration and ensured the work 
was rooted in an understanding of Red 
Dress Day and MMIWG2S+. Building 
on this foundation, students and staff in 
Grade 8, Grade 9 geography, and Grade 
11 English participated in pre-learning 
led by the Indigenous Education 
department.

Contributed photo

On May 4, students received quilts crafted by the Stayner Quilting Club 
that reflect the significance of Red Dress Day and honour MMIWG2S+.

SCI, quilters mark Red Dress Day
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FeedbackOPINION& Feedback and old photos welcome
info@creemore.com

call  705-466-9906
fax 705-466-9908

THE WAY WE WERECOMMUNITY

Creemore Ladies Softball Team 1950s – Back row, from left: Marie MacMullan, Sylvia Thompson, 
June Montgomery, Verna Coker, Ruth Montgomery, Barb Jenkins and unknown. Front row: 
Carol Stephenson, Sylvia Jordan (Grant), Joyce Jordan, Linda Cooksey, Gertie Gowan. Coach: 
Bob MacMullan.
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The Georgian Triangle Humane Society (GTHS) 
is asking the community for support as kitten season 
begins and pregnant cats and newborn litters arrive 
into care.

The GTHS is currently caring for 10 cats who 
arrived pregnant, with some kittens already born 
and more expected in the coming days. To help meet 
the immediate need, the organization is hosting a 
Kitten Shower appeal from May 2-10, inviting the 
community to make a donation or send much-needed 
supplies to support their care.

“Kitten season always brings added pressure, but 
this year we are seeing that need very early,” said 
Karen Marsh, executive director of the Georgian 
Triangle Humane Society. “Pregnant cats and 
newborn litters require a significant amount of care, 
space, supplies, and veterinary support. Our team, 
along with our foster volunteers, is doing everything 
we can to make sure these cats and kittens have what 
they need from the moment they arrive.”

The fundraising appeal will help provide essential 
supplies and support for cats and kittens in care, 
including kitten formula, food, bedding, medical care, 
monitoring, and safe, quiet spaces where cats can give 
birth, recover, and nurse their kittens.

One of the cats currently in care is Chica, who 
arrived at the GTHS just in time to be placed with 
longtime foster volunteers Don and Brenda Stockman, 
who have now fostered 96 cats and kittens over the 
years, including 81 through the GTHS. When Chica 
arrived at the Stockman’s home on a Friday afternoon, 
she was expected to give birth in about 10 days. By 
Sunday night, her water had broken. By Monday 
morning, five kittens had arrived.

Chica’s story is one example of how quickly things 
can change during kitten season. Cats can arrive 
close to giving birth, and kittens may need care 
within hours or days. Foster homes play an important 
role in creating space at the Animal Centre while 
giving pregnant cats and newborn kittens a quieter 
environment during their most vulnerable early days.

“Every foster home, every donation, and every item 
from our wish list helps us respond when animals need 
us,” said Marsh. “This appeal is about making sure 
we can be ready for the kittens already here and the 
ones still on the way.”

Community members can support the Kitten 
Shower appeal by  making a donation,  purchasing 
supplies from the GTHS wish list, or learning more 
about becoming a foster volunteer.

The Kitten Shower appeal runs until May 10, 
ending on Mother’s Day - a fitting reminder that, 
because of community support, these moms are not 
alone.

To make a donation or send a “shower gift,” 
visit gths.ca/kitten-shower. 

Kitten shower: Pregnant 
cats and kittens in care 
at Humane Society

COLUMN

by Michele McKenzie 
Thursday, May 14 is the date for the annual Tulip 
Days celebration taking place at the Stayner Fountain 
Park hosted by the Stayner Garden Club. This date 
commemorates the liberation of the Netherlands on 
May 5, 1945 and will feature historical sharing by 
guest speakers.

But sometimes items tell stories. Here at the 
Clearview Public Library, we discover the most 
amazing tales in the most obscure spots. Did you know 
that wedding dresses were made of parachute silk back 
in wartime 1940s? Amidst all the wartime destruction 
and death, love did bloom! In fact, 47,783 Canadian 
servicemen married while overseas in WWll.

Seventy per cent of these war brides arrived in 
Canada in 1946 in an immigrant wave that was 
unprecedented in Canadian History. 43,454 wives 
and their 20,997 children began arriving at Pier 21 in 
Halifax in February 1946 – 80 years ago.

Making this journey by ship to a new land, settling 
in, adapting, raising families and becoming good 
Canadian citizens was based on a priority passage 
system sponsored by DND. This included free sea and 
rail passage from their original homes with a provision 
of a daily food allowance and free access to medical 
care on the boats and trains. Operation Daddy resulted 
in the amazing fact that one Canadian in 30 could claim 
a War Bride in their family tree back in 2006.

Historical wars have repercussions that reverberate 
around the war and far into the future. Who knew 
that a Canadian serviceman (80 per cent Army, 18 

per cent RCAF and two per cent Navy) who fell in 
love, got married and requested a repatriation of their 
independents (64,451 newcomers) back in the 1940s 
could change the course of our country’s history today?

The Clearview Public Library will be hosting a booth 
featuring Clearview Township’s local history at the 
Tulip Days event and we would love to hear your stories 
about the war brides who came from the Netherlands 
to our part of the globe.

Some wartime wedding dresses were made 
of parachute silk, demonstrated by Michele 
McKenzie.

Library celebrates lasting love at Tulip Days
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LETTER

At Fawcett Funeral Homes, we are proud 
to have been serving your community, and 

ours, for over 160 years. With constantly 
evolving services to best serve you and your 

loved ones, rest assured that our family’s 
priority is taking care of your family.

A TRADITION OF CARING SINCE 1862.

info@fawcettfuneralhomes.com
www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com 

82 Pine St. Collingwood • 705 445.2651
182 Mill St. Creemore • 705 466.2108

 

by Tim Armour

My Creemore hills
are as tall as city towers.
My Creemore glens
are as deep as lakes.
My Creemore glades
are a land of shady bowers.
I walk their paths
and my soul awakes.

I know the lea
where the deer lies down in daytime.
I know the lair
where the fox kits lie.
I know the scent
of the new mown hay at hay time,
The songs of birds
‘neath a summer sky.

Her verdant fields
have the finest fertile soils,
The glaciers gift
of a bed of loam.
Her hardy folk
give the gift of all their toils.
Her sparkling streams
make the trout at home.

Here family trees
put their roots down deep in Creemore.
Their family names 
grace our graveyard’s stones.
Am I at peace?
I’ll say 
that I couldn’t be more.
‘Neath Creemore’s sod
will I rest my bones.

Editor: 
Building 124 residential units in a rezoned property 

on County Road 9 is deeply concerning.
Creating so many new units will have an 

environmental impact from the higher population 
and loss of green space.

We also don’t have proper transit, so more parking 
spaces will be needed.

This high density clashes with the town’s character.
In Creemore, as well as Stayner, there have already 

been several new housing developments. 
They will need more public services and 

infrastructure, including emergency services and 
policing.

I question if the town can meet these higher 
demands.

Margaret-Hope Miceli,
Creemore.

by Bonnie MacPherson
A newly expanded Barrie Collingwood Railway 
(BCRY) Active Transportation Trail is much more 
than a connection between two points, according to 
Brandon Matheson, program supervisor for tourism 
Simcoe County. 

“This is an invitation to slow down and enjoy 
the scenery, and it strengthens the links between 
communities,” he said.

County and municipal representatives gathered in 
Stayner last week to officially open a 23-kilometre 
expansion to the trail. In total, it now extends nearly 
34 kilometres from Collingwood to Angus, and 
passing through Stayner and New Lowell. Matheson 
says the trail will provide residents and visitors with 
a safe, accessible route for walking, cycling and 
other non-motorized uses, while preserving a historic 
transportation corridor. 

“This trail will promote walking and cycling for 
recreation, support healthy living, boost tourism 
and ultimately foster a healthier, stronger and more 
connected county,” said Simcoe County Warden Basil 
Clarke.

The project reflects the county’s long-term vision 
to expand its network of active transportation 
infrastructure, enhance quality of life for residents and 

support environmentally responsible travel options. 
By repurposing existing rail infrastructure, the trail 
also preserves an important piece of Simcoe County’s 
transportation history while adapting it to meet modern 
community needs. 

The last trains between Collingwood and Utopia 
operated in 2011. The county purchased this section of 
railway in 2018 and began the project of creating the 
active transportation trail. 

Matheson says cycling is a major tourism attraction in 
the area, which is estimated to have injected more than 
$2.2 million into the local economy in 2025, including 
about 5,000 overnight stays. 

Clearview Township Mayor Doug Measures said 
the rail corridor has been well known as a snowmobile 
trail, and will now become a safe, scenic space for non-
motorized users the rest of the year. 

Rob Elliot, general manager of engineering, planning 
and environment for the County of Simcoe, says the trail 
cost roughly $6 million and represents the successful 
completion of a complex, and highly challenging project.

“It’s not just a matter of throwing down some gravel,” 
he said. “For example, rail bridges don’t have handrails. 
We had to consider grading, drainage and accessibility 
all while respecting the environment and the heritage 
of the railway.”

Rail trail extension declared openPOEM

Where the heart is

Density clashes with 
character of the village

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson 

Clearview Township staff and council members at the unveiling of the trail marker in Stayner on April 30.
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SAT. MAY 23
 10 AM TO NOON

CREEMORE
VILLAGE GREEN

25 YEARS25 YEARS25 YEARS25 YEARS
OF NEWS & VIEWS

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 

 ACTIVITIES, CUPCAKES & MORE
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE,

by Bonnie MacPherson
When Marc den Bok was a Clearview 
firefighter, he saw first-hand how 
upsetting events like a fire, motor 
vehicle accident or medical emergency 
in the home can be for children. 

After attending an information 
session for families with autistic 
children he realized there was a lot first 
responders could be doing to reduce the 
stress and trauma of these events. 

Den Bok created the first Comfort 
Kits for fire departments in Clearview 
and Collingwood in 2019. Initially, 
the focus was on non-neurotypical 
children, but since then, the kits have 
evolved to serve the needs of all 
children and young adults exposed to 
trauma. 

The kits contain a variety of items 
selected to distract children from the 
upsetting situation and help them relax. 

“We’ve got things like breathing 
cards and a sand timer to encourage 
regulated breathing, communication 
cards for children who may have 
difficulty expressing themselves 
verbally, ear muffs to deal with sensory 
issues and a fidget spinner to keep their 
hands occupied,” he said. 

Kit contents have been tweaked since 
the first versions, with guidance from 
Childhood Mental Health Advocates 
and Early Intervention Specialists. 
Often, the effects of being involved in 

or witnessing situations that require 
first responders can trigger physical and 
mental systems. The kits have proven 
effective in managing both immediate 
and long term effects.

All the contents come in a durable 
waterproof box designed to be 
carried on a fire truck or in a cruiser. 
Since his not-for-profit Comfort 
Kit Canada pioneered the first kits, 
many departments have come up with 
their own version. The Ontario Fire 
Marshall’s Public Safety Office has 
created one, and den Bok has assisted 
departments as far away as Texas to 
develop their own kits.

The Comfort Kit program also 
includes training for first responders. 
Den Bok says fire trucks have long 
carried teddy bears to help calm 
children, “The Comfort Kit is an 
evolution of that approach.” 

Each kit costs roughly $100 to 
assemble. Initially, den Bok was 
contacting police and fire services 
offering the kits at cost. That distribution 
model has changed in that they now 
seek out local businesses to donate 
the kits. 

Smart Insulation of Collingwood has 
stepped up to donate a total of 15 kits 
to fire departments in Collingwood, 
Wasaga Beach and Clearview, and the 
OPP. Clearview will receive five kits, 
one for each fire station in the township. 

Comfort kits distributed to area fire departments 

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson 

Marc den Bok (right) of Comfort Kits Canada, with Clearview Township 
fire prevention officer Kent McDonald.
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DUCK RACES Clockwise from above: 
Everyone at the duck races was invited to play 
along with the band Hogback Road. Percussionist 
Olivia, atop her dad Kris, with sister Paisley and 
mom Shannon. Altogether they are the Dobinson 
family from Stayner; Lenora Danby is involved 
with the Cybergnomes Robotic Team; Aidan 
Gamble and mom Erin having a blast on the 
slide; And the winners are:
School race: Ms. Gregorio’s Grade 2 class St. 
Noel Chabanel (below, left).
Main race winners and purses:
1st - Hound (R Walker) $700
2nd - Dannette Szydlik $400
3rd - Dave Bates $200
4th - Greg Challenger $100
5th - Ryan Doner $50
6th - Everleigh Mckee $50

Diana Hillman
Point of View

May 9 -  31, 2026

178 Mill St. Creemore
lagomdesignshop.com
@gallerylagom

Private Opening Friday, May 8, 5-7 pm
Please join the Gallery Lagom mailing list to receive 
an invitation to this opening and other Gallery events
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Glencairn 
705-424-6697

For Reliable Service
Tank Truck Delivery of Furnace & Stove Oil

by Trina Berlo 
Avening’s Anna Carruthers was the second woman 
to cross the finish line at the Toronto Marathon on 
May 3.

In her first marathon, Carruthers completed the 
42.2-kilometre race in two hours, 43 minutes and 
20 seconds. 

“I had a goal, but I didn’t fully know what to 
expect over that distance. Finishing second overall 
female and running a 2:43:20 was beyond anything I 
had anticipated,” she said. “On race day, everything 
just seemed to come together. The energy was high, 
the crowd support was incredible, and having my 
friends and family there cheering me on made 
it especially meaningful. There’s always some 
uncertainty going into a first marathon, but I felt 
strong and controlled throughout the race, which 
gave me confidence as it progressed. It was one of 
those days where everything clicks. It’s definitely 
one of my biggest accomplishments so far, and it 
truly felt like all of the early mornings, long runs, and 
months of hard work paid off. Crossing the finish line 
was an incredibly rewarding moment and something 
I’ll always remember.” 

Carruthers, 24, had numerous athletic successes 

in skiing and track at the high school and university 
level before embarking on her career. A graduate 
of Western University in London, she completed a 
Master’s in Management at Ivey Business School in 
2023, the same year she earned two silver medals 
at provincials and a fifth place national ranking. 
She is now living in Toronto and working in wealth 
management at BMO. 

“Athletics have always been a big part of my life. 
After finishing my varsity career, I was looking for 
a new goal that would challenge me differently, and 
the marathon felt like the perfect next step,” she 
said. “The training was definitely different from 
anything I had done before. It required a big shift 
toward endurance, with much higher mileage and 
longer interval workouts.”

Carruthers said she designed a training program 
that included 5 a.m. runs, sometimes as far as 32 
kilometres, along with workouts focused on pace 
and stamina. 

“It wasn’t always easy, especially during heavier 
training weeks, but it gave me a real sense of structure 
and helped me stay focused. In a way, the consistency 
required for marathon training complemented the 
discipline needed in my professional life as well.

Track star goes the distance for second place finish

Skydive company approved for new landing site
by Trina Berlo 
The newly rebranded Skydive Clearview has been 
cleared for landing. 

The company, formerly known as Skydive Wasaga 
Beach, has been granted permission to use a township-
owned property at 1585 Klondike Road in Stayner as 
a parachute landing area.

At the time of the council discussion on April 
27, the Township of Clearview was in the process 
of finalizing a five-year lease with owners Melanie 
Case and Leslie Farkas who are already operating 
in Clearview from a base at the Edenvale Airport. 

The annual lease structure begins at $4,000 in the 
first three years and increases to $5,000 in the fourth 
and fifth year.

The month prior, they had made a presentation 
to council and it was thought that a rezoning would 
be required but staff is now satisfied that the use 
is consistent with the intent of the current rural 
zone, even though a parachute landing area is not 
specifically defined within the zoning bylaw.

The site, which will accommodate a 100-by-100-
metre drop zone and adjacent gravel parking lot, is 
the location of the Klondike Park reservoir.

In the application, the skydiving company indicated 
the parachute landing area will be active from May 1 
and October 31, with up to 10 flights per day during 
peak summer months.

With 4,000 annual visitors, proprietors project an 
economic spin-off of more than $700,000 per year.

 Contributed photo 

Anna Carruthers, of Avening, placed second 
amongst the women in the Toronto Marathon.

SEND LOCAL SPORTS REPORTS AND SCORES TO 
editor@creemore.com
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Canadian Criss Cross

9 10 11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

15 16 17 18

12 13 14

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49

50 51

4 30/

      ACROSS
  1. Prescribed amount of 

medication
  5. Sudden surprise
  9. High isolated hill
10. Clock radio feature
12. Roof beam
13. Layer of plywood
15. ___ wiedersehen
16. Outdated copier, for 

short
18. Farm sound
19. Numerical suffix
21. Slippery one
22. One on your side
23. Road sign
25. Go off on a tangent
27. Afternoon performance
29. Yearly reference book
32. Waterproof coverings, 

for short
36. Competed
37. Expression of disgust
39. Pass through slowly
40. Canadian high jumper 

Dawes
41. Memorable things
43. Hit the slopes
44. Means of 

communication
46. Skin softener
48. Excitement
49. Be the result of
50. One who watches 

closely
51. Forced to go

      DOWN
  1. Incompetent one
  2. Canadian who plays 

for the Sabres
  3. Tube of a tobacco pipe
  4. Spooky
  5. Athletics event
  6. Margarine
  7. Office computer 

system
  8. Stereo knob
  9. Canadian maker of 

hockey equipment
11. Lunch and dinner
12. Pro ___
14. Starfish arms
17. Health check

Answers on page 11

20. Wanderer
22. Geographical regions
24. Pallid
26. Come into possession of
28. Arranged in lists
29. Class of birds
30. Extremely angry
31. Unsatisfactory in quantity
33. Fight against
34. Black tea
35. Rotate rapidly
38. Sinuous dances
41. Walking unevenly
42. Painful
45. Vote of no
47. Baking tray

FRED’S FUNNIESFRED’S FUNNIES

by Barbara Simpson

What’s it called when you drop a 
nacho in mayonnaise? 

Sinko de mayo!

Sudoku

by Walter Feener

Trivia: What foul-mouthed chef has starred in a string of reality shows including 
Hell’s Kitchen, Kitchen Nightmares and Masterchef? 

by Bonnie MacPherson
It seems not everyone is on-side with a new township 
policy regarding allocation of ice time and sports 
fields. In January, Clearview council adopted a new 
policy aimed at improving access for minor sports 
groups, including Collingwood girls hockey. Gord 
Zeggil, speaking on behalf of adult users notes that in 
some cases, this means that long standing relationships 
with local users groups will be overridden, in favour 
of users from outside the township. 

“We’re talking about groups that have had the same 
ice time dating back to the old arena, in some cases 
for 50 or 60 years. These are local people who pay 
taxes in Clearview, and who support these facilities.”

Under the new policy, priority order for ice time 
and sports field allocation will be: 

1. Clearview Township programs and services;
2. Clearview minor sport groups that provide 

programs serving youth 21 years of age and younger 
and that are not currently in a pre-approved license 
agreement;

3. Non-municipal minor sports groups;
4. Tournaments and special events;
5. Adult groups;
6. Commercial and occasional groups;
7. Non-municipal groups and occasional users.

Contributed photo 

MEDALS FOR MADSEN On May 2, 
Andrew Madsen representing Team Maizis 
travelled to Kitchener to compete in the Karate 
Maynia Open Martial Arts Championships. 
Madsen, who trains at Maizis Martial Arts 
Academy in Stayner, had an outstanding day.  He 
won silver in 9/10 intermediate kumite, bronze in 
9/10 intermediate weapons, and bronze in 9/10 
intermediate kata.

Initially, Section 3 of the new policy defined non-
municipal minor sports groups as having 40 per cent 
local participants. An amendment to be voted on at 
Monday’s council meeting would reduce that to 20 
per cent local participants. 

“That makes it even easier for them to bump long 
term users,” said Zeggil. 

“I sponsor two girls hockey teams, but I think there 
is a way to accommodate them without bumping 
existing user groups. The township is saying they are 
reacting to extreme pressure on ice time. I’ve spoken 
with representatives of minor hockey and figure 
skating who are not predicting growth in their needs, 
so this is really about Collingwood girls hockey.”

Zeggil says he spent an hour and a half looking 
at existing ice time allocations, and came up with a 
schedule that created an additional 2.5 hours per week 
of ice time. “Currently, there are several groups who 
are renting 1.5-hour blocks. I spoke with three groups 
who said they would gladly give up the extra half hour 
to make more room for minor sports. Clearview is 
copying a policy from Wasaga Beach whereas eight 
or 10 other policies that we examined protect existing 
arrangements.”

The proposed amendment will be presented to 
council on Monday evening. 

Ice allocation policy cause for 
concern by long-time users
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• Service Directory •

Gravity Sun Power
solar generation 

for energy savings and income
professionally designed and 

installed
Jeff Williams • 466-5741

Machine Shop Facility
High quality fabrication 

Welding solutions • CNC plasma cutting
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.-Monday to Friday

Book ahead for Saturday Service
Don Brearey • howiewelding.ca

705-466-2149

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

1-(800) 392-1151
crewsoninsurance.com

Shelburne - Wasaga Beach - Mount Forest

General 
Practise of Law
Mediation and Alternative 

Dispute Resolution
www.ferrislaw.ca 

190 Mill Street
705-466-3888

John L. Ferris
Megan L. Celhoffer

ERCA/ESA Licence # 7015138

Residential/ 
commercial 

electrical 
service 

planning, 
installation, 
and repair

creemoreelectrical.ca
705-623-7514

T. NASH

Servicing Creemore 
and surrounding area

PLUMBING

(705) 466-5807
Licensed and insured

ROCKandLAND 
forestry mulching 

land clearing 
excavator services

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

Reno and Handyman  
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Doors, Trims, 
Drywall, Taping, Painting, 

Decks and more 
416-887-9239 Kaeron 

Dave North • 705-718-7370 

Landscaping | Excavating | Fencing
Property & Building Maintenance 

Barn and Outbuilding Repair & Construction

 PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

705-440-3336

www.capstonereno.com

Interior & Exterior

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Local Company

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks • Basements
Tiling • Flooring • Drywall • We do it all … 

FULLY INSURED ~ A+BBB RATING

storm clean up • tree pruning
tree felling & complete removal
wood chipping • stump grinding
bush hogging • trail maintenance

705-305-4420
registered and insured

 
 
 

 

Stayn& H&itage  
Society 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Tuesday, May 12, 2026 
 7 pm 

at Stayner Community 
Centre 

Guest Speaker: Roger Fry 
on the development of 

No6awasaga and Stayner 

Everyone  welcome 
Light refreshments  

 

 
 

Full Service • Local towing service
Call for a quote or appointment  

705 466 9950 • 104 Edward St. E. Creemore

Service@AutoSolve.ca | www.AutoSolve.ca

104 Edward St. E. Creemore

IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK IT WOULD ASK FOR US BY NAME

ROAD TRIP READY?
WE CAN HELP.
summer maintenance 

air conditioning
alignments 

Service@AutoSolve.ca | www.AutoSolve.ca

IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK 
IT WOULD ASK FOR US BY NAME

summer maintenance 
air conditioning 

alignments 

Call for a quote 
or appointment  
705 466 9950 

104 Edward St. E. 
Creemore

ROAD TRIP READY?
WE CAN HELP.

Contributed photo 

RAMP ROMP A group 
o f  S inghampton communi ty 
volunteers met in a secret location 
to harvest ramps for the upcoming 
39th Ramp Romp Leek and Pork 
Supper on May 9. This annual 
event raises funds for the upkeep 
of the Singhampton Community 
Centre. Dinner is served between 
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and tickets 
are available at the door. Dine on 
luscious leeks, pork, veggies and 
pie. Adults, $25; students, $20; 
under 12, $12; under six, free. 
Cash bar. For more information, 
email  singhamptonhall@gmail.
com.

More news and 
events online at

Creemore.com
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T E E N E E L A L L Y
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This week’s answers
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 Trivia: Gordon Ramsay

ECHO Classifieds Submit your classified ad by 5 p.m. Tuesday: 
call 705-466-9906, fax 705-466-9908, 
email sales@creemore.com
$20 + hst for 25 words or less

2DA is looking for a reliable, positive,
and outgoing Retail Associate to join
us for the summer season in
Creemore. This is a hands-on role
ideal for someone who enjoys working
with people, takes initiative, and
thrives in a creative, boutique retail
environment.

What you’ll do:
Open & close the store (you’ve got
keys, you’ve got it handled)
Run the day-to-day: sales, styling,
customer flow
Create a welcoming, elevated
shopping experience
Help customers find pieces they
feel amazing in
Keep the space clean, organized,
and visually on point
Process transactions + support
inventory/restocking

You are:
Based in/around Creemore for the
summer
Outgoing, intuitive, and people-
first
Self-sufficient and comfortable
running the store solo
Detail-oriented with a strong
sense of style
Retail/customer experience is a
bonus, but not everything

To apply:
Send your resume to
2dirtyaprons@gmail.com & a short
note about yourself (keep it casual!!
We want to get a feel for you) and
your availability for the summer.

2DA: Summer Retail Associate
(part-time) 

Creemore, Ontario
June – August

Thursday–Sunday

Seeking a dedicated 
ADMINISTRATOR 

for Collingwood Agricultural 
Society.

 
We are currently looking for a 
motivated and detail-oriented 
Administrator to join our 
organization. The successful 
candidate will be responsible 
for overseeing office operations, 
managing records, and providing 
support to the Board of Directors.
 
Key duties include scheduling 
meetings, handling correspondence, 
maintaining files, and 
ensuring the smooth running 
of administrative processes. 
Applicants should possess strong 
organizational skills, proficiency 
with Microsoft Office, Quickbooks 
Online and excellent communication 
abilities. This is a contract position, 
a copy of the job description is 
available upon request at the email 
address stated below.
 
If you are interested in this 
position, please submit your 
resume and cover letter to our 
President Maxine Coutts-Reid via 
email pres@greatnorthernex.com.  

Resumes must be received by 
May 15, 2026. We look forward 
to welcoming a new member to 
our team who values efficiency, 
reliability, and teamwork.

SERVICES 
ELLIOTT PAINTING AND 
DECORATING, over 30 years 
experience with excellent references. 
Interior and exterior painting. Now 
booking for spring. Call for free 
estimate at 705-466-2356.

WHITLEY FENCE builds and 
repairs all types of agricultural or 
residential fences. Cedar rail, equine 
paddocks, dog pens, farm fence, 
post install, gate supply and install. 
Call Clay, 705-627-8900 or email 
claytonwhitleyprojects@gmail.com. 
NOW BUILDING DECKS.

BARN RENOVATIONS, beam 
replacements, stone and poured 
concrete, all types of roofing repairs, 
new siding and flooring, jacking up 
barns, new steel roofs. All types of 
horse and cattle fencing. Custom 
barn and shed painting. All types of 
excavation and demolition. Contact 
647-248-8987. Servicing local area.

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS Barn 
repairs and jack ups; stonewall and 
brick repointing; cement repairs and 
parging. Contact Aaron, 416-666-
0104.

LADY PAINTER Quality indoor 
painting with excellent references. Call 
Janis at 705-441-4150 for free estimate, 
or email janis.wilson64@yahoo.ca.

Retired PLUMBER, 54 years 
experience. Fully licensed and insured. 
Service only. Clearing drains, repairs, 
replacing fixtures. Call Bruce for free 
estimate, 705-734-8372.

Home owners! Do your trees need 
attention? Call Nortree ARBORISTS. 
Tree removal, pruning, chipping, 
emergency/storm work. Local, 
affordable and professional. Instant 
free quotes and $150 off for first-time 
customers. Call or text 705-440-0507.

No job is too small. Just name it, we 
do it! Anyone in need of transportation 
for shopping, medical, etc., service 
can be provided. Now seeking winter 
and spring jobs, power washing decks, 
etc. For best in gardening, pruning, 
leaf blowing, painting, patio stone and 
brick work, tree cutting, PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE, spring cleaning 
and where beauty is concerned call 
Desmond at Herron’s Landscaping, 
705-430-6613 or 705-606-6633 or 
email herronslandscaping 563@gmail.
com. 

RENOVATIONS AND HOME 
PROJECTS made easy. Carpentry, 
yard work and home repairs. Leblond 
Project Management. Call or text Matt 
Leblond 705-888-2012.

The Slow Kitchen — COOKING 
CLASSES with Alissa, where cooking 
becomes a small act of attention. 
Privately booked spring cooking 
classes include edible flower cookies, 
handmade pasta, cheesemaking and 
seasonal preserves. Cooking for your 
table is offered in limited bookings. 
TheContemplativeCook.com.

PAINTING, PARGING, Power 
Washings, Masonry Repair. Why wait? 
Your project starts with a free estimate. 
Call Don at 705-424-0708 or 705-816-
0708.

THANK YOU
Arnold and Anne Morwood would 
like to say thank you to everyone for 
coming to celebrate our 70th wedding 
anniversary. Thank you for all the 
cards, and gifts, and to our family for 
arranging our party. 70 years is a long 
time but goes quickly when you enjoy 
life.

AUCTION
FERGUSON AUCTIONEERING 
is hosting an excellent live on 
site toy tractor, implement and 
collectible auction  on Saturday, May 
23 at 10 a.m. at the Avening Hall. 
Approximately 380 pieces of toys 
and tools. See full list and pictures at 
www.fergusonauctions.com. 

YARD SALE
May 9-10 and May 16-18 starting at 
8 a.m. Century Farms CLEANUP 
SALE: County Road 10 & Con. 
7 4858 (first farm West) Classic 3 
speed bike, cabbage patch kids, train 
caboose light, 1895 16” bell, John 
Deere- Tonka- Caterpillar toys, 14’ 
fiberglass canoe, camping and sports 
equipment, pictures, birdhouses, 
wood art and more. Many items free. 
Cash only. David Rogers, 705-424-
0398.

May 9-10 Three-family GARAGE 
SALE from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at 234 Mowat St. South, Stayner. 
Come and see the great stuff for sale 
at our three-family garage sale in 
Stayner. We have kitchen wares and 
household items, cool games, books, 
puzzles, sports items, super range of 
collectables, quality costume jewelry, 
commemorative items, Christmas 
decorations, horse tack, tools and a 
lot more. Don’t miss the chance for a 
great deal. 

FOR SALE
CREEMORE HILLS WINERY 
– Sip, Savour, and Unwind – Wine 
tastings and country picnics by 
appointment only. Escape to the 
vineyard for a relaxed afternoon 
of wine tasting and rustic charm. 
Enjoy a guided tasting of our estate 
wines or linger over a picnic basket 
and a bottle of wine, all set against 
a backdrop of rolling hills and open 
skies. For bookings, wine pick-up 
or delivery: Call/text 647-588-8931, 
cmorrissey0708@icloud.com.

QUALITY HORSE HAY
Year Round Delivery

647-224-9500

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
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2026 SPRING HYDRANT FLUSHING
The Township of Clearview Water Department will be flushing hydrants 
between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM on the following dates and 
locations:

•	 Stayner: April 13- May 15
•	 Creemore: May 4-6
•	 New Lowell: May 6-8
•	 Nottawa: May 13-15
•	 Colling-Woodlands: May 20-22
•	 Buckingham Woods: May 25-27	 

Please be advised that there may potentially be water interruptions, and 
discoloured water could stain laundry during these times. If your water 
remains discoloured or dirty, run water until clear. It is recommended that 
water softeners be left in bypass mode during these times.

For more information, please contact: 	
Dale Lightheart, Water & Sewer Supervisor, Clearview Township  
(705) 428-6230 ext. 303, dlightheart@clearview.ca  

WWW.CLEARVIEW.CA

217 Gideon Street, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

705.428.6230

Communications available in alternative formats
upon request.
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CHESTERVILLE RECORD, CREEMORE ECHO, DEEP RIVER NORTH RENFREW TIMES, DORCHESTER SIGNPOST, ELMIRA WOOLWICH OBSERVER, ESSEX FREE PRESS, 
FERGUS WELLINGTON ADVERTISER, FRONTENAC NEWS, GERALDTON TIMES STAR, GODERICH SUN, HALIBURTON COUNTY ECHO, HALIBURTON COUNTY LIFE, 
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