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Avening Community Centre was honoured to have Claire Mills-Bellamy (centre) participate in a ribbon cutting
ceremony to mark the re-opening of the hall on Nov. 30. She was seven years old when she cut the ribbon at the
opening of the hall in 1951. She is flanked by Clearview Mayor Doug Measures and hall board chair Melanie

Walters. More photos on page 11.

Escarpment Corridor Alliance becomes land trust

by Bonnie MacPherson

The year 2025 has been a milestone
year for the Escarpment Corridor
Alliance (ECA), a registered charity
devoted to the creation of a connected
and permanently protected ecological
corridor across the Niagara Escarpment
of Southern Georgian Bay.

Executive director Jarvis Strong
says Phase 1 of a geospatial mapping
project illustrated just how much
ecologically vulnerable land there is
in the area.

“Our original intent was to do a
multi-phase mapping project but after
Phase 1, we made the decision to move
from research to implementation and
that meant becoming a land trust,”
said Strong. “Existing bodies like the
Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) and
the Niagara Escarpment Biosphere
Conservancy (EBC) have a very broad
pan-escarpment focus and our gap
analysis showed there was room for
a South Georgian Bay focused land

trust.”

Strong emphasizes that the ECA is
committed to working collaboratively
with existing land trusts in promoting
the value of donating sensitive lands.

“If we’re talking to a land owner
whose property is adjacent to the
Bruce Trail, we will refer to them, or
if the lands are adjacent to a biosphere
project, we’ll involve them,” said
Strong.

He says the ECA was instrumental in
the acquisition of the Talisman lands by
the BTC. (See story on page 3.)

“Talisman has been one of our
focuses since our inception four
years ago and we had a very warm
relationship with owners Brian Ellis
and Phil Cavano.”

The owners had proposed
development of an 800-room hotel
and Nordic spa at the site but were
eventually convinced of the value
of protecting the environmentally
sensitive lands.
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“We brought them together with the
Bruce Trail Conservancy,” says Strong.
“BTC has significant reserves so they
were in a position to move quickly and
secure a deal.”

Strong says in addition to bringing
the principals together, the ECA
contributed well over $100,000 worth
of environmental assessments and was
instrumental in rallying community
support. Ultimately, he says, the
goal is to see more land connected
and protected by community led
organizations and who gets credit for
the deals is of lesser importance.

According to Strong, the ECA is
continuing to work on acquiring two
additional properties in the Talisman
area from different owners.

The ECA has also completed its first
solo acquisition — a 24-acre property in
the Kolapore area known as Metcalfe
North, which is set to become the first
protected area under the stewardship
of the organization.

Questions about the Real Estate Market?

Call us for a Free Market Evaluation to find out

what your property is worth.
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County council
approves budget

The County of Simcoe says,
following collaborative discussions
and careful consideration, council
approved a $1.042 billion budget on
Nov. 25, maintaining existing service
levels while delivering strategic,
fiscally responsible investments that
support growth, modernization, and
community well-being.

“This budget reflects council’s
steadfast commitment to fiscal
responsibility and prudent stewardship
of taxpayer dollars while facing
rising demand for the County’s
critical services,” said Warden Basil
Clarke. “By balancing the need to
invest in critical infrastructure, housing,
and community supports with careful
financial management, this responsible
approach positions Simcoe County to
grow sustainably while protecting the
services and supports that matter most
to our communities.”

Recognizing its impact on more
than 530,000 residents, the budget
includes key investments across
20 vital service areas, including
infrastructure, housing, emergency
services, and community supports.

Key investments include:

* Major road construction projects
(CR4,CR21,CR22),bridge upgrades;

* Continued implementation of
the Lake Simcoe Regional Airport
Strategic Plan, including the Runway
Extension project;

* Launch of the new 10-year
strategy with funding for rental units,
supplements, secondary suites, and
supportive housing;

* Simcoe County Housing
Corporation developments in Barrie,
Collingwood, and Wasaga Beach,
alongside continued support for third-
party affordable housing projects;

* Further work on the Simcoe
Village Campus Redevelopment in
Beeton;

* Continued rollout of Community
Paramedicine and Models of Care;

* Implementation of the Canada-

(See '978' on page 12)
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C OMMUNITY Calendar

Submit your community events
sales@creemore.com

phone: 705-466-9906

fax: 705-466-9908

Friday, Dec. 5
Line dancing lessons every Friday night at Station
on the Green. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. $15 per person.
Beginner friendly, bring your water bottle. Sign up
at the Creemore 100 Mile Store or call/text Linda
at 705-794-0638.
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 457 Stayner,
dart night every Friday at 7 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Stayner Legion 7149 ON — 26, for more
information call 705-428-3809.
New Lowell Legion every Friday night wings and
things from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony starting at 5:30
p.m., with the tree lighting at 6:45 p.m. Hosted
by the Creemore Village Green and Creemore
Firefighters Association.

Saturday, Dec. 6
Breakfast with Santa at the Creemore Legion
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. $10 for adults and
$5 for children, with proceeds going to St. Luke’s
Community Food Bank and Creemore Public
School. The event will feature a silent auction and a
special visit from Santa Claus.
Annual Very Artisan Market happening at the
Nottawa Hall. Meet over 30+ skilled artisans,
makers and creators. Free Entry, raffle, special guest
and more. Join for a day of craft, community and
Christmas tradition.
Stayner Santa Claus parade from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Watch the parade come down Main
Street and finish at the old Foodland. There will be
hot chocolate and hot dogs at the end of the route.
Monetary donations accepted for the Foodbank.
You are invited to the unveiling of The Creemore
Heart at 11 a.m. at Station on the Green. Inspired
by a visit to Toronto’s Princess Margaret Hospital,
Tricia Jeffery dreamed of bringing a heart filled
with messages of love to Creemore. With the
support of Robert McArthur, Craig Eskra, and
Marilyn Badger, that dream has come to life. Hearts
to attach to this structure will be available for $10
each at Creemore Home Hardware, or feel free to
bring your own. All proceeds support the heart’s
maintenance, installation, and future projects.
Creemore Santa Claus Parade hosted by the
Creemore BIA at 1:30 p.m. Visit Santa in the Village
Green after the parade.

Making a “forever” sort of
difference to Mulmur life.

Your gift to the Mulmur Community Fund this
holiday season will help provide a lifetime of local
grants that build our collective quality of life.

Please give generously at
dufferincommunityfoundation.ca

. DUFFERIN
2 COMMUNITY
« FOUNDATION

Sunday, Dec. 7

* Creemore Farmers’ and Craft Market indoors at

Station on the Green from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. during
December. For info creemorefarmersmarket.ca.

Tuesday, Dec. 9
Pub Trivia Night every Tuesday night from 8 p.m.
to 10 p.m. at the Old Mill House Pub, 141 Mill St.,
Creemore. $10 cover includes entry, answer sheets
and a shot at prizes. Gather your team and put your
knowledge to the test. For more info, contact 705-
466-5244, visit theoldmillhousepub.com, or join
the Pub Trivia Facebook group.

Wednesday, Dec. 10

New Lowell Legion hosts euchre every Wednesday
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 11
Join The Stayner Legion Thursday evenings for
the pool league starting at 6:30 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Stayner Legion 7149 ON — 26, for more
information call 705-428-3809.

Friday, Dec. 12

The Rob Roy United Church Choir performs its
Christmas cantata, Come to the Manger at 7 p.m.
Enjoy a peaceful, candlelit journey to Bethlehem
through anthems, narration and traditional carols.
Refreshments to follow. Freewill offering gratefully
accepted. The church is located at 469487 Grey
Road 31 - Simcoe Road 95, Singhampton.

Saturday, Dec. 13

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 457 Stayner:
Christmas bake sale from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Deep Tracks rock band starts at 6 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Join us Thursday evenings for our pool
league starting at 6:30 p.m. or if you’d like to play
darts on Friday nights, please join us at 7 p.m.
once again everyone welcome. Dec. 31 Rockin’
in the New Year with Deep Tracks classic rock
band. Only $40 per person. Midnight buffet, party
favours and more. Tickets available soon. Stayner
Legion 7149 ON — 26, for more information call
705-428-3809.

ROCKandLAND

The Trusted Choice
for Forestry & Land Clearing

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

Sunday, Dec. 14

e Christmas in Clearview Market at Stayner

Community Centre from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over
35 amazing vendors, crafts with the library, snack
bar, 10 swag bags at 9:30 a.m. and noon, door prizes
and kids treats.

A Community Christmas Concert at Jubilee
Presbyterian Church, Stayner. Join for an evening
of carols, choirs and community at 7 p.m. A freewill
offering will be taken to support the work for the
Clearview Ministerial. Refreshments will be served
following the concert.

Thursday, Dec. 18
Join the Mad River Hiking Club for an easy, two-
hour hike in the Lauden Tract of the Simcoe
County Forest. Meet at 10 a.m. in the parking lot
at 3000 Centre Line Rd. in New Lowell. For more
information and to register, e-mail striegl01(@
hotmail.com.

Friday, Dec. 19
Christmas Cheers at The Dunedin Pub
Start your holidays off with good spirits and great
company at The Dunedin Pub’s annual Christmas
Cheers event. Festivities begin at 7 p.m. 19+
event. Cash bar. No cover.

Tuesday, Dec. 23

The Night Before the Night Before at the Creemore
Legion. 5 pm. to 11 p.m. A family-friendly
evening featuring a community potluck from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m., live music and a DJ. Admission
is free. Donations of non-perishable food items or
gift cards for the local food bank are appreciated.
For more information, call 705-606-2172 or e-mail
allangrin@gmail.com.

Thursday, Dec. 25

Creemore Community Christmas Dinner at4:30
p.m. at the Creemore Legion, PWYC. Everyone is
welcome. Come out to dine and/or volunteer. Take-
out dinners and delivery available. A donation
of a non-perishable food item is appreciated. To
reserve your seat, make special arrangements,
or donate to the event, contact or e-transfer
Donna B. at CreemoreChristmasElf{@gmail.com
or call 705-446-2523. For more information, visit
www.CreemoreChristmas.ca.

Stayner Camp is hosting a free community
Christmas dinner from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Dinner
includes turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy,
corn, carrots, and pie. To register call 833-326-
2267. Eat in, take out and delivery available.

Saturday, Dec. 27

Dufferin County Pony Club open house from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Pony club is for anyone who
loves horses and wants to learn more about them.
We focus on equine education, horsemanship
and stable management offering mounted and
unmounted meetings, regional competitions and
more. Anyone from seven years old to 99 can join.
You can still be involved if you don’t own a horse.
585446 County Rd. 17. Melancthon.

Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2026

Gentle Tai Chi one afternoon a week at St.
Patrick’s Hall in Stayner. This class is for anyone
who would benefit from learning and practicing
Tai Chi at a slower pace than a regular class. It
is suitable for anyone with balance, stamina,
mobility (chronic disease or joint replacement),
anxiety, or other concerns. For more information:
staynertaichi@gmail.com. CTCA website: www.
canadiantaichiacademy.org.



by Bonnie MacPherson

A spokesman for the Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC)
says the purchase of the former Talisman Mountain
Resort lands in the Beaver Valley is one of the group’s
most ambitious undertakings to date.

Adam Brylowski, Director of Conservation
and Trail, says the acquisition of over 120 acres of
sensitive Niagara Escarpment land will permanently
protect it from development pressures, allow extensive
ecological restoration and ensure continued public
access to greenspace.

Brylowski says this project will have generational
impact.

“Eight hundred and eighty-five metres of the Bruce
Trail passes through the Talisman lands, which are a
vulnerable and ecologically important area,” he said.
“We are planning an extensive ecological restoration
project but the first step is to inventory what is there. By
next fall, we should be ready to start detailed planning
of the restoration and we expect to have boots on the
ground sometime in 2027.”

The BTC plans to bring lands on the property
back to peak ecological health. This includes large-
scale reforestation and habitat remediation for the
many threatened species noted in the area, including
Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Least Bittern,
Louisiana Waterthrush, and more. The former ski
slopes represent the only break in the forest canopy
across a 10-kilometre stretch of the western Beaver
Valley, making reforestation a key priority.

“We have an exciting opportunity to restore neglected
and damaged habitats on this property,” according to
Brylowski. “These will be some of the most ambitious
restoration projects in our organization’s history,
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Bruce Trail Conservancy purchases Talisman property

(CNW Group/Bruce Trail Conservancy)

The ski hill at the former Talisman Mountain Resort will be reforested and restored by the Bruce Trail

Conservancy.

helping us fulfill our mission to preserve a ribbon of
wilderness, for everyone, forever.”

Located near Kimberley, in the heart of the Beaver
Valley, the former ski hill and resort have sat dormant
for over a decade. Throughout this time, proposals
for large-scale development of the property were met
with significant community resistance, as residents
and visitors voiced deep concerns about potential
environmental impacts and the precedent such projects
could set for other Niagara Escarpment lands. The lands
purchased by the BTC include the Escarpment brow,
the former ski slopes, and the resort buildings at the

base of the hill. The future of the existing buildings has
yet to be decided, and the Bruce Trail Conservancy is
carefully evaluating potential options.

With the purchase of the Talisman lands, the BTC
now has more than 16,000 acres under stewardship
which represents 72 per cent of the land that the group
ultimately hopes to protect.

To support the purchase, restoration and long-term
stewardship of the Talisman lands, the Bruce Trail
Conservancy will be launching a public fundraising
campaign.

For more information visit brucetrail.org/talisman.

NVCA budget passed unanimously by board of directors

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
(NVCA) board of directors unanimously passed the
2026 budget and business plan, the first time since
2021.

NVCA’s 2026 budget reflects an increase of
$180,372.37, which includes a $101,307.36 increase
in municipal levy shared proportionality across 18
member municipalities.

“l want to thank our board of directors and
councils of all 18 municipalities for their clear
direction and support for this budget and business
plan,” said Jennifer Vincent, CAO of NVCA. “At
$7.8 million, this budget reflects fiscal prudence —
reducing discretionary charges by 31 per cent and

holding most lines flat while advancing efficiency
and service modernization. This positions NVCA
to deliver services that are responsive to the
environmental, economic, and social sustainability
of the Nottawasaga Watershed.

Budgets for conservation authorities are categorized
into three categories:

Category 1 — mandatory municipal levy that goes
towards reviewing development plans to avoid natural
hazards. This funding also supports passive recreation
and environmental restoration on NVCA lands.

Category 2 — services delivered at the request of a
municipality, with funding under agreement with the
benefiting municipality.
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Category 3 — discretionary programs that go beyond
mandatory and municipally requested services and
include initiatives such as tree planting, environmental
restoration, events and environmental education.

“We were able to gain support for all three budget
categories from all member municipalities by being
responsive to community needs,” said NVCA chair
Jonathan Scott. “This budget is lean and efficient.
We did that by reviewing the budget line-by-line
and significantly reducing Category 3 costs. We’ve
reduced our operating budget by $9,000 and held
our levy to 2.8 per cent, driven by the decrease in
planning and permitting revenue with the decline in
construction across the province.”

Are you looking for a
holistic approach to
your health and

well being?

Osteopathy Services
Now Available
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OPINION &Feedback

COLUMN

Avening

The following sketch of
Avening was written by
Mr. George Carruthers of
Toronto and a son of one
of the early pioneers of
Avening.
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Helen
BLACKBURN

My grandfather,
George Carruthers, a native
of Dumfrieshire, Scotland, came to America in
1848 by way of New York. He lived for a time in
Albany, later in Buffalo, and took up land in what
is now Avening, about 1850. Some clearing was
done by my grandfather’s brother, John, and his
son, John, and the family moved on to that property
about 1851.

Frederick C. Thornbury came from West
Gwillimbury where he kept a tavern about 1845,
and later built the grist mill and saw mill and woollen
or carding mill about 1860. The Thornburys named
the place Avening’ after the Avening in Gloucester,
England. My grandfather and his son, George
Carruthers, established the saw and shingle mill in
Avening about the same year. F. C. Thornbury died
January 16, 1872, age 63 years and was succeeded
by his son, W.H. Thornbury.

The latter became the first postmaster on the
establishment of Avening Post Office on February 1,
1864. He was also Reeve of Nottawasaga 1868-69.
W. H. Thornbury died in September, 1908.

George Carruthers, Junior, (my father) carried on
the saw and shingle mill for many years, and for
a time about 1875, the mill was operated by Alex
Rounday, and later by Miller Feltis. His brother,
John, went to New Zealand to sell property in the
city of Aukland, which had been taken up by his
father while in New Zealand. He later returned to
Canada and established a grist mill in Dunedin and
named the village after Dunedin, New Zealand. He
later sold the Dunedin mill and bought a grist mill in
Creemore. He, however, returned to New Zealand.

When the Carruthers family settled in Avening in
the early 1850s there was only one other settler on
the second line northward, near Cashtown.”

Information taken from Nottawasaga: The
Outburst of the Iroquois, published in 1934,

(to be continued...)

Helen Blackburn is a retired teacher, avid
gardener and a long-time contributor to The
Creemore Echo. She writes about local history.

Send letters to the editor to editor@creemore.
com. All letters must be signed with the writer's
full name and include a phone number (which will
not be printed.) Deadline is 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

Feedback and old photos welcome
info@creemore.com

call 705-466-9906

fax 705-466-9908

THE WAY WE WERE

A view of the Santa Claus Parade coming down the street in Creemore. (undated photo from

The Creemore Star’s archives.)

Free puzzle exchanges at ||brury brunches

T’is the night before the
Christmas Parades and all
of the festive weekend fun
taking place in Clearview
Township!

The crew at Clearview
Public Library aims to be
out and about participating
in all of the holiday cheer
taking place in Creemore
and Stayner but back in our branches (warming
stations on Saturday), we do provide quiet time with
stress relief and boredom buster activities.

Our free puzzle exchange is available at the
Creemore, New Lowell and Stayner branches. Take
one. Donate one. Donate and take as many as you
like. We just gently ask that puzzles are complete
with all their pieces. This program runs year-round.

The Letters to Santa program is active and
runs until noon on Tuesday, Dec. 9. Pop into your
favourite branch this Saturday between parades and
write your letter to Santa, participate in our weekly
themed Scavenger Hunt Bingo and choose a puzzle,
book and/or DVD.

Some great new titles available are Bog Queen by
Anna North, The WayFinder by Adam Johnson and
The Family Jewels by Caimh McDonnell
(Michele’s picks). All staff are happy to assist with
recommendations to make the most out of your quiet
moments this holiday season.

Michele
McKENZIE

LIBRARY NEWS

Michele McKenzie is deputy CEO of Clearview
Public Library.

Contributed photo

Seana Murdock (circulation staff) showcases a
selection of free jigsaw puzzles available from
all three branches of Clearview Public Library.
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If you know my wife Angi Gallupe,
you may be aware of the culinary prowess
she acquired from her mother Heather.
Angi grew up in Creemore, in an era
where food not only tasted great, but
looked perfect too, long before it was
prepared and served.

I’m glad to report Angi still has a
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Owen
ROBERTS

for sure. Related to food, it means flaws
and messes have risen in value as part of
the culinary experience. They’re taking
precedence over an unblemished photo
shoot in a magazine or a picture-perfect
presentation.

At the stove-top level, it also means
we’ve taken to patronizing the imperfect-
food cart at the end of the fruit and

penchant for great tasting food (yay!). But
like cooking enthusiasts across the country, these
days she’s interested in food’s authenticity.

What’s that mean? Well, according to the annual
Canadian food trends report from Toronto-based
Nourish Food Marketing, that means she’s in
lockstep with others in search of real food.

In fact, The Return to Real is the theme of this
year’s food trends report.

“We see consumers pushing back against artificial
perfection and inauthentic brands and marketing,”
says the report, which you can download and open
from the Nourish website. “In short, they want
flawed, messy, wonderful humanity back in their
lives.”

Those are fitting adjectives to describe humanity,

vegetable section in grocery stores. Cost-wise,
that kind of food is a bargain, which is a growing
attraction.

And adding misshapen or otherwise imperfect
food to your shopping basket helps cut down on
food waste.

And even though whatever’s been put there for
a quick sale doesn’t look like the photos in a flyer,
nutritionally, there’s nothing wrong with it.

That bodes well for the likes of farmers’ markets
fare. Its homegrown authenticity, pedigree and
freshness take precedent over whether it’s blemished.
It looks real, even though many contemporary urban
shoppers may not know the difference. They’ve
never seen food fresh out of a market garden or a

‘lawed and messy” experiences: report

field, before it’s analyzed for cosmetic attributes.

Grocery store managers may have a different
perspective on all this. They’re quick to point out
consumers have not traditionally valued “flawed and
messy” anything. Perfection is the ideal. That’s one
reason the sale cart is small — it doesn’t get much
attention.

But heading into 2026, that’s not the case anymore,
says the Nourish Food Marketing group.

It also claims that we’re in the midst of an evolution
beyond single nutrient obsession. It’s not all about
carbs, protein, fat or whatever, according to Nourish.
Instead, “‘consumers are moving toward understanding
food as a complex orchestra of interconnected
elements working in harmony,” it says.

That sounds like a well-rounded plate, like
something you’d see at the Gallupes. The big
difference? It wouldn’t be messy. And the only
thing flawed about it would be misshapen fruit and
vegetables... which as we’re finding, aren’t really
flawed at all.

Owen Roberts is an agricultural journalist from
Guelph. He regularly visits family in Creemore.

Hospice Georgian Triangle launches ‘It’s the Little Things’
holiday campaign with lead gift from Seeley and Amill Construction

Hospice Georgian Triangle Foundation has
launched its holiday campaign with a lead gift
of $10,000 from Seeley and Arnill Construction.

Paul and Blake Arnill, the third and fourth
generation owners of Seeley and Arnill
Construction, visited Campbell House this week
to make their generous donation, hoping to inspire
others to contribute what they can.

“Giving to Hospice Georgian Triangle during
the holiday season has become a tradition for our
team and family. We feel fortunate to be supported
by such an amazing community, and we want to
pay it forward,” said Blake.

Giving Tuesday marks the official start to the
holiday giving season, a global drive to give back
to charities worldwide. Here in South Georgian
Bay, it’s a powerful reminder that local generosity
strengthens local care.

The Arnills have made it a tradition to give to
Hospice Georgian Triangle over the holidays.

There will be tears

But also
.

&

Yes, a funeralis a
time to remember .
butitis also a chance
to celebrate alife
with friends, family
and loved ones.

It takes a family
g‘ to comfort a family.
info@fawcettfuneralhomes.com
FAWCETT ‘www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
82 Pine St. Collingwood « 705 445.2651
Dt i it 182 Mill St. Creemore » 705 466.2108

They have had firsthand experience with the loss
of a friend at Campbell House, and they want
others to receive the same kind of care.

“As a local company, we like to get involved
and give back to the municipalities that we work
within. Our local community supports our work,
and we want to give back and hopefully inspire
other organizations to do the same,” said Blake.
“We are incredibly grateful to Seeley and Arnill
Construction for leading this year’s campaign
with such generosity,” said Sandra Sullivan at
Hospice Georgian Triangle Foundation. “Their
gift is a beautiful reminder that it’s the little things
like kindness, compassion, and community spirit,
that make all the difference. Their support will
help us provide the dignity, comfort, and care that
everyone deserves, especially during this time of
year.”

To donate to the holiday campaign visit:
HospiceGeorgianTriangle.com/Holiday2025.

From left: Hospice Georgian Triangle Foundation
Board chair Blaine Bell, Hospice Georgian
Triangle CEO Trish Rawn, Hospice Georgian
Triangle Foundation manager of stewardship
and development Linda Caron, Seeley and Arnill
Construction operations manager Blake Arnill,
and president/owner Paul Arnill.

GUIDING YOU HOME EVERY
STEP OF THE WAY

JENNY BEATTIE
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
JENNYBEATTIE.LOCATIONSNORTH.COM

C: 705.795.5482 d
JBEATTIE@ROYALLEPAGE.CA |
S LOCATIONS NORTH | | ’ -

ba\\dohs

bﬂ%\rren someone's a:j
a balloon bouque

we deliver in and around Creemore
Phone; (705)-795-5733

Luxury.

[t's not a
]_'.‘]ILL }_‘.u_nui..
its a kind of

GILCHRIST BONNIE MACPHERSON

GROUP

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Direct: 647-981-3778
_ ffice: 705- mnnn

mlinammmmahm ﬂll

A '5 Ll%ﬂl-uﬁ’ REALTY

ﬂ.u&l(.'l'll BAR T

‘1985

MYLAR & LORETAS

HOUSE OF SUSTENANCES AND CHEER

4 Private Dining Rooms
Catering & Take Out

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, ON
Call for reservations (705) 445-1247
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THE STAYNER KINSMEN
ofANTA CLAUS PARADE

ﬁGawtherﬂamdmn SATU R DAY ) DEC. ©
et o 10:30AM - 12:30PM

shine brightly for you and direct your
steps towards happiness

The parade starts at Station Park and travels

MERRY west along Higkwng 20 to Airport Road, then
- south on Airport Road, finishing at the old

Foodland where you can visit with Santa and
enpg hot o{ogs and hot chocolate. A

F-ESTIVE FUN FOR"
. THE HOLIDAYS

MOMNETARY DONATIONS
ACCEPTED FOR THE
FOODRAMNEK.

Formerly Wheeler’s Insurance
Over 100 Years
__In Business -
SINCE 1955 Q) R Doaihl= s
Ea UIPMENT ¢ 1071 County Road #42, Stayner -
<, ﬂt’“ 705-428-3138

IPE et AP e
H"'f’ﬁ;} ILIL Mf?
Join us for the Santa

Claus Parade!

A,

%‘mﬁcr Foot Clinic
(

Hoffman 5:3%;: We have everything

you need to make the

Meats 2 season delicious.

fs{ Deli Cold Cuts * Smoked Meats
"A] Fe Fresh Sausages * European Groceries
! Fresh Beef & Pork * Imported Products
‘g/‘ Fa’:ﬂ E:Tii{i; . Sides of Beef or Pork cut to your order :
: :"t’_:n Closed on Sunday and Monday
21.22 Side Road * 1 mile south of Stayner

705. 428.3507

EEe Eﬂﬁ?ﬂg - f U

334 Sykes St. S., Meaford
519-538-3070

272 2 Main St. E., Stayner

705-428-0889




Stayner Garden Club celebrates
past 100 years with shade for
future generations

To commemorate its 100th
anniversary, the Stayner Garden
Club has planted a native red oak at
Centennial/Kinsmen ParticiPark.

Club president Anne Ripley said
although the centennial was actually
in 2023 circumstances caused the club
to delay the planting until September.

Ripley said a decision was made to
install a bench around the tree so people
could one day enjoy the shade the oak
will provide as it matures.

The park is active with community
events like the Stayner Duck Races and
movie nights hosted by the Stayner and
District Kinsmen.

“We want people to have a seat and
rest while on a hike or bike ride. You
could even come down and read a book
and listen to the creek rippling by just
a few feet away,” said Ripley. “The
tree will take some time to grow and
provide a nice covering of shade. It is
the only oak in that section.”

The park is located at 240 Brock St.

Right: A ribbon cutting was held
on Nov. 14 with Anne Ripley,
Clearview Township Mayor Doug
Measures, members of council and
members of the Stayner Garden
Club.

Briar Kelly photo

J "’

THE CREEMORE ECHO e Friday, December 5, 2025 7

Enjoy your shopping experience in the
historic village of Glen Huron.

One stop shopping

Complete line

/
We have something for everyone. ‘

for all your bird and
pet food needs.

50 Ibs Black sunflower seed $36.50
25Ibs. Peanuts in shell $63.00

~x 18 kg Mixed Bird Seed $27.95
18 kg. Country cat food $37.95

18 kg Dog food $28.95

of Tough Duck

Clothing & Accessories ‘

Insulated Overalls $92.99
Lined Jacket $105.00
Two Pack Gloves $9.97 « =

A,
¥

We now sell

Blundstone "{
footwear full line ‘

BAFFIN BOOTS

Winter boots for men, women & children 8

Baffln Ice Bear Boots.......$199.97 s
h HiVis, Safety & Women’s Work Clothes
ACTON BOOTS -45C ultra light

winter metal-free CSA
Reg. $179.00 SALE $143.00

WATCH FOR OUR SALE
FLYER DEC 1-24

Christmas Trees
A Have Arrived &

< Ice Salt - 20 kg $8.50 CSA Workboots
Premium Hardwood Water proof, metal
- wood stove pellets - $8.45 free $163.00
L2 We sell and install water softeners & UV lights =N
AT For all your building needs as well as heating oil, &
diesel, propane and gas delivery ( ‘

l‘ HAMILTON . #0

Glen Huron HAM".TO"
705-466-2244 BROS.

Hamiltonbros.ca TIMBER MARY

» a’ / > B A W \ - | '.= :‘;A.‘

See what you’ve missed at creemore.com

TERRY [
DOWDALL **

1-866-435-1809 - TerryDowdallmp.ca
Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca

ES T
N ;’” i Gift certificates available
Moij;‘ﬁn’ém 705-442-0114
mollymald.ca julie-waltho@mollymaid.ca

Let us do
the cleaning
for you!

MOLLY MAID

mollymaid.ca
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there suppert ever the year and
Mﬁqmaﬁmay‘e
and happy heliday season.
Bobpy 'N BALANCE

PHyYsIOTHERAPY & WELLNEsS CLINIC
3 Caralire 51 E, Creemore, (T05) 520-0285 ~ admendi brliphrysio com
www.bodynbalancephysio.com

W‘fo/Mi }p

@0<

Artisanal Cooking Classes +
Culinary Experiences

SR Let’s sock it to the

A meaningful gift for the season:

¢ L
hands—on cooking classes, inspired by the slow c°ld th's season!

r ms of € cour citchen o ¥ 5 ¥ ¥
hythms of th atry kitchen, Q The Creemore Echo is now accepting contributions of
iesEeres “pasth s Dasiy < chessomki NEW SOCKS, MITTS & HATS
foliday 4 ff cerlificalen on behalf of St. Luke’s Community Foodbank.
=]
TheContemplativeCook.com ‘ a\ . We are also collecting financial contributions and gift cards
= for St. Luke's and the Clearview Stayner Foodbank.

Culinarian | Private Cook | Curator

\
(/A WSt (( cle

20% OFF

DOOR PRIZE: 5F IZ-rlI' TIJTp"
BALLOT TO Wi 0

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5”' 9AM-6PM
SATURDAY DECEMBER 6™ 9AM-5PM

Dr. William Hawthorne
Dr. Jordan McKee
www.madriverdental.com
705-466-3344
2-15 Elizabeth §t. E
Creemore, ON




THE CREEMORE ECHO e Friday, December 5, 2025 9

Gelebrate Chrisanas
in Creemore

cAnnual *frree (ighting Ceremony
Friday, Dec. 5, 5:30to 7 p.m.

TREE TO BE LIT AT 4:45 P.M. HOSTED BY THE CREEMORE VILLAGE GREEN & FIREFIGHTERS' ASSOCIATION

Nl 1.1 Hotictay Geason
) \Independent
Wine Shop & Bar

Santa Claus Parade
Saturday, Dec. 6, 1:30 p.m.

HOSTED BY THE CREEMORE BIA - VISIT SANTA IN THE CREEMORE VILLAGE GREEN AFTER THE PARADE

J.8. Bach’s fong “Walk inthe Snow ooy < 5

SUﬂdG 2 p'm_ Unigue Bottles lo Bring Home
MUSIC BROUGHT E HILLS ARTS & HERITAGE SOCIETY @W‘/O‘L Hodld. Friendd. gFW

Daily Fine Wines By-the-Glass

Christmas sMarket fie Wes By vl
Sunday, Dec. 7, 14 & 2] Clit ) chnimionss

@chinchincreemore
HOSTED BY THE CREEMORE FARMERS' MARKET INSIDE STATION ON THE GREEN

705.445.2222 e ae B ‘
480 Hume 5t, Collingwood ¢} " Al B EIII - g

= )] G e

JOYFUL
& HOLIDAY SEASON

Family Owned, Community Driven
Al Bell has been part of ou rc' mmunity for m '-re thun 70 years.
5till selling cars today, he p oof that expe
d dication never go out of T.q]
Come see him today ¢ minndg ur perfect vehicle!
WWW. MIKEJACKSONGM.COM

AFRESH FREE-RANGE TURKEY 285
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

LIMITED NUMBER
AVAILABLE
\ ORDER BEFORE
THEY ARE GONE!
N

l To book or for more info
call 705-466-3514 or email

info@100milestore.ca

f%‘
I
176 MILL ST. - 705-466-3514
=7

www.100milestore.ca
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Stayner pharmacist takes time for family

by Trina Berlo

Robert Knapper says after 41 years
as a pharmacist it is time to step out
from behind the counter and spend
quality time with his family.

The New Lowell area resident
has spent the last 15 years as the
pharmacist working in the Stayner
Medical Centre.

He said he’s not quite sure what led
him to be become a pharmacist other
than he wanted to help people.

“I thought it would be a good fit for
me since [’m a people guy anyway,”
said Knapper. “It just evolved into
where [ am now.”

After graduating from the faculty
of pharmacy at University of Toronto,
Knapper worked in Barrie at Allendale
Drugs. But after working 70 hours a
week for two decades, and in search
of a little more work-life balance,
Knapper opened a little store in the
Stayner Medical Centre.

Having grown up as a farm kid in
Grey County, Knapper said he wanted
to get back to that small town feel.

“I'risked it all, cashed in everything
and opened a little store,” said
Knapper.

He had three young sons that he
didn’t get to see as often as he’d like
so in 2010, he said, he convinced the
medical centre staff to let him have a
two-year trial and five years later there
was an expansion that provided the

T
Robert Knapper

pharmacy a dedicated space.

Knapper said he has seen so many
changes during his four decades as a
pharmacist, with the profession being
able to prescribe for minor ailments
and administer vaccines being the
most recent.

“We have a lot more professional
responsibilities and freedoms going
forward,” said Knapper. “We are a
much bigger part of the healthcare
team. We are the accessible part of the
health team, to get the ball rolling and

HOSPICE

GEORGIAN TRIANGLE

GIVETHEGIFT OF
COMFORT AND CARE

HospiceGeorgianTriangle.com

intercept issues — troubleshooting.”

The challenges include more
bureaucracy and more labour for less
of a return, which he said is an issue
across the board in healthcare.

He said he won’t miss that but
he will miss the community and the
clientele.

“They have been very good and
very supportive of me. I’'m forever
grateful for that,” said Knapper,
adding that he has been very lucky.
“It’s hard to leave but it’s just time.”

As for how he will spend his time,
Knapper said, “I’m planning on not
being a slave to the clock. I'm going
to enjoy my family a little bit more.
I’'m still trying to figure out exactly
what I’'m going to do but I’ll keep
myself busy.”

He said he has lots of jobs to do
around the house with the help of
his wife Cindy, and sons Brandon,
Zachery and Lucas, all in their 20s,
and all in the construction industry in
one field or another.

The new owner at Pharmasave in
Stayner is Kevin Yang.

Knapper posted on Facebook,
“Please be aware that my outstanding
support team of April and Kim will
be staying on to help the new owner
Kevin to get acquainted with the good
people of Stayner and surrounding
area. So I leave you in very capable
hands.”

Capacity building.

Mentorship.

Step back in time
at Simcoe County
Museum’s Victorian
Christmas

Simcoe County Museum is hosting
three enchanting evenings of holiday
cheer during its Victorian Christmas
event from Dec. 11-13.

From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., visitors
are invited to wander through lantern-
lit pathways and explore beautifully
decorated heritage buildings as
traditional Christmas music fills the
air. Shop for unique gifts from local
artisans, enjoy a captivating show on
our antique Magic Lantern, and warm
up with a hot drink before taking a
horse-drawn wagon ride through the
snowy forest. Inside, join carollers
in our 150-year-old church, create
Victorian crafts and treats to take home,
and sample delicious Victorian sweets.
And of course, Father Christmas
himself will be on-site to greet visitors
and spread holiday joy.

Admission for this event is by
donation, with all proceeds supporting
the Friends of the Simcoe County
Museum, a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to preserving local heritage.
Visitors are encouraged to bring
donations for the Barrie Food Bank
and/or the Simcoe County Paramedics’
Christmas Toy Drive.

Simcoe County Museum is located
at 1151 ON-26, Minesing. For more
details, please visit museum.simcoe.ca.

| _ "n"ll
e

Community confidence.

Quality of life.

In First Nations across Canada, the job of a
water operator is about much more than water.

This holiday season, make your gift T
mean more. @:fﬁ&%@%
From now until December 31, gifts will e

be matched at waterfirst.ngo/holiday e T3k
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Staff photos: Trina Berlo

Clockwise from above: Pipes and drums called the crowd to attention at the grand re-opening
celebration for Avening Community Centre on Nov. 30. Project engineer Peter Mensinga, RJ
Burnside’s manager of building restoration, and also a member of Innisfil Pipes & Drums, played
with his daughter Catharine on the snare drum, and son Jacob on bagpipes; Joan Rainbird, Claire
Mills-Bellamy and Myrtle Carruthers reminisce about the Avening Women'’s Institute, who call the
hall home, with hall board member Monica Norris; MPP Brian Saunderson called for all past and
present hall board members to join him on stage to receive a certificate of congratulations; Dorothy
Shropshire waves goodbye before ascending in the hall's new elevator. She was amongst those
invited to take ceremonial rides; along with Ellen Whitley and Myrtle Carruthers.

v -__id [lg 11'
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Let the festivities begin

b
1)

( STEER

Christmas Markers RN T
Indoors at Station on the Green December5;, é, 6:,

Farmers' Market

Join us for
Dec. 14 Exclusive Offers

Dec. 21 Give Aways

| a Milwaukee Rep on Site
@\\ \= 2 S Free Hotdog Lunch

PATISSIER « CHOCOLATIER

PRE-ORDERS ARE OPEN UNTIL DEC.18
while supplies-last Open Wed, Thurs, Fri, and Sun: 8:30am-4:30pm

\ ' ; w9 7051 County Rd.9, Stayner, ON, LOM 150

Sat: 8:00am-4:30pm
Callfor orders: 134 Mill Street, Creemore
1-705-466-6464 yfpatissierchocolatier.com

705-466-2600 | Tol 44-466-2600
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Contributed photo

Mayor Doug Measures, Clearview Youth Centre Coordinator Courtney Rogers and Youth Centre
Assistants Carson Arrigo and Felicia Wells accepting the Tim Hortons Holiday Smile Cookie Week

donation from Amy Bennett and Ann Murphy.

Cookie campaign raises
$7,358 for youth centre

The Clearview Youth Centre has benefitted from
Tim Hortons’ Holiday Smile Cookie campaign to the
tune of $7,358.

In total, $14,716 was raised during Holiday Smile
Cookie Week, with the remaining $7,358 supporting
Tim Hortons Foundation Camps.

Between Nov. 17 and 23, one dollar from every
Holiday Smile Cookie sold at the Stayner, Sunnidale
Corners, and Cashtown Corners restaurants was donated
to the Clearview Youth Centre, with an additional dollar
donated to Tim Hortons Foundation Camps.

“Thank you to Tim Hortons, and a big thank you to our
community for supporting our Clearview Youth Centre.
The generosity of this community will help build a space
where youth can explore their potential and create lasting
positive change,” said Mayor Doug Measures.

The funds raised will support the Centre’s mission to
keep young minds active and engaged as plans progress
for the opening of a brand-new Youth Centre in 2026.

This contribution will help bridge the gap between
the Centre’s current programming and the expanded
offerings planned for the new facility.

The future Youth Centre will build on the current
vision by offering enhanced spaces for recreation,
leadership, technology, arts, and mentorship — creating
a vibrant hub where young people feel safe, supported,
and inspired.

“We are so thankful to everyone who volunteered,
baked, purchased, and supported to make Smile
Cookie Week such a memorable and successful event.
It was more than a fundraiser; it was a celebration of
community, generosity, and heart,” said youth centre
coordinator Courtney Rogers. “There was something
truly magical about seeing so many people come
together with a shared purpose.”

For more information about the Youth Centre and
its programs, please visit www.discoverclearview.ca/
youth-centre.

* Service Directory °

978 new licensed childcare
spaces created

(Continued from page 1)

Wide Early Learning and
Child Care Agreement,
supporting the creation
of 978 new licensed
childcare spaces through
a cost-based funding
model.

The approved budget
includes a 3.5 per
cent increase (2 per
cent for operating and
capital and a 1.5 per
cent for asset management) on the County
portion of their municipal property taxes in
2026. This represents an impact of approximately
$10.86 per $100,000 across the region, based on
the 2016 property assessment. Of the county’s
$745.1 million operating revenue budget,
$237.4 million comes from Simcoe County
residential property taxes and the remaining amount
from other revenues and funding streams.

The county’s strong financial position is reflected
in its AA+ long-term issuer credit rating from S&P
Global Ratings, a leading provider of independent
credit assessments and market insights.

LTRY
Basil Clarke

2026 Budget Highlights include:

Total county operating and capital expenditures
for 2026: $1.042 billion ($745.1 million operating
and $297 million capital)

* LTC homes and seniors services, $216 million

 Paramedic services, $89 million

» Community support and wellbeing, $101 million

» Community housing, $114 million

* Housing and homelessness, $69 million

* Early learning and child care system
management, $151 million

* Transportation and engineering, $82 million

* Solid waste management, $83 million

GRAVITSSUNIPOWER S Wetaing

AL L5 COOPER | () 2 Welding & Repairs

| g I ti Y Machine Shop Facility

f. ‘S\E; ar gt.enera IOdl'I- High quality fabrication

or energy savings and income Welding solutions « CNC plasma cutting £
professionally designed and 7685 County Rd 91 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.-Monday to Friday

Book ahead for Saturday Service

172 Mill St., Suite E, Creemore

Iron Buttertly
CUSTOM IRON WORK
Metal fabrication & Laser cutting
Aluminum, Stainless, Mild Steel
Charcoal BBQs & Fire Pits Design
Welding ¢ Refinishing

Keith C. Boulter
LAW OFFICE

“installed 705-428-01 31 Don Brearey * howiewelding.ca |<CB@|(8ithb0U|ter|aW.C0m ironbutterfly.ca
Jeff Williams ¢+ 466-5741 705-466-2149 705-466-b454 705-791-5478
— Residential/
S| [CREWSON YN  Genr
R \@\\ electrical Practise of Law B R E E M u R
I |7 service PLUMBING X . Mediation and Alternative
pldnning, INSURANCE BROKERS — JIN /1N Dispute Rgsolutlon Eﬁmmg (.:ﬂ-_f
installation, Servzczng Crgemore - | - www.ferrislaw.ca encnd & et
ERCA/ESA Licence # 7015138 and repair 1-(800) 392- 1 151 and Surroundlng area John L. Ferris
creemoreelectrical.ca crewsoninsurance.com (705) 466-5807 Men L Cevollrovsee | | 705 - 466 - 5849
705-623-7 51 4 Shelburne - Wasaga Beach - Mount Forest Licensed and insured 705-466-3888
ROCKandLAND - Swept Away 2%
. " Chimney Services
forestry mulching ALUMINUM Kayden Conacting In « Chimney sweeps NEWPORT MASONRY
land clearing ——RAILINGS.con Reno and Handyman « Sales & installation BRICK - CONCRETE - STONE
excavator services blairpabla@bpaluminumeailings.com F?:f)'r‘lrr“’;";,soo}(r':d}f,':js » WETT Inspections INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS
rockandlandskidsteer.com Freg Estimates - Seniors Discounts Available Drywall, Taping, Painting, Zach Anketell DOMINIC GERAGHTY

705-305-2817

find ug an Facehok

SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS
705-888-0550
WWW.GRAVELRIDGE.CA

705-444-3407

TO BE PART OF THE
SERVICE DIRECTORY,
CONTACT NATALIE

SALES@CREEMORE.COM
705-466-9906

Decks and more

416-887-9239 Kaeron 705-440-9641 647.704.6851
PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE %
Landscaping | Excavating | Fencing k M[w
Property & Building Maintenance Tﬁm Em|m

Barn and Outbuilding Repair & Construction

DAVE NORTH ° 705-718-7370

Local tree experts
@ Qualitytree.ca

& 905-873-6882




CREEMORE
: CURLING CLUB
~ STANDINGS

Ladies

Team win-loss-tie
Arsenault 3-1-0
Crawford 2-1-1

Fuller 2-1-1
Millsap 2-1-1
Harvey 2-2-0
Verstegen 1-3-1
McKay 1-4-0

From the Hack: It was an exciting night on the
ice, with both early games coming down to the wire.
Skips McKay and Crawford sealed their wins with
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Daytime

Team win-loss-tie
Loranger 7-3-0
Lambert 5-5-0
Beelen 4-5-1
Gallaugher 3-6-1

From the Hack: Taking inspiration from the
Olympic curling trials last week in Halifax, Teams
Loranger and Lambert came out on Monday with
one thing on their minds — winning! Unfortunately
for Teams Beelen and Gallaugher, they easily
accomplished their goals.

On Wednesday, Teams Lambert and Loranger were
tied at seven, coming home. Al made a lovely draw
shot with his first stone, which Michael couldn’t
remove, allowing Team Lambert the close win. Marty
Beelen, with the help of his team, secured a victory
over Team Gallaugher. Good curling everyone!

their final shots. It was great to see Mel back out on

the ice in Creemore. Men

In the late draw, Marie was on fire from the first Team win-loss-tie
rock, and Gayle capped things off with a TSN-worthy J. Millsap 5-0-0 )
highlight-reel shot in the final end sneaking through Wilson 3-1-1 Glencall'll
two tight guards to score. Fuller 3-1-1

Good curling, everyone. Walker 3-2-0 705_424_6697

g;l;g; ?;:g For Reliable Service
SEND LOCAL SPORTS REPORTS AND SCORES TO T. Millsap 1-4-0 Tank Truck Delivery of Furnace & Stove Oil
editor@creemore.com Flack 0-5-0

W &CM &044 by Walter Feener

FUN

ACROSS 2 [3 |4 6 [7 |8
1. Very dry, as champagne
5. Ladder rung
9. Deny access to
10. Stoppage of traffic
12. Party for a mother-to-be
a | I l ( : ; 13. Short sock 15 10 7
15. Unhealthily pale 19 20 21
16. Male duck
. 18. Summer sign 23 24
SlldOkll by Barbara Simpson 19. Assistive devices
3 2 4 21. \éVinter dfriving hazard -26 27
22. Group of girls
1 6 3 23. Like the grass on the 28 29 130 31 32 33 134
other side 35 36 37
5 1 25. Summons to appear
before a court 38 39 40 41
2 8 3 4 26. Hairspray type
28. Mitten part 42 43 44 45
3 4 31. Place where pitchers S =
warm up
6 9 7 3 2 35. Tyres go on them 78 29
36. Cleaning appliance, for
7 2 short
37. Hindu woman’s dress DOWN 25. Mountain pass
6| 4 9 38. Everything 1. Girl with light-coloured 27. One of the most familiar
39. Subway system hair types of sugar
8 2 6 41. Went fast on foot 2. Use oars 28. Device for hurling clay
42. Some tableware 3. Not new pigeons
Answers on page 14 44. Be against 4. Breed of small dog 29. Birch ___, Saskatchewan
46. Natural grease found in 5. Fence part 30. Diacritical mark placed over
y sheep’s wool 6. Fork prong a German vowel
F R E D S F U N N I ES 47. Jacket material 7. Exclamation of mild alarm ~ 32. Humorous imitation of a
48. Spreads newly mown 8. Young hen serious writing
, ’ grass for drying 9. Dinette set part 33. Delete recorded data
Whﬂ'l' S dsnowmdans 49. Catch sight of 11. An annoyance 34. Baseball team
12. Things stolen 36. Parts of three-piece suits
® * 14. Playthings 39. Become better
f(IVOUl‘Iie Seusonlng? 17. Circus entertainer 40. Piece of classical music
N 20. Places where pieces join 43. Put a bow in
CI“"y flakes. 22. Ducks have them 45. Brisk energy
24. Bird’s beak
Local trivia
Conc. 3 was continuous from Avening into Creemore before what event?
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NVCA board urges province to reconsider proposed mega-regional conservation authority model

The Board of Directors of the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) has written to
Environment Minister Todd
McCarthy outlining its concerns
with the province’s proposed regional
consolidation of Ontario’s conservation
authorities.

NVCA chair and councillor Jonathan
Scott said the board supports the
province’s goals of efficiency, service
modernization and fiscal prudence, and
noted that NVCA has already delivered
many such improvements.

“We are committed to working
with the Province on genuine
modernization,” said Scott. “Our
concern is not with the objective,
but with the scale and structure of
the proposed ‘Huron—Superior’

consolidation model.”

The province’s draft boundaries
would merge seven conservation
authorities across 1,400 kilometres
and 78+ municipalities, ranging from
Thunder Bay through Northern Lake
Huron and into fast-growing regions
of Southern Ontario in the Greater
Toronto Area.

“Such a configuration risks
undermining the local accountability
that is central to effective watershed
management,” said Scott.
“Conservation authorities were created
by municipalities and remain funded
and governed locally. Decisions about
permitting, floodplain management and
watershed planning work best when
they reflect local site conditions and
municipal growth patterns.”

Church

Directory

Centenniol United Church

Sunday service, 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Jennifer Irving
234 William St., Stayner

Jubilee Preshyterian Church
10 a.m. Sunday - Rev. Darren May
1320 ON- 26, Stayner - 705-428-2653

9:30 a.m. Sunday
Pastor Micah denBok
22 Caroline St. W., Creemore
705-430-6056

clearviewcommunity.church

705-428-3711 - office@ucstayner.ca Traditional Preshyterian worship with some contemporary style.
www.ucstayner.ca www.jubileestayner.org « jubileepres@rogers.com
CLEARVIEW COMMUNITY
CHURCH cKetox g/ redbe ftetian

(hreervete

10 a.m. Sunday
Rev. Carson Hansford
8933 County Rd. 9, Dunedin

GOOD SHEPHERD

ANGLICAN CHURCH
219 Scott St., Stayner - 705-428-3885

N:15am - Moming Prayer (15t 3rd & 5th Sundays)
N:15am - Eucharist (2nd & 4th Sundays)

Rev. Michael Peterson - 226-750-0928
www goodshepherdanglicanstayner.ca

MANSFIELD PRESBYTERIAN
Welcomes you

Sundays 9:30 a.m.
936572 Airport Road, Mulmur

Rev. Sarah Stockford
Organist Mark Dubois

THE CHURCH OF JESUS,
THE LAMB AND THE LION
3:30 p.m. Sunday
Ministers J. and E. Inglis - 705-466-5838
12 Wellington St. W., Creemore

Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Preaching the offence of the cross to the world.

St. Andrew’s Maple Cross
Presbyterian Church
10 a.m. Sunday
Rev. Mitch McVeigh
1 Caroline St., Creemore
705-241-8702

CREEMORE & NEW LOWELL
PASTORAL CHARGE

New Lowell 9:45 a.m. St. John's 11 a.m.

Rev. Jane Sullivan - 705-466-2200
newlowellunitedchurch.weebly.com
www.stjohnscreemore.ca

St oLukes
Sunday services at 11:15 a.m.

Rev. Sharon Sangster and Rev. Lorna May
22 Caroline St. W, Creemore
705-352-2759 or 705-466-2206
www.stlukescreemore.ca

(_Elmmmsz” Fhes %f;fﬁzzf‘m.n,

Sunday service, 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Terry denBok
3521 County Rd 124, Nottawa

705-444-6823 * office@epcn.ca
emmanuelpresbyterian.ca

ST. PATRICK’S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

6:30 p.m. Wednesday & Friday, 11 a.m. Sunday
Fr. Tom Kluger
215 Pine 5t, PO, Box 430, Stayner
705-428-2124
www.stpatricksst.archtoronto.org

HOLY TRINITY CLEARVIEW
ANGLICAN CHURCH
10 a.m. Sunday in-person and online
4 St. Clair St., Duntroon
Rev. Ray Dobson - 705-794-9140
www.holytrinityclearview.com
church@holytrinityclearview.com

Stayner EMC is now

Compass Life Church

10:30 a.m. Sunday in-person and online
Pastor Rob Harwood

202 Ontario St., Stayner « 705-428-3741
compasslifechurch.ca

He also noted that the proposed
model combines communities and
watersheds with little shared hydrology
or infrastructure reality.

“A single administrative structure
spanning the GTA, Northern Ontario
and rural regions is unlikely to be
nimble, and may make it harder for
builders, farmers and municipalities
to get timely advice that keeps
housing and infrastructure projects on
schedule,” he said. “From a common-
sense perspective, it seems inherently
unrealistic to have the GTA and Thunder
Bay in the same region.”

While reiterating that the NVCA
Board of Directors does not support
amalgamation, Scott stressed that the
Authority aims to be constructive.
“If the Province continues to explore
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next °
season.
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consolidation, there are more coherent
alternatives,” he said. “Amodel focusing
on consolidating Georgian Bay—area
authorities would better reflect shared
geography, reduce transition costs and
maintain the local accountability our
municipalities rely on.”

“We welcome further dialogue
with the province,” Scott said. “We
believe there is a path to improved
service delivery that is efficient, cost-
effective and grounded in the realities
of Ontario’s diverse watersheds. NVCA
stands ready to contribute to that work.”

For more information about the
proposed boundaries for the regional
consolidation of Ontario’s conservation
authorities, including an interactive
map, visit the Environmental Registry
of Ontario.
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IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK
ITWOULD ASKFOR US BY NAME
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AUTOSOLVE
e

Licensed
& Insured

'INS#

Service@AutoSolve.ca | www.AutoSolve.ca

Call for a quote
or appointment

705 466 9950
104 Edward St. E.
Creemore

This week’s answers

312|714/ 5/ 1[9] 6|8
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914|/6|7/8/ 2[5 13
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5/ 6|41 9| 7| 3| 8 2
6|7 29 1 3845
8| 5|12 6/4(7] 39
4] 39|57 812/ 6
Trivia: Hurricane Hazel
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Submit your classified ad by 5 p.m. Tuesday:
call 705-466-9906, fax 705-466-9908,

email sales@creemore.com

$20 + hst for 25 words or less

SERVICES
ELLIOTT PAINTING AND
DECORATING, over 30 years
experience with excellent references.
Interior and exterior painting. Now
booking for spring. Call for free
estimate at 705-466-2356.

WHITLEY FENCE builds and
repairs all types of agricultural or
residential fences. Cedar rail, equine
paddocks, dog pens, farm fence, post
install, gate supply and install. Call
Clay 705-627-8900, Jim 705-623-6844
or claytonwhitleyprojects@gmail.com.

BARN RENOVATIONS, beam
replacements, stone and poured
concrete, all types of roofing repairs,
new siding and flooring, jacking up
barns, new steel roofs. All types of
horse and cattle fencing. Custom
barn and shed painting. All types of
excavation and demolition. Contact
647-248-8987. Servicing local area.

Smiths lawn care now booking
WINTER SERVICES: handyman
services and small Reno’s, dump runs,
and firewood sales. Call 705-888-7092
or email smithlawns@outlook.com.

No job is too small. Just name it, we
do it! Anyone in need of transportation
for shopping, medical, etc., service
can be provided. Now seeking winter
and spring jobs, power washing
decks, etc. For best in gardening,
pruning, leaf blowing, painting, patio
stone and brick work, tree cutting,
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,
spring cleaning and where beauty is
concerned call Desmond at Herron’s
Landscaping 705-430-6613 or 705-
606-6633 or email herronslandscaping
563@gmail.com.

Retired PLUMBER, 54 years
experience. Fully licensed and
insured. Service only. Clearing drains,
repairs, replacing fixtures. Call Bruce
for free estimate, 705-734-8372.

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS Bam
repairs and jack ups; stonewall and brick
repointing; cement repairs and parging.
Contact Aaron, 416-666-0104.

LADY PAINTER. Quality indoor
painting with excellent references. Call
Janis at 705-441-4150 for free estimate,
or email janis.wilson64@yahoo.ca.

CLEANER available — for your
house, garage, office, car — I do it
all! Free in person consultation and
reasonable rates for regular cleaning
or one-time jobs. Text/call Lisa Bader
(Creemore resident) at 416-859-5985.

ESSAYS, POEMS, and PODCASTS
from local philosopher, Madelaine
Ley. Subscribe to STIRRINGS at
madelaineley.substack.com.

STONE & TILE INSTALLER.
Interior and Exterior. 30+ years
experience. Satisfaction guaranteed.

References available. Call Kevin at
705-985-1851.

FOR SALE

Once again the Legion’s Ladies
Auxiliary are making TOURTIERE
PIES this December. Orders are to be
in by Dec. 12. Pies are to be picked up
Dec. 17, between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Call Laura to order at 705-466-2462.
Large, $20. Small, $5.

Stonehedoe

QUALITY HORSE HAY
Year Round Delivery
647-224-9500

DRY HARDWOOD

2 Years SEASONED,

$430/ bush cord. FREE
delivery and Volume discount.

Complete Woodlot
Management, 519-986-2474

HELP WANTED

Spriggs Insurance is Hiring!
Insurance Broker Wanted

We're locking for o friendly, motivated
Insurance Broker to join our local team!

If you enjoy helping people, love problem-
solving, and know your way around
insurance policies, we'd love to hear from
you,

What the job involves:
* Helping clients find the right coverage
for their homes, cars, and businesses
* Quoting, renewing, and servicing
policies
* Building long-term relationships with
clients who trust your advice
» Working with a supportive team that's
here to help you succeed
What we're looking for:
* A licensed Insurance Broker (RIBO)
» Someone who's reliable, personable,
and organized
* A great communicator who enjoys
working with people
* Local to the area
What we offer:
» Competitive pay and optional
benefits
» A friendly, down-to-earth team
environment
* Ongoing learning and growth
opportunities
» Work hours are Monday to Friday 9am
to S5pm.

If you think you would be a good fit,
please forward a resume to Jamie
McKean at jamie.mckeanespriggs.ca, or
drop one off at the Stayner Spriggs
Insurance office at 1071 County Road 42.
If you have any questions, please contact
Jamie McKean at
(705)-428-3138 extension 4502.

CHURCH ORGANIST - St
Georges Anglican Church in Utopia is
currently seeking a person proficient
in piano and organ to lead our choir
during Sunday morning service at 9
a.m. We are a small congregation and
the remuneration would be in the form
of a monthly honorarium. To discuss
this opportunity further, please call
Sandi Schneider at 705-424-5735.

LOST AND FOUND
A BLACK LEATHER MITTEN
was found on the sidewalk in front of
the Echo. Come to the office to claim.

FOR RENT
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
at 175 Mill St., Creemore. Approx.
850 sq. ft. suite featuring original
woodwork, new  heaters, new
lighting and paint, spacious rooms
with decorative ceilings, updated
bathroom, lovely new kitchen
facilities, and separate reception/work
room. Potential waiting room adjacent
to entrance. South-west exposure
ensures lots of natural light. Generous
storage in main office room, bright
and airy second office. Fridge, stove
and microwave included. Utilities
(heat, hydro, water and sewage) not
included. References required. First
and last month’s rent required in
advance. Minimum six month lease.
$1,900 plus HST per month, and $40
plus HST common area cleaning fee.
Availability to be determined. E-mail
jsmart7cvp@gmail.com to make a
viewing appointment. Please note
minimum two days notice is required
for viewing this suite.

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT
in Creemore. Freshly painted, brand
new kitchen, four piece bathroom,
washer and dryer on site, private
entrance, parking space included,
and a beautiful sunny deck. $1,850
inclusive. Available immediately. Call
416-315-7255.

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Carl, (1927-
1991), Gertie (1930-2020) and
Rick (1956-2015) Gowan.
Loving memories of those so dear,
Treasured still with a love sincere,
In our hearts, they are living yet,
We loved them too dearly to forget.
Love always,

Susan & Fred, Terry, Trudy & Wayne,
Cathie, Dan & Lynn, Tam and families.

Maxine Armagost (née Rowbotham)
passed away on Dec. 6,2022. She will
be remembered for her gentle spirit
and the joy she found in life’s simple
pleasures. Maxine loved watching
birds, spending time on the ice skating,
and sharing cherished moments with
her family. She is deeply missed by
her loved ones and by Team Maxine,
who carry her memory with great
love.
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WE'VE MOVED!
NOW LOCATED IN DUNEDIN

519-216-2283
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Avening

{l‘.".'l.ldl.."h L0 COme,

Avenins
Community
Centre

approving the -.u‘rr.x‘.\"tl'-ilir_r renovarion,

DEAR FRIENDS, NEIGHBOURS, AND SUPPORTERS
OF AVENING COMMUNITY CENTRE

Thank you for g'm‘.l’:'u’:i_; to our re-opening celebration last ."1111‘|1.l:|_\'. Hq.'u:ing
neighbours, friends, long-time supporrers, and new faces come together made
the afternoon truly meaningful and reminded us why we, as a board, advocared
tor the renovation to the hall and work to keep the doors of the ACC open.
Thanks also to all of volunteers who made the event possible. Your efforts made

the celebration run smoaothly and creared a joviul, memorable dav.
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strengthens our communicy, Their vision and dedicarion laid che foundarion For
E :

We extend a heartdfele thanks to cthe many puuph:.. urg:;.ni?.:ltiunﬁ.

:lI'H.I hLISiHCSHCS th:l.l' I'I'I:J.d{_' tl'll..' renovation P(?S:\'il'll{_'.

Clearview 'I'n'.x'ns.]ﬁip Council and swaff Thank vou for supporting and

Domm Construction Led: Thank you for your dedication and pruli:.w.wiun:l]i.wln

R] Burnside & Associates: Thank vou for vour design and planning work to

hring the hall up to m.'l.'l.'s.-cil1i]il_~.' standards.

Residents, supporters, and community members: Thank vou for |'|ru-.iding
funds, time, and encouragement. Our hall has always been at the hearr of the

i-l.‘."l' L'L‘lf.'l'll".ll'ii.'l'l'l."\. music '.lI'IL:l L:l'.ll'll.'i.l'lg. 'I'I'.IL'L"liI'Ig:\. ];lllgl'll'f.‘t’. '.lI'IL:I

With n|ccp appreciation from The Avening Community Centre Board,
Karen Cubitr, Sara Hershoff, Bill Hewiter, Bonnie MacPherson, Robert MeArthur,
Monica Novris, Ed Stephens, Tina Stephens, Melanie Waleers
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Blundstone boots £ - '

THE HIGHLY

ANTICIPATED |
TURKEY TOSS

WWW. EREEMU RECOYOTES.COM

HAMILTON BROS.
TIMBER MART

Your only propane and
fuel supplier located in
Clearview Township

HAMILTON BROS, 7 cenuon d Conco

Building and Farm Supplies hamiltonbros@ultrafastwireless.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1874
705-466-2244 « HamiltonBros.ca

CUSTOM
SHEDS

& METAL ROOFING INSTALLATIONS

F i ,
‘

Manufacturer Direct:

STORAGE SHEDS
GARAGES
MINI BARNS
BUNKIES

up to 2500 sq ft.

CALL FOR A QUOTE

CLARE MARTIN
519-501-7604




