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Questions about the Real Estate Market? 
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what your property is worth.

VISIT US  154B Mill Street, Creemore

by Bonnie MacPherson 
During a meeting that lasted more 
than three hours and was plagued by 
audio problems, Clearview council 
reviewed the staff proposed 2026 budget 
Monday when the public was given the 
opportunity to provide input.

There were 31 questions submitted to 
the online portal relating to the budget, 
of which 30 came from self-appointed 
watchdog Dave Witzke. They ranged 
from a query about mileage on a used 
grader to be purchased by the public 
works department, to a challenge about 
a new parks and recreation building to 
be funded through development charges 
(DCs). 

Witzke asked where the money will 
come from with housing starts basically 

on hold. The mayor responded that the 
project is on hold until such time as the 
DCs are collected. 

One question from the floor of council 
chambers focused on the township’s 
reliance on outside consultants. 

Treasurer Kelly McDonald informed 
the meeting that last year’s cost for 
consulting was roughly $3.5 million. 

M a y o r  D o u g  M e a s u r e s 
acknowledged that it is a big expense, 
but says the township has an obligation 
to bring in consultants where staff 
does not have the required expertise, 
as is often the case with engineering 
questions. 

The proposed budget is $39.1 million, 
reflecting a 1.99 per cent increase in 
municipal spending over last year. 

Following some minor tweaks to the 
budget, Clearview Township residents 
can expect a property tax increase of 
2.06 per cent next year. 

Of each dollar collected, 56 cents 
remains in Clearview. The balance 
goes to fund county services such 
as long term care homes and solid 
waste collection; school boards, OPP 
policing and the Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority. The County 
of Simcoe recently approved its 2026 
budget with a 3.5 per cent increase on its 
portion of municipal property taxes. In a 
news release, the county touts the budget 
as maintaining existing service levels 
while focusing on delivering value in 
today’s challenging financial climate.

Among the changes approved 

by council this week are $2,500 to 
improve the sound system in the 
council chambers, $5,000 to replace 
23-year old-furniture in the lobby at 
the administration centre and $4,000 to 
connect the trailer washroom at Village 
Green park to municipal sewer and 
water services. 

The mayor will present the proposed 
budget to council on Jan. 8. Council 
will then have 30 days to pass any 
amendments. Final adoption of the 
budget is scheduled for Feb. 7.

More information on the budget 
process and a department by department 
breakdown of proposed spending 
can be found at www.clearview.ca/
government-committees/corporate-
finance/annual-budgets/2026-budget.

Budget goes through painful public input process

by Bonnie MacPherson
Clearview Transit buses will not be 
returning to Creemore in the short 
term despite a transit study presented 
to council this week calling for 
modifications to the Stayner route and 
the addition of three trips per weekday 
to Creemore. 

Mayor Doug Measures noted that 
the Creemore route was abandoned in 
2020 due to extremely low ridership, 
and said he has not seen any demand 
for reinstatement. 

“Having said that, if there are 
Creemore residents who want to see 
transit service restored, they should 
reach out to (township) staff,” he 
said. “For now, I think we should 
remove the Creemore route from 
this recommendation pending further 
discussion by council.”

A report by Left Turn Right Turn 
transit consultants found that the transit 
system has been virtually unchanged 
since it was launched in 2017. Consultant 
Matthew Lattavo suggested it is 
probably time to adjust routes to reflect 
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Twins Nathan and Gavin Lawrence won the crazy hat contest, earning them the honour of lighting up the Christmas 
tree at Creemore Village Green on Dec. 5. See more photos on page 7. Their creative hats and very enthusiastic 
support from their three older brothers set them apart. (See 'Transit' on page 3)

Mayor reluctant to 
accept recommendation 
for Creemore bus
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 Friday, Dec. 12
•	 Line dancing lessons every Friday night at Station 

on the Green. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. $15 per person. 
Beginner friendly, bring your water bottle. Sign up 
at the Creemore 100 Mile Store or call/text Linda 
at 705-794-0638.

•	 New Lowell Legion every Friday night wings and 
things from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

•	 The Rob Roy United Church Choir performs its 
Christmas cantata, Come to the Manger at 7 p.m. 
Enjoy a peaceful, candlelit journey to Bethlehem 
through anthems, narration and traditional carols. 
Refreshments to follow. Freewill offering gratefully 
accepted. The church is located at 469487 Grey 
Road 31 - Simcoe Road 95, Singhampton.

Saturday, Dec. 13
•	 The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 457 Stayner: 

Christmas bake sale from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Deep Tracks rock band starts at 6 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. For more information call 705-428-
3809.

Sunday, Dec. 14
•	 Christmas in Clearview Market at Stayner 

Community Centre from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over 
35 vendors, crafts with the library, snack bar, 10 
swag bags at 9:30 a.m. and noon, door prizes and 
kids treats.

•	 A Community Christmas Concert at Jubilee 
Presbyterian Church, Stayner. Join for an evening 
of carols, choirs and community at 7 p.m. A freewill 
offering will be taken to support the work for the 
Clearview Ministerial. Refreshments will be served 
following the concert.

•	 Creemore Farmers’ and Craft Market indoors at 
Station on the Green from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. during 
December. For info, creemorefarmersmarket.ca. 

Tuesday, Dec. 16
•	 Pub Trivia Night every Tuesday night from 7  

p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Old Mill House Pub, 141 Mill 
St., Creemore. $10 cover includes entry, answer 
sheets and a shot at prizes. Gather your team and 
put your knowledge to the test. For more info, 
contact 705-466-5244, visit theoldmillhousepub.
com, or join the Pub Trivia Facebook group.

Wednesday, Dec. 17
•	 New Lowell Legion hosts euchre every Wednesday 

from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 18
•	 Join the Mad River Hiking Club for an easy, two-

hour hike in the Lauden Tract of the Simcoe 
County Forest. Meet at 10 a.m. in the parking lot 
at 3000 Centre Line Rd. in New Lowell. For more 
information and to register, e-mail striegl01@
hotmail.com.

•	 Join The Stayner Legion Thursday evenings for 
the pool league starting at 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Stayner Legion 7149 ON – 26, for more 
information call 705-428-3809.

Friday, Dec. 19
•	 Christmas Cheers at The Dunedin Pub. 

Start your holidays off with good spirits and great 
company at The Dunedin Pub’s annual Christmas 
Cheers event. Festivities begin at 7 p.m. 19+ 
event. Cash bar with proceeds going to the hall. 
No cover.

Tuesday, Dec. 23
•	 The Night Before the Night Before at the Creemore 

Legion. 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. A family-friendly evening 
featuring a community potluck from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. For more information, call 705-606-2172 or 
e-mail allangrin@gmail.com. 

Thursday, Dec. 25
•	 Creemore Community Christmas Dinner at 4:30 

p.m. at the Creemore Legion, PWYC. Everyone is 
welcome. Come out to dine and/or volunteer. Take-
out dinners and delivery available. A donation 
of a non-perishable food item is appreciated. To 
reserve your seat, make special arrangements, 
or donate to the event, contact or e-transfer 
Donna B. at CreemoreChristmasElf@gmail.com 
or call 705-446-2523. For more information, visit 
www.CreemoreChristmas.ca. 

•	 Stayner Camp is hosting a free community 
Christmas dinner from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Dinner 
includes turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
corn, carrots, and pie. To register call 833-326-
2267. Eat in, take out and delivery available.

Saturday, Dec. 27
•	 The Dufferin County Pony Club hosts an open 

house from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 585446 County Rd. 
17, Melancthon. The club welcomes anyone who 
loves horses and wants to learn more about them. 
Members focus on equine education, horsemanship 
and stable management through mounted and 
unmounted meetings, regional competitions and 
more. Open to participants aged 7 to 99; horse 
ownership is not required.

Sunday, December 28
•	 A Doctor’s Work: Reflections from Gaza talk and 

fundraiser at Station on the Green from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Join Dr. Mel Brecknell as she shares her 
experience treating patients, supporting families 
and working under unimaginable conditions. This 
fundraiser will directly support seven families in 
Gaza. Event details and tickets at tinyurl.com/
doctor28. Tickets: $25 each. 

Wednesday, Dec. 31
•	 Rockin’ in the New Year with Deep Tracks at the 

Stayner Legion, 7149 Highway 26. Tickets $40 
per person, including midnight buffet and party 
favours, available soon. For more information 
contact 705-428-3809.

Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2026
•	 Gentle Tai Chi one afternoon a week at St. 

Patrick’s Hall in Stayner. This class is for anyone 
who would benefit from learning and practicing 
Tai Chi at a slower pace than a regular class. It 
is suitable for anyone with balance, stamina, 
mobility (chronic disease or joint replacement), 
anxiety, or other concerns. For more information: 
staynertaichi@gmail.com. CTCA website: www.
canadiantaichiacademy.org.

St. Luke’s 
Wednesday, Dec. 17  6 p.m.
The Holiday season is difficult for those

whose hearts are hurting. You are not alone.

Please join us for a gentle contemplative
service for those who are carrying pain or

loss during this season of celebration.

Monday: 
10:30 am Gentle Yoga (Sass) 
7:00 pm Slow Flow (Tara)   
Tuesday: 
5:30 pm Yoga Flow (Angel)
7:00 pm Restorative Yoga (Sass)
Wednesday:
9:00 am Yoga Flow (Sass) 
10:30 am Gentle Yoga (Sass) 
Thursday:
5:30 pm Strong Flow (Sinead) 
Saturday:
10:30 am Yoga Flow (Sass) 

Breathwork Workshop - Dec. 18, 7:30 pm
Empower 2026 - Dec. 27, 10:30 am

Yoga Schedule
December 2025

1 Caroline St. W. Creemore
(705) 888-7729  thecreemoresanctuary@gmail.com

www.thecreemoresanctuary.com

Clearview Community Church
Christmas Eve Services

Wasaga Beach

Stayner

Creemore

Collingwood-
Nottawa

4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
800 Sunnidale Rd. Wasaga Beach

7 p.m.
1070 County Rd 42, Stayner

10 a.m.
St. Luke’s Anglican, 22 Caroline St W

6:30 p.m.
22 Batteaux Rd. Nottawa

clearviewcommunity.church
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Service@AutoSolve.ca | www.AutoSolve.ca

IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK 
IT WOULD ASK FOR US BY NAME

YYoouurr  ttiirreess  
ccoouulldd  uussee  

ssoommee  
ssppaaccee......

jjuusstt  uunnttiill  
nneexxtt  

sseeaassoonn.. Now offering 
seasonal tire 

storage.

Call for a quote 
or appointment  
705 466 9950 

104 Edward St. E. 
Creemore

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS 
- PRESENTS - 

DECEMBER 19
VINTAGE TOY & ADVERTISING MEMORABILIA 

 

A Collector’s dream offering vintage toys, gas & oil memorabilia, and standout
advertising signs all in one sale! Just in time for the holiday season. We even have

our own big jolly guy making a list & checking it twice… Dennis of course! 

Features: Minnitoy Pressed Steel Supertest Oil Tanker; Tonka Pressed Steel Carnation
Milk Delivery Van; Dinky Supertoys Gift Set 990 incl. Diecast Pullmore Car Transporter;
Toys Toys Plastic Mercedes Benz 300 SL Pedal Car; AMF Big 4 Pedal Tractor; 588
ISETTA Tin Friction Car; Ertl McCormick Farmall & Mogul Diecast Tractors – signed by
Joseph L. Ertl; Hubley Cast Iron Race Car w/ Moving Pistons; Hot Wheels Carry Case &
Track Sets w/ large assortment of sealed diecast cars; Ertl American Muscle Diecast ’69
Dodge Charger R/T & ’70 Chevy; Dinky Supertoys 666 – Diecast Missile Erector Vehicle;
Britains Historical Series Lead Figure Sets; 1951 Schwinn Black Phantom Bike; Comics;
Play Sets & Games; Model Kits; Train & Racing Track Sets and more. 

In addition to vintage toys, this sale features a wide variety of Tin; Porcelain & Framed 
Paper Advertising from brands such as Red Indian; Texaco; Ford; Buffalo Motor Oil; 
Evinrude Outboard Motors; Gold Star Stamps and more; Pepsi-Cola “Delicious 
Refreshing” Battery OP Wall Mount Clock; Stained Glass Coca-Cola Table Lamp; Orange 
Crush SST Push Plate; Gas Station Collectibles incl. Shell Oil 60L Barrel Can; Gasoline 
Fuel Pump Globe; Service Caps w/ Texaco Patches; Hubcaps; Motor Oil Cans; and so 
much more. Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 

Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started. 
Call, text oremail anytime! 

Fri Dec 19th, 10am – 4pm,orcall for appointment on another day.
Sat Dec 20th, 10am – 4pm.Callor text if you need more information.

Preview:
Pickup:

Lots begin closingat5pmonDec19th.

Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base 
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne). 

Call: 519-288-2228|Text Only: 519-938-1315 
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com|www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com 

by Trina Berlo 
After Hurricane Melissa hit Jamaica, 
Desmond Herron began ramping 
up his efforts to send supplies back 
home. 

Herron, a Stayner based landscaper, 
regularly sends supplies back home 
to his wife and family but after the 
Category 5 hurricane devastated 
Jamaica and cut off supplies to 
islanders, Herron’s clients began 
asking what they could do to help. 

He was encouraged to set up a Go 
Fund Me page where people could 
contribute funds to help Herron 
purchase specific items, which he 
ships home in crates and barrels for 
distribution in his home community. 

“I am trying to do more but I can’t 
do it by myself,” said Herron. “I need 
help.”

His wife and family are in Seaforth, 
in St. Thomas Parish, where mercifully, 
their house is in tact. The supplies are 

being distributed there and in small 
communities in Portland Parish, both 
parishes being in Jamaica’s east end. 
Herron said residents in the area have 
been reaching out to his wife for help 
because they are not able to get the 
basic supplies they need. 

One crate has already been shipped 
and Herron said he will continue to 
send goods as resources allow. 

To stretch every dollar, Herron 
shops for non-perishable food items 
at the dollar store, or by getting 
discounted products at grocery stores. 
His shopping list includes things like 
rice, flower, sugar, tinned meats like 
tuna, corned beef, and sardines.

Herron is close to his fundraising 
goal of $5,000 but will keep the 
campaign going as long as needed. 

To donate, search ‘For hurricane 
damage in Jamaica on gofundme.com 
or e-transfer herronslandscaping563@
gmail.com.

Stayner man sends essential supplies home to Jamaica

changes in population density. 
“There has been significant growth 

in the east and southern portions of 
Stayner,” he said. “The four most 
popular destinations on the Stayner 
route are Stayner Collegiate, the arena, 
the Superior Street residential area and 
the former Foodland location.” 

He noted a significant increase in use 

of the stop servicing the new Foodland 
location at Highway 26 and Grand 
Trunk Road. Since 2023, the system has 
been providing 13,000-16,000 trips per 
year, which works out to an average of 
2.5-3 trips per service hour. Lattavo says 
that is well in line with expectations for 
this type of local service with regional 
connectivity. 

In addition to the scheduled Stayner 

route, Clearview Transit offers 
specialized door-to-door service for 
riders in Stayner and Nottawa with 
disabilities. Lattovo says 40 per cent of 
those trips go to Wasaga Beach and 59 
per cent go to Collingwood showing that 
specialized transit plays a critical role 
in connecting Clearview residents to 
services in neighbouring municipalities. 

The recommendation adopted by 

council will be cost-neutral, according 
to Lattavo, and will involve some 
route changes to eliminate tricky left 
hand turns. Buses will depart from the 
administration centre on Gideon Street 
and travel a clockwise loop through 
Stayner with connections to Simcoe 
County’s LINX system and Wasaga 
Beach. Changes will take effect in 
Spring of 2026. 

Contributed photo 

Desmond Herron is sending essential supplies back home to Jamaica 
where they are being distributed throughout communities impacted by 
Hurricane Melissa.

Transit consultants recommend route changes to address growth
(Continued from page 1)
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The Creemore Legion’s fairy tale float in the 1985 Creemore Santa Claus Parade. 

FeedbackOPINION& Feedback and old photos welcome
info@creemore.com
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free locally. 
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To receive a weekly copy of The Creemore Echo by mail 
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us at info@creemore.com or visit www.creemore.com. 
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THE WAY WE WEREHEALTH

by Dr. Colin Lee
A new report from the Canadian Cancer Statistics 
Advisory Committee shows that cancer mortality 
rates are going down and this is great news. However, 
cervical cancer rates have stopped declining in Canada. 
More than 99 per cent of all cervical cancers are 
caused by the human papillomavirus (HPV). A safe 
and effective HPV vaccine has been available through 
Ontario’s School Immunization Program since 2007. 
This vaccine not only prevents cervical cancer but 
protects against several other cancers caused by HPV 
infection, such as oral, throat, anal and penile, types of 
cancer that many of us have seen affect people we know.

Unfortunately, in Simcoe Muskoka only about 63 per 
cent of Grade 7 students receive this important cancer 
prevention vaccine, leaving more than 2,000 Grade 7 
youth each year unprotected against several types of 
cancer that could impact them in the future.

Locally, the rate of cervical cancer for females aged 
20 to 44 years is about 50 per cent higher in Simcoe 
Muskoka than in Ontario. It is estimated that over 75 
per cent of Canadians will have an HPV infection at 
some point in their lifetime, as it is easily transmitted 
through skin-to-skin contact during sex. Condoms 
provide only partial protection against HPV infection. 
By contrast, HPV immunization offers lifelong, 
bulletproof protection against HPV—a fact supported 
by a 2024 study in Scotland that found zero cases of 
cervical cancer among young women fully vaccinated 
against HPV.

If you are still in high school and missed the HPV 
vaccine in Grade 7, it is not too late. In Ontario, students 
can receive the HPV vaccine for free until the end of 
Grade 12, and men who have sex with men are eligible 
until age 26. Talk with your health care provider about 
the vaccine or book an appointment at a health unit 
immunization clinic.

The Public Health Agency of Canada shares that the 
risk of cancer from HPV goes beyond cervical cancer 
as there are more than 100 types of HPV and it is one 
of the most common sexually transmitted infections 
(STI). Both men and women can get HPV which is 
responsible for 80-90 per cent of anal cancers, 40 per 
cent of vaginal and vulvar cancers, 40 to 50 per cent 
of penile cancers, and 25 to 35 per cent of mouth and 
throat cancers in Canada.

The HPV vaccine is 99 per cent effective at 
preventing HPV infections, as well as the cancers and 
warts they can cause. In my clinical practice, I have 
seen young people devastated when they seek medical 
care for their genital warts. None of these patients had 
received the HPV vaccine and all of them wish they had.

Vaccines work best when given before someone 
is exposed to a disease which is why the vaccine is 
offered to students in Ontario in Grade 7 through in-
school immunization programs, along with vaccines 
for meningococcal disease and hepatitis B. Vaccines 
are also more effective when given to young teens 

Georgian Triangle Humane Society (GTHS) has 
launched its annual Home for the Holidays adoption 
event. 

“With the holiday season upon us, we know that 
many families are looking to open their homes and 
hearts,” said Karen Marsh, executive director of 
the GTHS. “This event is designed to make adoption 
accessible while ensuring every pet receives the 
compassion, care, and the thoughtful matchmaking 
they deserve. Our team is ready to help connect 
people with pets who will bring joy, comfort, and 
companionship into their lives.”

For the first time, the promotion includes dogs.

Throughout December, adoption fees are:
• Adult cats, $100
• Kittens, $140
• Adult dogs, $100 off the adoption fee
• Signature pets – Overlooked pets (longer than 

average length of stay), special paws (medical 
condition or quite elderly) or Underdogs (animals 
experiencing behavioural challenges) – by donation

To adopt during the Home for the Holidays event 
go to gths.ca and navigate to the Animals for Adoption 
page. Browse available cats and dogs to learn more 
about their personalities and needs. Then visit the 
GTHS Animal Centre any day between noon and 4 
p.m. throughout December to meet the animals and 
complete an adoption application with the help of an 
adoption counsellor.

We can eliminate cervical cancer with 
the bulletproof HPV vaccine

Humane Society launches 
Home for the Holidays 
adoption event
Event supports accessible pet 
adoptions throughout December

Send letters to the editor to editor@creemore.com. All letters must be signed with the writer's full name 
and include a phone number (which will not be printed.) Deadline is 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

We appreciate submissions for our They Way We Were feature. Bring in your old photos and we will 
scan them and get right back to you. We also accept submissions by e-mail to editor@creemore.com. 
Thank you.

(See 'Latest' on page 5)
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Making a “forever” sort of  
difference to Mulmur life.

Your gift to the Mulmur Community Fund this  
holiday season will help provide a lifetime of local 

grants that build our collective quality of life. 

Please give generously at  
dduuffffeerriinnccoommmmuunniittyyffoouunnddaattiioonn..ccaa

For Mulmur. Forever. Give today.

mansfieldoutdoorcentre.ca
Questions? (705) 435-4479

Swimming Lessons now included
 Lunch & Snacks provided

2026 summer camp

REGISTRATION is OPEN!

2026 summer camp
REGISTRATION is OPEN!

Register NOW for BIG savings!Register NOW for BIG savings!
Early Bird pricin� ends Jan 15Early Bird pricing ends Jan 15

MANSFIELDOUTDOORCENTRE.CA   (705) 435-4479MANSFIELDOUTDOORCENTRE.CA   (705) 435-4479

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

ROCKandLAND 
The Trusted Choice 

for Forestry & Land Clearing

WE WORK WE WORK 
WINTER!WINTER!

Saturday, Dec. 13 at 6 PM. 
DEEP TRACKS

presents

EVERYONE WELCOME!
No cover, but please bring a

non-perishable food item for
the Stayner Food Bank. 

 Stayner Legion

Branch 457, Stayner, 7149 ON-26. (705) 428 3809

Come out and enjoy
some ice time with the

whole family!
Courtesy of Caroline McIntosh Real Estate

Free Public Skate
Creemore

FRIDAYS 4:30-5:50

when their immune systems are most responsive to 
the vaccine.

While the vaccines for HPV and hepatitis B are 
not required to attend school, they are strongly 
recommended. The fact that HPV and hepatitis B are 
sexually transmitted viruses adds a stigma that can 
cause parents to hesitate to vaccinate against those 
diseases, and there is also confusion about who needs 
to get vaccinated for HPV due to its link to cervical 
cancer. However, because HPV can cause other types 
of cancers and warts that affect males and females, the 
vaccine has been available to both sexes since 2016.

Grade 7 might seem too early to worry about 
protecting them from STIs and it is natural to want 
to wait until they are “ready” or are an adult, but 

vaccines are needed before a person is exposed to 
infection. Moreover, the vaccines do not cause or 
lead them to be sexually active sooner. The HPV and 
hepatitis B vaccines each need two doses, and the 
body needs time to build up strong immunity. This 
is why we offer these vaccines to students when they 
are in Grade 7 — so they can grow up to be healthy 
and protected from these preventable diseases.

Until the latest Canadian Cancer Statistic report 
showed the plateau in cervical cancer rates, Canada 
had been on target to eliminate HPV by 2040. 
Australia is on track to reach HPV elimination status 
by 2035, so it is possible to eliminate it here as well. 
By preventing the spread of HPV with vaccination, 
we can protect people’s health and ultimately, 
eliminate cervical and HPV-related cancers, and 

genital warts. Getting students vaccinated against 
HPV is not just about reducing the spread of an 
STI, it is about protecting people from an entirely 
preventable cancer.

For more information about routine and required 
vaccines given to students and the diseases they 
prevent, please  visit smdhu.org. To speak with a 
public health professional, call 705-721-7520, ext. 
8827 or 1-877-721-7520, Monday to Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Dr. Colin Lee is an Associate Medical Officer 

of Health at the Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit. His primary responsibilities are in the areas 
of vaccine preventable diseases, infectious disease 
and sexual health.

(Continued from page 4)

Latest stats show a plateau in cervical cancer rates

CHAMBER 
MUSICAL  
Tom Allen (from right) 
performed his chamber 
musical JS Bach’s Long 
Walk in the Snow at St. 
John’s United Church 
Dec. 7 with Patricia 
O’Callaghan, Rebekkah 
Wolks te in ,  Joseph 
Phil l ips ,  and Jamie 
Parker .  The sold-out 
show was presented 
by Purple Hills Arts an 
Heritage Society.

Don Beaulieu photo
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Merry Christmas
W I S H I N G  Y O U  A  V E R Y

F R O M  A L L  O F  U S

M O B I L E  7 0 5 . 4 4 4 . 3 2 7 2
P H O N E  7 0 5 . 4 6 6 . 6 2 6 2

M O U N T A I N - R I D G E . C A

PURPLE HILLS ARTS & HERITAGE SOCIETY PRESENTS

CHAMBER
MUSIC
SERIES

2026
 ST. JOHN’S

UNITED
CHURCH,
192 MILL ST,
CREEMORE

$40 PER CONCERT / $45 AT THE DOOR / $110 FOR THE SERIES

STRING QUARTET
SUN, 22 FEB 2026

2 PM

VIOLIN / GUITAR DUO
SUN 29 MAR 2026

2 PM

OCTET
SUN, 12 APR 2026

2 PM

FOR TICKETS
VISIT PHAHS.CASPONSORED BY 

THE BANK CAFE

GIVE THE GIFT OF 
MUSIC THIS YEAR

B R E A K F A S T  W I T H 
SANTA Vickie Brulotte gathered 
family, friends and school staff to 
pull off Breakfast with Santa again 
this year at the Creemore Legion 
on Dec. 6. Although funds are still 
trickling in from the silent auction, 
it is estimated the event raised 
about $5,000 for Nottawasaga and 
Creemore Public School and St. 
Luke’s Community Food Bank. 

Contributed photos
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Staff photos: Trina Berlo 

TREE LIGHTING The Creemore Community 
Children’s Choir warmed up the crowd gathered 
for the annual tree lighting held at Creemore 
Village Green on Dec. 5 with a selection of 
Christmas carols before the crazy hat contest 
determined who would light the tree. 
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One stop shopping
for all your bird and
pet food needs.

Complete line
of Tough Duck

Clothing & Accessories

BAFFIN BOOTS
Winter boots for men, women & children
Baffin Ice Bear Boots.......$199.97
HiVis, Safety & Women’s Work Clothes

We sell and install water softeners & UV lights
For all your building needs as well as heating oil,

diesel, propane and gas delivery

50 lbs Black sunflower
25lbs. Peanuts in

seed $36.50 
shell $63.00

18 kg Mixed Bird Seed $27.95
18 kg. Country cat food $37.95
18 kg Dog food $28.95

Insulated Overalls $92.99
Lined Jacket $105.00
Two Pack Gloves $9.97

WATCH FOR OUR SALE
FLYER DEC 1-24

ACTON  BOOTS -45C ultra light

winter metal-free CSA 
RReegg.. $$1179.00 SSAALLEE $143.00

Glen Huron
705-466-2244
Hamiltonbros.ca

HAMILTON
BROS.

We now sell
Blundstone

footwear full line

Ice Salt -
Premium
wood stove pellets - $8.45

20 kg $8.50 
Hardwood

CSAWorkboots
Water proof, metal
free $163.00

Enjoy your shopping experience in the
historic village of Glen Huron.
We have something for everyone.

Christmas Trees
Have Arrived

$39.82 – $57.52 + tax

Scotch Pine, White Pine
Fraser & Balsam

by Bonnie MacPherson
The Township of Clearview will 
allocate money in the 2026 parks and 
recreation budget to address problems 
with three washroom trailer units 
purchased last year. The portable trailer-
style washrooms were positioned this 
year at Creemore Village Green, the 
Nottawa Baseball Park and Station 
Park in Stayner.

It quickly became apparent that the 
trailer in Creemore could not handle 
the crowds at major events. In a typical 
weekend, the holding tank would be 
full by Sunday evening or Monday 
morning. During major weekend 
events, once tanks were full, toilets 
were overflowing and washrooms had 
to be closed in keeping with Ministry 
of Health regulations. 

Scheduled maintenance included 
weekly pumping by a local contractor 
and daily cleaning by parks staff for 
a total annual budget of $15,000. In 
fact, tanks needed to be pumped twice 
per week, and vandalism necessitated 
extra cleaning. 

Washrooms inside Station on the 
Green building are unavailable for 
major events, due to the need to keep 
them for the use of people renting the 
facility.

Mayor Doug Measures suggested 
that the capacity issue could be resolved 
by connecting the trailer to municipal 
water and sewer services. 

“It would be great if we could build 
permanent washroom facilities but 
that is going to take time and money,” 
he said. “In the meantime, we can 
install plumbing to connect the trailer 
to water and sewer, much in the same 
way you would connect an RV at a 
campground.” 

Measures asked council to allocate 
$4,000 to install the connections, and 
said this is a significant opportunity for 
the public works and parks departments 
to work together. 

Council agreed to start with the 
Village Green washroom trailer and 
then decide whether to proceed with 
more permanent installation of the two 
remaining trailers. 

Staff photo: Trina Berlo 

Hawksley Workman (right) is joined on stage at Avening Hall Dec. 4 by 
Mr. Lonely, his creative partner for more than two decades, during a show 
that included some deep cuts, rarities and reimagined hits.

Township to connect 
washroom trailer 
to services to solve 
capacity issues
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Games
&FUN

5      3 8  
   9  6   7

 4 8   2     
 3     7    
  4 8  9 5   
  9     6  
    7   3 1
6   1  8    

 1 5      8

5 9 6 7 4 1 3 8 2  
3 2 1 9 8 6 4 5 7
4 8 7 3 2 5 1 9 6

 8 3 2 6 5 4 7 1 9  
7 6 4 8 1 9 5 2 3
1 5 9 2 3 7 8 6 4  
9 4 8 5 7 2 6 3 1  
6 7 3 1 9 8 2 4 5
2 1 5 4 6 3 9 7 8  

  

Canadian Criss Cross

9 10 11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

15 16 17 18

12 13 14

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51

52 53

12/11

      ACROSS
  1. Spanish sparkling wine
  5. Temporary stitch
  9. Glossy fabric
10. Speak 

extemporaneously
12. Address part
13. Piece of pasta
15. Make lace
16. Candle part
18. Bite on persistently
19. A long time
21. Garment worn outdoors
23. Fruit drink
24. Downstairs, maybe
26. Juno Award winning 

Canadian rock band
28. Andiron
30. Cabal member
33. Worthless stuff
37. You can’t live without it
38. One named in a will
40. Catch sight of
41. Move little by little
43. Lowest high tide
45. Bottom of a dress
46. Warm up again
48. Having no vegetation
50. Funeral song
51. In ___ daylight
52. Place for a peephole
53. Newspaper piece

      DOWN
  1. Price-fixing group
  2. Gobbled up
  3. Range of vision
  4. Playful prank
  5. Big beer mug
  6. Without further ___
  7. Wooden shoe
  8. Steal a person
  9. Detachable rocket unit
11. Skate part
12. Hurt with a knife
14. Large jug with a wide 

spout
17. Exclusive group
20. Kind of drink

Answers on page 11

22. Horn sound
25. Accompanying
27. Monster in fairy tales
29. Go back in
30. Match up
31. Like notebook paper
32. Three-petalled flower
34. Religious retreat
35. Drive fast
36. Song sung in church
39. Leader of a Jewish 

congregation
42. Long sandwich
44. Not all
47. Gone by
49. Fish eggs

FRED’S FUNNIESFRED’S FUNNIES

by Barbara Simpson

Doctor: Relax David, it’s just a small 
surgery. Don’t panic. 

Patient: “But my name isn’t David.”
Doctor: “I know. I’m David.”

Sudoku

by Walter Feener

Trivia
What were the names of Lady Simcoe’s Dogs? 

MYLAR & LORETAS
HOUSE OF SUSTENANCES AND CHEER

Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, ON
Call for reservations (705) 445-1247

4 Private Dining Rooms
Catering & Take Out

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

brighten someone’s day 
with a balloon bouquet

we deliver in and around Creemore 
Phone: (705)-795-5733

Glencairn 
705-424-6697

For Reliable Service
Tank Truck Delivery of Furnace & Stove Oil

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS 
- PRESENTS - 

DECEMBER 16
STRIKE THE ARC: 

WELDING SHOP CLOSEOUT
After servicing the community for 
nearly 40 years, this welding shop 

is hanging up its helmet! 

That means you get to strike the arc 
while the auction’s hot and bid on some

quality shop & farm equipment. 

Don’t forget about our low 5% Buyer’s Premium and $400 cap. Equipment located onsite at
277046 6th Line NE, Melancthon, ON L9V 2J7. Please do not show up at the shop outside of

the agreed upon times. We can not interrupt usual business.

If you’re interested in absentee bids, give us a call. 
Let us treat you like family too!! 

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Tues. Dec. 16. 
Preview: Mon. Dec 15, 10am-4pm. Wed. Dec 17, 10am-4pm. Pickup:

 
Call:519-288-2228 |TextOnly:519-938-1315 

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com
www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com 
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CLEARVIEW COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

9:30 a.m. Sunday
Pastor Micah denBok

22 Caroline St. W., Creemore
705-430-6056

clearviewcommunity.church

St. Luke’s St. Luke’s 
Anglican ChurchAnglican Church

Sunday services at 11:15 a.m.  
Rev. Sharon Sangster and Rev. Lorna May

22 Caroline St. W., Creemore 
705-352-2759 or 705-466-2206

www.stlukescreemore.ca

CREEMORE & NEW LOWELL 
PASTORAL CHARGE

New Lowell 9:45 a.m. St. John's 11 a.m.

Rev. Jane Sullivan • 705-466-2200 
newlowellunitedchurch.weebly.com 

www.stjohnscreemore.ca 

clearviewcommunity.church

Church Directory

TO BE PART OF THE TO BE PART OF THE 
SERVICE DIRECTORY, SERVICE DIRECTORY, 
CONTACT NATALIECONTACT NATALIE

SALES@CREEMORE.COMSALES@CREEMORE.COM

705-466-9906705-466-9906

• Service Directory •

Gravity Sun Power
solar generation 

for energy savings and income
professionally designed and 

installed
Jeff Williams • 466-5741

Machine Shop Facility
High quality fabrication 

Welding solutions • CNC plasma cutting
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.-Monday to Friday

Book ahead for Saturday Service
Don Brearey • howiewelding.ca

705-466-2149

CUSTOM IRON WORK
Metal fabrication & Laser cutting 
Aluminum, Stainless, Mild Steel
Charcoal BBQs & Fire Pits Design 

Welding • Refinishing 
ironbutterfly.ca

705-791-5478

Iron Butterfly

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

1-(800) 392-1151
crewsoninsurance.com

Shelburne - Wasaga Beach - Mount Forest

General 
Practise of Law
Mediation and Alternative 

Dispute Resolution
www.ferrislaw.ca 

190 Mill Street
705-466-3888

John L. Ferris
Megan L. Celhoffer

ERCA/ESA Licence # 7015138

Residential/ 
commercial 

electrical 
service 

planning, 
installation, 
and repair

creemoreelectrical.ca
705-623-7514

T. NASH

Servicing Creemore 
and surrounding area

PLUMBING

(705) 466-5807
Licensed and insured

ROCKandLAND 
forestry mulching 

land clearing 
excavator services

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

BRICK • CONCRETE • STONE
DECKS & FENCES

INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS

DOMINIC GERAGHTY

647.704.6851

Reno and Handyman  
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Doors, Trims, 
Drywall, Taping, Painting, 

Decks and more 
416-887-9239 Kaeron 

Dave North • 705-718-7370 

Landscaping | Excavating | Fencing
Property & Building Maintenance 

Barn and Outbuilding Repair & Construction

 PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

SSwweepptt  AAwwaayy
CChhiimmnneeyy  SSeerrvviicceess
• Chimney sweeps
• Sales & installation
• WETT Inspections

ZZaacchh  AAnnkkeetteellll

705-440-9641

Daytime 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Loranger 	 8-4-0 
Lambert 	 7-5-0
Beelen 		 5-6-1
Gallaugher 	 3-8-1

From the Hack: On Monday, Team 
Loranger was back in the winning 
column, after a close battle with Team 
Gallaugher. Barb, the lead for Team 
Loranger, managed a wonderful double 
takeout with her last rock. She was 
overheard stating; “Wow, I’ve never 
done that before!”

Teams Lambert and Beelen put “Ws” 
on their score cards on Wednesday. 
Team Lambert is climbing up in the 
standings; can they overtake the league 
leaders? Stay tuned... the top two teams 
play on Monday!

Good curling everyone!

Dufferin OPP is warning residents 
about a text message scam circulating 
in the area that falsely claims recipients 
have incurred a speed camera fine.

In a incident reported to the Dufferin 
OPP, a victim received a text message 
stating that a speed camera fine had been 
issued, along with a link appearing to 
direct the individual to a secure Service 
Ontario payment page. Believing the 
message to be legitimate, the victim paid 
what appeared to be a $12 fine.

By submitting the payment, the victim 
unknowingly provided scammers with 
access to their credit card information. 
Fraudsters then attempted to withdraw 
$750 from the card. Fortunately, the 
suspicious transaction was detected by 
the credit card company, the card was 
cancelled, and no further losses occurred.

The victim later received a second, 
similar text message. 

Police want the public to know:
• The Ministry of Transportation 

of Ontario (MTO) does not send 

notifications of fines by text message.
• The MTO does not collect or use 

personal phone numbers for enforcement 
or fine notifications.

• Legitimate provincial offence 
notices, including speed camera fines, 
are delivered by mail only.

• Do not click on links in unsolicited 
text messages-even if they appear to be 
from official agencies or government 
services.

• If you receive a suspicious message, 
delete it immediately and do not provide 
any personal or financial information.

Anyone who believes they may have 
been a victim of fraud is encouraged to 
contact police and report the incident 
to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 
1-888-495-8501 or antifraudcentre-
centreantifraude.ca.

Anyone with information related to 
this scam is asked to contact the OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122, or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or www.
crimestopperssdm.com.

Mixed 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Crevier 		 5-0-0
Meulendyk 	 3-1-1
Filion 		  3-2-0
Fuller 		  3-2-0
Prosser 		 2-2-1
Bryant 		 2-3-0
Cass 		  2-3-0
Arsenault 	 0-5-0

Ladies 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Fuller 		  3-1-1
Arsenault 	 3-2-0
Millsap 	 2-1-2
Crawford 	 2-2-1
Harvey 		 2-2-1
Verstegen 	 2-3-1
McKay 		 1-4-0

From the Hack: On Ice 1, Team 
Arsenault came on strong with a seven-
point lead, then an unexpected turn 
from Team Fuller to catch up, taking 
the win with a five-point last end. 
Proving again anything can happen, 
so never give up! Ice 2 was a close 
game between Team Millsap and Team 
Harvey, ending in a tie.

Team Crawford played Team 
Verstegen in the late game, with Team 
Verstegen for the win, good curling 
everyone!

Men 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
J. Millsap 	 6-0-0
Fuller 		  4-1-1
Walker 		 4-2-0
Wilson 		 3-2-1
T. Millsap 	 2-4-0
Cober 		  2-4-0
Sauder 		 1-3-2
Flack 		  0-6-0

Creemore 
Curling 
Club 
standings

SEND LOCAL 
SPORTS REPORTS 
AND SCORES TO 

editor@creemore.com

Police warn of speed camera text scam
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A G E S C O A T A D E

R E H E A T B A R R E N

C A V A T A C K

I IS A T N A D L B

S T R E E T N O O D L E

IT A T W C K G N A W

B E L O W T R O O P E R

IF R E D O G

P L O T T E R T R A S H

I IA R H E R E S P Y

I N C H N E A P H E M

ID R G E B R O A D

ID O O R T E M

This week’s answers

5      3 8  
   9  6   7

 4 8   2     
 3     7    
  4 8  9 5   
  9     6  
    7   3 1
6   1  8    

 1 5      8

5 9 6 7 4 1 3 8 2  
3 2 1 9 8 6 4 5 7
4 8 7 3 2 5 1 9 6

 8 3 2 6 5 4 7 1 9  
7 6 4 8 1 9 5 2 3
1 5 9 2 3 7 8 6 4  
9 4 8 5 7 2 6 3 1  
6 7 3 1 9 8 2 4 5
2 1 5 4 6 3 9 7 8  

  
Trivia: Tay, Tiny and Flos

ECHO Classifieds Submit your classified ad by 5 p.m. Tuesday: 
call 705-466-9906, fax 705-466-9908, 
email sales@creemore.com
$20 + hst for 25 words or less

SERVICES 
ELLIOTT PAINTING AND 
DECORATING, over 30 years 
experience with excellent references. 
Interior and exterior painting. Now 
booking for spring. Call for free 
estimate at 705-466-2356.

WHITLEY FENCE builds and 
repairs all types of agricultural or 
residential fences. Cedar rail, equine 
paddocks, dog pens, farm fence, post 
install, gate supply and install. Call 
Clay 705-627-8900, Jim 705-623-6844 
or claytonwhitleyprojects@gmail.com.

BARN RENOVATIONS, beam 
replacements, stone and poured 
concrete, all types of roofing repairs, 
new siding and flooring, jacking up 
barns, new steel roofs. All types of 
horse and cattle fencing. Custom 
barn and shed painting. All types of 
excavation and demolition. Contact 
647-248-8987. Servicing local area.

Smiths lawn care now booking 
WINTER SERVICES: handyman 
services and small Reno’s, dump runs, 
and firewood sales. Call 705-888-7092 
or email smithlawns@outlook.com.

No job is too small. Just name it, we 
do it! Anyone in need of transportation 
for shopping, medical, etc., service 
can be provided. Now seeking winter 
and spring jobs, power washing 
decks, etc. For best in gardening, 
pruning, leaf blowing, painting, patio 
stone and brick work, tree cutting, 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 
spring cleaning and where beauty is 
concerned call Desmond at Herron’s 
Landscaping 705-430-6613 or 705-
606-6633 or email herronslandscaping 
563@gmail.com. 

Retired PLUMBER, 54 years 
experience. Fully licensed and 
insured. Service only. Clearing drains, 
repairs, replacing fixtures. Call Bruce 
for free estimate, 705-734-8372.

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS Barn 
repairs and jack ups; stonewall and brick 
repointing; cement repairs and parging. 
Contact Aaron, 416-666-0104.

LADY PAINTER. Quality indoor 
painting with excellent references. Call 
Janis at 705-441-4150 for free estimate, 
or email janis.wilson64@yahoo.ca.

CLEANER available – for your 
house, garage, office, car – I do it 
all! Free in person consultation and 
reasonable rates for regular cleaning 
or one-time jobs. Text/call Lisa Bader 
(Creemore resident) at 416-859-5985.

ESSAYS, POEMS, and PODCASTS 
from local philosopher, Madelaine 
Ley. Subscribe to STIRRINGS at 
madelaineley.substack.com.

STONE & TILE INSTALLER. 
Interior and Exterior. 30+ years 
experience. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
References available. Call Kevin at 
705-985-1851.

FOR SALE
Once again the Legion’s Ladies 
Auxiliary are making TOURTIERE 
PIES this December. Orders are to be 
in by Dec. 12. Pies are to be picked up 
Dec. 17, between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
Call Laura to order at 705-466-2462. 
Large, $20. Small, $5.

QUALITY HORSE HAY
Year Round Delivery

647-224-9500

                                                                  

DRY HARDWOOD

2 Years SEASONED,

$443300/ bush cord. FREE 
delivery and Volume discount.

Complete Woodlot
Management, 519-986-2474

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE 
at 175 Mill St., Creemore. Approx. 
850 sq. ft. suite featuring original 
woodwork, new heaters, new 
lighting and paint, spacious rooms 
with decorative ceilings, updated 
bathroom, lovely new kitchen 
facilities, and separate reception/work 
room. Potential waiting room adjacent 
to entrance. South-west exposure 
ensures lots of natural light. Generous 
storage in main office room, bright 
and airy second office. Fridge, stove 
and microwave included. Utilities 
(heat, hydro, water and sewage) not 
included. References required. First 
and last month’s rent required in 
advance. Minimum six month lease. 
$1,900 plus HST per month, and $40 
plus HST common area cleaning fee. 
Availability to be determined. E-mail 
jsmart7cvp@gmail.com to make a 
viewing appointment. Please note 
minimum two days notice is required 
for viewing this suite.

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 
in Creemore. Freshly painted, brand 
new kitchen, four piece bathroom, 
washer and dryer on site, private 
entrance, parking space included, 
and a beautiful sunny deck. $1,850 
inclusive. Available immediately. Call 
416-315-7255. 

519-216-2283 
WE’VE MOVED!

NOW LOCATED IN DUNEDIN

DOG GROOMING

IN MEMORIAM
In   memory of    George Ransier,  a   beloved 
Dad, Grampa and Great Grampa,  
who passed away Dec. 13, 2010.
Your presence is ever near us
Your love remains with us yet
You were the kind of a father
Your loved ones would never forget.
Bob and Betty

ALL NOTICES ALL NOTICES 
ARE POSTED ARE POSTED 

ONLINE.ONLINE.

CREEMORE.COMCREEMORE.COM
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THE CLEARVIEW

NEWSLETTER

CLEARVIEW.CA/NEWSLETTER

STORAGE SHEDS
GARAGES

MINI BARNS
BUNKIES 
up to 2500 sq ft.

CUSTOM
SHEDS 

C L A R E  M A R T I N
5 1 9 - 5 0 1 - 7 6 0 4

& METAL ROOFING INSTALLATIONS

CALL FOR A QUOTE

Manufacturer Direct:

We are passionate 
about life’s journey...
 

Safe and 
supportive 
environment

Nursing care 
supervised by 
registered staff

Beautiful, 
community 
spaces

705 444 0507 – info@raglanvillage.com – 705 445 1100
         92 Raglan Street, Collingwood, ON

 Pretty River Residence 
provides specialized 

dementia care.
Discover the Raglan Difference

by Bonnie MacPherson 
On a recent trip to Toronto, Creemore 
resident Tricia Jeffery was inspired by 
a large heart bearing heart shaped locks 
and messages of love and hope outside 
Mount Sinai hospital. 

Jeffery was in the city to visit Joan 
Gordon, who is undergoing cancer 

treatment there. She immediately 
thought that a village called Creemore 
(Gaelic for big heart) should definitely 
have such a monument. 

“I snapped a picture and put it on 
Creemore Caremongering (Facebook 
page) and asked for help from the 
community,” says Jeffery. “Robert 

McArthur responded and said Craig 
Eskra would be just the guy to help.”

McArthur and Eskra donated the 
material and labour to construct the 
heart which was unveiled outside 
Station on the Green on the weekend. 

Creemore Home Hardware is selling 
engravable heart shaped locks for $10 

each, which Jeffery says is just to cover 
costs. 

The heart will be more permanently 
installed in the spring, and Jeffery is 
hoping to add lighting. 

Residents and visitors are invited to 
add their locks and post a picture on 
their social media. 

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson 

An unveiling and ribbon cutting ceremony was held on Dec. 6 for the new 
love lock sculpture outside Station on the Green with Marilyn Badger (from 
left), Joan Gordon, Tricia Jeffery, Robert McArthur, and Craig Eskra. 

Locking in on reputation for having a big heart
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