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by Bonnie MacPherson
Steer Enterprises is proud to have 
been named 2025 Business of the 
Year at the Clearview Chamber of 
Commerce’s eighth annual business 
awards ceremony held Feb. 21 at 
Highlands Nordic in Duntroon.

Since 2019, the 36,000 square foot 
facility at County Road 9 and Airport 
Road has been a local landmark. 
Controller Judith Crawford says 
Steer currently employs about 65 
people, and is a major supporter of 
community projects including student 
co-op programs. 

“Many of the people on the other 
side of that wall (indicating the 
service bay area) came to us as 
co-op students,” she said. “We 
typically have at least two students 
per semester.”

Founded in 2004 by owner Tim 
Young, Steer originally operated 
as a mobile operation travelling to 
customer locations to service their 
diesel equipment, heavy trucks and 

Steer Enterprises named business of the year

by Trina Berlo 
A new coalition has formed in order 
to create a province-wide campaign to 
draw attention to a resurfaced threat 
to water quality in the headwaters 
from a below-the-water-table quarry 
application. 

Founded by Mulmur resident 
Jeanette McFarlane and Melancthon 
resident Leigh Himel ,  the new 
Headwaters Community Coalition is 
kicking off its fundraising efforts with 
a benefit concert featuring some of the 

best known names in Canadian music 
who share a desire to see the natural 
beauty of the area and its pure water 
preserved. 

Various grassroots organizations 
and individuals have been opposing 
below-the-water-table aggregate 
extraction since the mega quarry 
proposal. Attention has now turned to 
an application by Strada Aggregates 
for a smaller but equally deep quarry 
near Horning’s Mills.

Headwaters is the source of four 
major river systems: the Nottawasaga, 
Credit, Humber and the Grand, which 
flow into Georgian Bay, Lake Ontario, 
and Lake Erie.

The goal of the coalition is to bring 
communities facing similar challenges 
under one umbrella. 

“They’re small communities, they 
have no voice. Big industries come 
in, they want to take over the land, 
the water and put their communities 
at risk,” said McFarlane. “It doesn’t 
matter how much you march, how 
much you protest, how many letters 
you write, it’s a David and Goliath 
story.”

She said it feels like the process is 
designed to grind down the opposition 
while big corporations with deep 
pockets prevail.

“We need to create awareness far 
beyond our little township,” she said. 
“We need to unite with others and find 
synergies.”

The goal is to give a bigger voice 
on the provincial stage while still 
activating locally.

trailers. By 2006 they established 
a home base in Glen Huron, but 
quickly outgrew that space. After 
several expansions and renovations, 
the decision was made to construct 
the new facility at Cashtown Corners. 

The Business of the Year Award 
is presented to a company that 
has  demons t ra ted  except iona l 
accomplishments. Their dedication 
to exemplary business practices 
not only fuels their success but also 
benefits the community, fostering 
greater awareness and interest in 
Clearview. This award celebrates a 
business that serves as a role model, 
inspiring others with its positive 
contributions and commitment to 
excellence. 

According to Clearview Chamber 
of Commerce director Jiwon Khun, 
the chamber received roughly 160 
nominations in 13 categories for this 
year’s awards. 

Steer was selected Business of the 

New coalition to support quarry activism 
“It just makes you part of something 

bigger that can put more pressure 
on better decision making,” said 
McFarlane. 

The  Reform Grave l  Mining 
Coalition has called for a pause on new 
approvals of pits and quarries after the 
Ministry of Natural Resources released 
an updated study on aggregate supply 
confirming there is a 6.2 billion tonne 
reserve of aggregates in the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe that can meet 
construction needs for the next 38 
years. 

“Blasting below the water table will 
permanently alter our ground water 
systems and damage a 400 million 
year-old pristine aquifer that naturally 
purifies our drinking water. It will 

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson 

Judith Crawford and Tim Young accept the Business of the Year Award 
from the Clearview Chamber of Commerce.
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Headwaters Community 
Coalition hosts benefit 
concert featuring Metric, 
Serena Ryder, Sarah Harmer

(See 'Musicians' on page 7)
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Friday, March 6
•	 The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 457 Stayner 

hosts dart night every Friday at 7 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Stayner Legion, 7149 ON-26. For more 
information, call 705-428-3809.

Saturday, March 7
•	 Stayner Legion hosts performer Kate Gur.

Tuesday, March 10
•	 Pub Trivia Night takes place every Tuesday 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Old Mill House Pub, 
141 Mill St., Creemore. A $10 cover includes 
entry, answer sheets and a chance to win prizes. 
For more information, call 705-466-5244, visit 
theoldmillhousepub.com, or join the Pub Trivia 
Facebook group.

Friday, March 13
•	 Luck of the Irish Pub Night at the Dunedin 

Community Hall. A warm-up for St. Paddy’s Day, 
get your green on and your shamrocks shined. 
Festive attire encouraged. 7 p.m. to midnight. 19+ 
event. Cash bar.

Saturday, March 14
•	 Station on the Green invites you to their St. 

Patrick’s Celebrations with the Strange Potatoes 
and Shipyard Kitchen Party. Afternoon show is 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets cost $20. Evening 
show 8 p.m. to midnight. Tickets cost $40. Tickets 
are available at ticketscene.ca.

•	 Stayner Legion evening performance with Jason 
Redman.

•	 Duntroon Hall’s Annual Green Beer Day from 
4 p.m. to midnight with DJ Stu. Beinn Gorm 
Highlanders perform at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. $10 
admission.

Tuesday, March 17
•	 Stayner Legion’s St. Patrick’s Day Party featuring 

The Gulley’s Band performing from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Chili and stew available for purchase.

Wednesday, March 18
•	 Walk n Talk final day at the Creemore Legion 

from 10 a.m. to noon. Please bring indoor shoes. 

March 21-22
•	 March of the Makers Artisan Market Second 

annual artisan market from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
50 vendors, hands-on workshops, free entry, 
handcrafted creations, cozy apres-ski atmosphere. 
Your perfect end of March Break event.

Saturday, March 21
•	 Creemore Farmers’ Market indoor at the Station 

on the Green from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
•	 Stayner Legion hosts performer Rob Martine.
•	 Intuitive abstract painting workshop at Mill 

Street Art Studio with Sue A. Miller from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. $150 + HST (includes all supplies). For 
more information email Sueamiller65@gmail.
com or call 705-727-6161.

Sunday, March 22
•	 Nottawa Cottage Bookstore is taking over Side 

Launch Brewery with their Grown-up Book Fair 
from noon to 6 p.m. for an afternoon of books, live 
music, tacos, tarot readings, and way too many 
things you’ll want to take home. Free to attend. 
Bring your inner eight-year-old and your adult 
wallet. Visit www.nottawacottagebookstore.ca. 

Friday, March 27
•	 St. John’s United Church hosts a chili dinner from 

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Family $25, adults $10, children 
$5. All welcome.

Saturday, March 28

•	 Spring Fling - The Gay Thing at Avening Hall 
hosted by the Rainbow Club of South Georgian 
Bay and Area. Doors open at 7 p.m. with DJ Savage 
Good starting at 8 p.m. Dance until midnight and 
bowl on retro bowling lanes. Tickets cost $30 and 
are available at ticketscene.ca.

Sunday, March 29
•	 Purple Hills Arts and Heritage Society presents the 

second concert in the Chamber Music Series - a 
guitar/violin duo featuring Jung Tsai and Daniel 
Ramjattan. The concert takes place at St. John’s 
United Church at 2 p.m. Tickets cost $40 at phahs.
ca or $45 at the door.

Thursday, April 2
•	 Georgian Triangle Humane Society Storytime 

with Margaret & Furry Friends from 4 p.m. to 
5 p.m. at the New Lowell Library. All ages. Save 
your spot for a paws-itively engaging story time 
with GTHS. Participants will enjoy an hour of 
pet-themed stories, songs, rhymes, and fun facts 
celebrating our furry friends. Bonus: special four-
legged guests may make a surprise appearance. 
Registration required: clearviewpubliclibrary.ca.

Sunday, April 5
•	 Watoto Children’s Choir Live. Join the Watoto 

Children’s Choir for a free concert at the Creemore 
Legion starting at 10 a.m. as they sing, dance, and 
share their stories of restoration and hope. Contact 
clearviewcommunity.church for more information.

Friday, April 17
•	 Knox Presbyterian Church’s Quilt Raffle event at 

7 p.m.. Hand stitched quilt. Tickets cost $5 each or 
three for $10. Nancy Loveless, guest speaker will 
be speaking on sleeping children. The draw will 
take place at 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 18
•	 Songstress Amy Millan of Stars and 

Broken Social Scene graces the stage of 
the Avening Community Centre, 3401 Cty. 
Rd. 42, as part of her You Went Out Tour. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to see one of 
Canada’s great talents in an intimate hall setting. 
Tickets cost $35 plus tax and fees at aveninghall.
ca. This is an all-ages, licensed event.

Saturday, April 25
•	 St. John’s United Church’s Beef and Lamb 

Dinner from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Adults $25, 
youth 6-12 years $15, and children five and under 
admitted free. All welcome.

Land Development

Property Expansion 
Excavator Services 

Land Clearing

Groundwork

Tree Mulching 
Brush Mowing 

Deadfall Cleanup 
Forestry Mulching 

ATV Trails

Land Development
Property Expansion 
Excavator Services 

Land Clearing
Groundwork

Tree Mulching 
Brush Mowing 

Deadfall Cleanup 
Forestry Mulching 

ATV Trails

rockandlandskidsteer.com
705-305-2817

ROCK LAND and
for Forestry & Land Work

The Trusted Choice

Includes homemade 
lunch & two snacks.
Grades SK to 6
$60/day or $250/week

MARCH BREAK 
DAY CAMP

mansfieldoutdoorcentre.ca
Questions? (705) 435-4479

REGISTER YOUR 
CAMPER TODAY! 

MARCH 16-20 2026

Outdoor time,
games, survival skills
challenges, creative
nature crafts, and
campfire fun!

Join for 1 day, a few days or all week!

Come out and enjoy
some ice time with the

whole family!
Courtesy of Caroline McIntosh Real Estate

Free Public Skate
Creemore

FRIDAYS 4:30-5:50
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KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS 
- PRESENTS - 

SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!!

MAR 5 - 6
Sports Memorabilia/Trains & Toys

Advertising Collectibles
MAR 19 - 20

Coin & Currency Sale
MAR 25 - 27

The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction 
for Militaria and Firearms

APR 10
Antiques, Collectible and Quality Household Items

APR 17
Canvas, Carvings and Keepsakes

APR 24
TheSpringtimeTool & Equipment Sale

MAY 1
The Locked & Loaded - Handgun Auction

MAY8
Got Stuff? ClaimThis Prime Date for Your Treasures.

MAY15
Strike It Rich:The Coins & Currency Auction

MAY26 - 30
Straight Shooter Sale

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? 

Give us a call to get started.Call, text or email anytime!
Call:519-288-2228|TextOnly:519-938-1315

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com|www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

CALLING
ALL ARTISTS

 
We are looking for proposals from 

an artist/artists to lead this year’s
program in late May - early June.

 
Deadline for submissions is March 20

To find out more about this 
exciting opportunity our website

Every year Purple Hills 
Arts & Heritage Society sponsors

a program at Creemore Nottawasaga
Public School for grades 4-8.

www.phahs.ca

ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOL 
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NEW LOWELL LEGION
BRANCH 516

legionbr516@gmail.com
705-424-1621

MAR
20

BINGO

MAR
27

2 GUYS WITH
GUITARS

MAR
6

TRIVIA

MAR
15

VETERANS
COFFEE BREAK
1 P.M. TO 3 P.M.

APR
3

CLOSED 
(GOOD FRIDAY)

APR
17

BINGO

by Bonnie MacPherson
The silent book club is an introvert’s dream, says 
Caleigh McKenzie-Greer of the Nottawa Cottage 
Bookstore.

Located in the cottage behind Nottawa General 
Store, the bookstore was recently named New Business 
of the Year by the Clearview Chamber of Commerce. 

McKenzie-Greer and her husband both hail from 
Creemore, and had always dreamed of owning a 
bookstore as a retirement project. After several years 
in Toronto, they moved to Collingwood, and decided 
the time was right to pursue the dream. 

“From the time we opened people were telling 
us they wanted a book club, but not necessarily a 
traditional book club,” says McKenzie-Greer.

She says many reported that the old book club model 
where everyone reads an assigned book then gets 
together to discuss it is very stressful for some people. 

“Maybe they don’t like the book that was chosen, 
or they didn’t have time to read the book or prepare 
for the discussion so they were left feeling guilty,” 
she explains.

McKenzie-Greer says the silent book club is part 
of a growing global community which brings people 
together for quiet camaraderie. 

She says, “Our format will be 30 minutes of 
fellowship followed by 45 minutes to read whatever 
you’re reading, or do some other activity like writing, 
or painting. Then there will be time to discuss what 
you’re reading, if you feel like it.” 

In essence, she says, it’s about allowing people two 
hours to disconnect from the “dumpster fire world” 
out there. The club met for the first time Wednesday 
evening.

For Emily Lloyd, the silent book club is about 
carving out time for herself. 

“I work all the time, so having a dedicated time 
for reading and community is important to me,” said 
Lloyd, who has never belonged to a traditional book 
club but likes the idea of choosing her own book and 
just connecting with like-minded people. 

Kim Burton, has belonged to other book clubs and 
doesn’t like being forced to read something she’s not 
keen on. 

“And half the time, when you go to discuss the 
book it’s just a lot of wine drinking and not much 
discussion,” she said. “I’m looking forward to meeting 
new people, relaxing, and reading what I like.”

When they announced creation of the Silent Book 
Club, McKenzie-Greer says response was enthusiastic. 

“We filled up the first sessions within 18 minutes, 
and we have 30 people on a wait list,” she said, adding 
that due to space limitations at the cottage, only 12 
people can be accommodated for each session. “As 
the weather improves, we may expand to the patio and 
open it up to more people. We may also do things like 
a beach day book club.” 

Since priority was given to bookstore members, 
McKenzie-Greer says she expects most attendees to 
be local residents. 

“We’re expecting a real mixed bag of people, from 
younger people in their 20s and 30s to mid-career 
professionals and retirees. The real beauty of it is that 
we’re bringing people together.”

Plans are also in the works for a Grown-Up Book 
Fair at Side Launch Brewing in Collingwood on 
March 22. See nottawacottagebookstore.ca and Page 
2 for details.

Nottawa bookstore hosts trendy silent book club

Nominations open for Clearview 
Women In Business Awards

Clearview Chamber of Commerce is celebrating 
International Women’s Day with its fifth annual 
Women in Business Awards. 

The nomination deadline is 10 a.m. on March 8.
Complete the online form to nominate a local 

business woman. 
Nominees must be a local business owner who 

is involved in their community whether through 
volunteering, sponsorships or local charity work. 
Their personal dedication to ideals concerning 
customer service are second to none and they have 
established a significant and positive reputation for 
their business and have received recognition for their 
accomplishments.

The nomination form is available at www.
clearviewchamber.com.

Year based on exceptional accomplishments in 
growth, sales, innovation and leadership. 

This award celebrated a business that serves 
as a role model, inspiring others with its positive 
contributions to the community. 

Other winners include:
Best Presented: Barb’s Clothes Closet; 
Business Community Advocate: Emily’s Place Bed 
and Breakfast;
Champion of Diversity and Inclusion: Torn Pages;
Contribution to the Arts: Kat’s Meow Beautiful 
Burlesque;
Food, Tourism and Hospitality: 1904 Social House
Grower of the Year: eARTh Revival;
Industrial Excellence: Creemore Springs Brewery
Retail Leadership: Tim Hortons Stayner;
Service Provider of the Year: The Belmont;
Non-Profit of the Year: Brad’s Place Addiction 
Treatment of South Georgian Bay;
New Business of the Year: Nottawa Cottage 
Bookstore;
Young Entrepreneur of the Year: Jewellery for You. 

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson 

Readers tuck into their books at the first meeting of Nottawa Cottage Bookstore’s Silent Book Club.

Awards presented 
in 12 other 
categories
(Continued from page 1)
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FeedbackOPINION& Feedback and old photos welcome
info@creemore.com

call  705-466-9906
fax 705-466-9908

THE WAY WE WEREEDITORIAL

Avening Public School, 1966 – Front: Diane Kerr, Bonnie Fisher, Debbie Emerson, Carol Ann 
Grant, Brent Weatherall, Rick Denison, Terry Grant, Allan Trott, Frank deBeer. Middle: Heather 
Weatherall, Sharon Grant, Darlene Denison, Maureen Weatherall, Donna Kerr, Gary Helmkay, 
Camiel de Beer, Robert McLaren, Mrs. Audrey Timmons, Steve Striegl. Back row: Dennis 
Middlebrook, Sharon Scott, Karen Fisher, Heidi Striegl, Bonnie Trott, Sandra Middlebrook, 
Caren Denison, Wayne Helmkay. 

The Creemore Echo is published every Friday and distributed 
free locally. 
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It was a day in early 
September, 1927. On board 
the train slowly making its way 
to Avening was Miss Audrey 
Thompson of Kincardine, age 
19, a recent Teachers’ College 
graduate and newly hired by 
S.S. #14 (Avening) school 
board. She was tired, having 
been travelling since 5:30 
a.m. As train conductors often did, they liked to tease 
young passengers. The conductor on Audrey’s train 
said, “Since Avening is so small a place, we just slow 
down. We throw off the mail and the baggage and you 
just hop off.” Of course, the train stopped. 

Thus began the teaching career of Miss Thompson 
who in a few years married Wallace Timmons and for 
all her career was a highly regarded teacher. 

Her school was the building you now see on the 
south-west corner of Airport Road and Sideroad 3-4. 
Built in 1880 it was newly renovated in 1924. 

Originally, Avening’s first school was at the north 
side of the village on the west side. The building was 
eventually moved to make a sunny kitchen behind the 
store. The store is not operating now but as you pass it 
looks like a store. 

Before 1900 as many as 80 attended the school at 
one time. They tried using two teachers in one room, 
and to help solve the difficulties, they added a small 
room at the back. Local girls undertook the teaching 

As predicted, new provincial legislation designed 
to reduce red tape is making it easier for aggregate 
companies to get licences and permits, and harder for 
communities to oppose them. And while aggregate is 
an essential material, what if the destruction of over-
mining outweighs the beneficial uses of the material 
in favour of profits?

In October 2024, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
released a report on aggregate supply and demand in 
Ontario. The report identifies aggregate reserves in 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe in excess of six billion 
tonnes – an amount that can, at current consumption 
rates, meet provincial construction needs for the next 
38 years without adding any new pits or quarries. 
The gravel mining industry is authorized to extract 
thirteen times more gravel every year than what we 
use, from more than 5,000 existing gravel mining 
sites in Ontario.

In response, The Reform Gravel Mining Coalition 
(RGMC) is calling on the Ontario government to halt 
approvals for new gravel pits and quarries following 
the release of the Auditor General’s 2025 follow-up 
report on the management of aggregate resources.

RGMC unites residents’ groups to demand the 
Ontario government take the actions necessary to 
protect public health, the environment, and democratic 
rights from the devastating impacts of Ontario’s gravel 
mining industry.

The report finds that two years after the Auditor 
General first raised serious concerns about oversight 
of the sector, most recommended reforms have seen 
little or no progress. Of the 31 recommendations 
made in the 2023 audit, only four have been fully 
implemented, while 10 have seen little or no progress 
and eight will not be implemented at all, according 
to the follow-up.

“The Auditor General has once again highlighted 
serious regulatory failures in how gravel mining is 
overseen in Ontario,” said Doug Tripp, RGMC co-
chair. “Despite clear warnings and recommendations, 
Ontario continues to approve new gravel pits and 
quarries while key inspection, enforcement and 
rehabilitation measures remain incomplete, leaving 
communities and the environment at risk.”

The audit notes ongoing limitations and uncertainty 
in the underlying data, including gaps in information 
about aggregate quality and recoverability. The report 
further notes the province has not committed to 
regular updates or strengthened verification processes 
to improve the reliability of future supply estimates.

RGMC is urging the provincial government 
to impose an immediate moratorium on new 
aggregate approvals until the Auditor General’s 
recommendations are fully implemented and 
a regulatory system is in place that prioritizes 
community protection, environmental integrity and 
responsible resource management. The coalition is 
also calling on municipalities and residents to oppose 
new gravel mining applications and pass resolutions 
demanding provincial reform.

The petition is at www.reformgravelmining.ca.

1940: Front row: Johnnie McGrady, Gerald 
Green, Eric Pridham, Herbie McGrady, Carl 
Lennox, Conner Howie, Gordon Weatherall, 
Peter Coates. Second row: Jean Helmkay, 
Kathleen Hammond, Marguerite Lennox, 
Joyce Green, Lois Perry, Dalton Helmkay, 
Eddie McGrady, Lorne Helmkay, George 
Howie. Third row: Arthur Carruthers, 
Maurice Weatherall, Gladys Helmkay, 
Dorothy Helmkay, Jean Coates, Freda 
Lennox, Greta Pengelly, Florence McGrady, 
George Pridham, Lloyd Symonds. Back row: 
Teacher Adeline Hood, Gary Madill, Robert 
Carruthers, Donald Sutherland, Douglas 
McLaren, Alex Pridham. 
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A teacher comes to Avening

Pause new pits and fix the system

(See 'Students' on page 5)
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We’re building the Bradford Bypass
to make your commute faster

Next exit:
Making the meeting

Ontario is building new highways, upgrading 
roads and improving transit across the province 
to make your travels faster and easier.
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
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by Tim Armour  

At RVH he’s Doctor Veitch. 
His foe is carcinoma. 
If tumours lurk within his reach 
They’re dead or in a coma. 

His master craft is medicine. 
His field’s oncology, 
Whereas my streak of Edison 
Goes t’wards ontology. 

An alchemist with alkaloids, 
He’s toxins’ top technician. 
This doctor’s worth a dozen Freuds 
When faced with my condition. 

An arsenal of antigens 
He wields as therapeutics. 
I’m focused with a different lens. 
My field is hermeneutics. 

Yet in my current circumstance 
My flair for things semantic 
Can offer naught t’wards my advance. 
They’re useless and pedantic. 

Enough of all this drama please. 
“Once more into the breach.”
We’ve all got Swords of Damocles 
But I’ve got Doctor Veitch.

It’s safari time at the 
Clearview Public Library 
over March Break (March 
16-20). 

Plan on joining us for 
a  week of  adventure , 
connection and exploration. 
One of the many events 
that we are presenting is 
a free drop in session on 
Thursday, March 19 with local author 
Laurie Vandenhurk,  who will be 
reading from her collection of stories 
based on her time spent living and 
working in Tanzania. These stories 
will be presented in both English and 
Swahili at 10:30 a.m. at the Stayner 
Branch, 12:30 p.m. in the New Lowell 
Branch and 2:30 p.m. in the Creemore 
Branch. Meet  tembo  (elephant), greet 

of the primary classes. This lasted only 
15 years.

We turn again to 1927. Miss 
Thompson found room and board at 
the home of the Warren family. Her first 
classes had pupils from Grade 1-10. It 
was a lot of work. However, the building 
was a comfortable one with a furnace 
in the basement, a good well and sunny 
south windows. 

We have the memories of Maurice 
Weatherall preserved for us by his 
daughter, Heather. He started school in 
1933. He lived on the farm at the north 
end of the third line, west of the school. 
He and his brothers and sisters walked 
over the fields to S.S. #14. Sometimes 
his dad gave them a ride in the wagon 
or they rode their horse and sent it home 
on arriving at the school. Maurice often 
mentioned that today’s students might be 
better behaved if they had had to clean 
out two pigpens before school. They’d 
likely appreciate the chance to just sit.

Maurice liked to tell the story of 
one new ‘green’ teacher. This teacher 
played the bagpipes up and down the 
aisles and during the marches around 
the school. One day the boys cornered 
him in the boy’s cloakroom and snipped 
off every button of his suspenders 
telling him they didn’t like his music. 
Maurice remembers the superintendent 
of schools visited a number of families 
the following day by horse and buggy 
and that the young teacher got a new 
position quite quickly.

A big thank you to Dorothy (Timmons) 
Shropshire and Heather (Weatherall) 
Rowell for their generous sharing of 
memories.

simba  (lion) and hang out 
with  nyani  (monkey) in 
this hour chock-full of 
East African storytelling, 
art activities and mapping 
discovery. 

We welcome everyone 
to enjoy our full roster 
of organized activities 
th roughout  the  week 

(registration required) at www.
clearviewpubliclibrary.ca. The library is 
also hosting a very special edition of our 
weekly bingo scavenger hunt, colouring 
contest, jigsaw puzzle challenge and 
pop-up surprise displays celebrating the 
10th  anniversary of Simcoe County’s 
#ITSTARTS campaign (no registration 
required) from Saturday, March 14 to 
Sunday, March 22.

Clearview Public Library will present a story hour with Laurie Vandenhurk 
(right), pictured with Shannon Lougheed, on March 19. 
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Michele
McKENZIE

Poem
Veitch the Peach 

Take a safari at the library over March Break

(Continued from page 4)

Students walked to 
school through the fields

Send letters to the editor to 
editor@creemore.com. All letters 
must be signed with the writer's 
full name and include a phone 
number (which will not be printed.) 
Deadline is 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.
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www.raysawards.com 

Take advantage of March
break to get started on your

application!

UNIVERSITY AWARDS 
Scholarships up to $20,000

 ($5,000 per year for university programs)
Awards of Merit up to $6,000 

($3,000 per year for 2 years)

COLLEGE AWARDS
up to $8,000 

($2,000 per year for college programs)

APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS 
of $1,300

Applications for university awards must be received by midnight on May 8, 2026.
Preference will be given to applications for college awards and apprenticeship

awards received by midnight on May 8, 2026. Available to residents of Clearview
and north Mulmur. 

Investing in a brighter future

RAYS AWARDS

PO BOX 2052, CREEMORE, ON L0M 1G0
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

@raysawards

We are passionate 
about life’s journey...
 

Safe and 
supportive 
environment

Nursing care 
supervised by 
registered staff

Beautiful, 
community 
spaces

705 444 0507 – info@raglanvillage.com – 705 445 1100
         92 Raglan Street, Collingwood, ON

 Pretty River Residence 
provides specialized 

dementia care.
Discover the Raglan Difference

make an impact on the Nottawasaga 
watershed,” said McFarlane. “From 
Melancthon to Georgian Bay, and 
potentially alter the Grand, Saugeen 
and Credit River watersheds with 
silica dust contaminating the water 
systems. This puts Ontario’s water 
at risk.”

Like other activists, McFarlane 
says they are facing the erosion of 
environmental protections and due 
process with the introduction of 
provincial legislation like Bills 5 and 
60.

“It’s a clear bulldozing path of 
destruction on our most valuable 
natural resource.  We are all connected 
by water. The projections will reduce 
the Pine River by 50 per cent, if we 
have a summer drought again this 
affects farming and potentially water 
restrictions and dried up wells in many 
communities. We are unfortunately 
taking water for granted and making 
poor, short-term decisions that will 
have catastrophic consequences in the 
future. Once we blast into an aquifer 
you can not fix it nor can you replace 
a watershed in a lifetime.”  

The March 25 fundraiser is set to 
coincide with World Water Day on 
March 22, observed by the United 
Nations, focusing on the importance 
of fresh water.

Starting with a fundraising goal 

of $250,000, the hope is to fund 
the province wide media campaign. 
McFarlane said the more money they 
raise, the more they can do.

The benefi t  concert  ent i t led 
Musicians For Water will be held in 
Toronto on March 25 with members 
of Metric, Serena Ryder and Sarah 
Harmer.  

Only 200 tickets will be sold for 

a unique opportunity to see three 
headliners performing individually 
in  a  songwriter  s tyle  acoust ic 
performance, as well as an ensemble 
at The Orange Lounge on Queen Street 
West in Toronto. 

General admission costs $295 with 
all funds going to the cause. 

McFarlane said the performers have 
a personal connection to the area and/

or the cause. Sarah Harmer has been 
lending her talents to the preservation 
of the Niagara Escarpment for more 
than 25 years, earning her the 2025 
Juno Humanitarian Award. 

Learn more, donate and get tickets 
at headwaterscommunitycoalition.
ca. Find Headwaters Community 
Coalition on Facebook and @SOS_
HEadwaters on Instagram.

Musicians for Water benefit marks World Water Day
(Continued from page 1)

Sarah Harmer Jimmy Shaw and Emily Haines, 
of Metric

Serena Ryder
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CUSTOM HOMES 
RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS 
POOLS & LANDSCAPING
HOME & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
LAND USE PLANNING SERVICES
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
CUSTOM CABINETRY & MILLWORK INTERIOR
DECORATING & DESIGN 
DRAFTING & ENGINEERING

G&M HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION

WE
SUPPORT
THE NEW 

CGMH

705.466.6262 | MOUNTAIN-RIDGE.CA
CREEMORE, ONTARIO

Daytime 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Meulendyk 	 3-1-1
Gallaugher 	 2-2-1
Loranger 	 2-3-0
Lambert 	 2-3-0

From the Hack: Monday had Teams 
Loranger and Gallaugher facing off! 
Barb, Ann, Sandy, and Marian, of Team 
Gallaugher, managed a perfect game 
and notched up the win. Team Lambert 
handed Team Meulendyk their first loss 
in a well played match.

On Wednesday, the Daytime curlers 
attended the Stayner Curling Club to 
participate in the annual “Staymore 
Challenge.” Good curling everyone!

Contributed photo 

On Wednesday, the Creemore daytime curlers were hosted by the Stayner Curling Club, to compete in the annual “Staymore Cup.” Unfortunately for 
the Creemore curlers, the Stayner teams were performing up to “Olympic” standards, and won three of the four games easily. Congratulations to the 
Stayner club and better luck to the Creemore curlers next year! 

Ladies 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Jeffrey 		  2-0-1
Millsap 		 2-0-1
Meulendyk 	 1-1-1
Scime 		  1-1-1
Fuller 		  1-2-0
Leimgardt 	 0-3-0

From the Hack: There was plenty 
of back-and-forth action on the ice on 
Monday night as teams Jeffrey and 
Meulendyk edged out their opponents, 
and team Millsap’s game ended in a tie. 

Happy birthday to Bonnie. And 
Elizabeth, we’re glad you’re ok after 
blowing a tire in a pothole on the way 
to the club. Good curling, everyone.

Creemore 
Curling 
Club 
standings

Men 
Team 		  win-loss-tie
Verstegen 	 3-0-0
Crevier 		 2-1-0
Fuller 		  2-1-0
Woodhouse 	 2-1-0
Deslippe 	 1-2-0
Stephens 	 1-2-0
Cass 		  0-2-1
Mcleod 		 0-2-1

SEND LOCAL SPORTS 
REPORTS AND 

SCORES TO 

editor@creemore.com
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Games
&FUN

5 7 1        
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      2 3 8
  

 

 5 7 1 6 3 9 4 8 2
9 4 2 8 7 1 5 6 3  
8 6 3 2 4 5 9 7 1

 3 1 9 4 8 2 7 5 6
7 5 4 3 1 6 8 2 9
2 8 6 5 9 7 3 1 4  
4 3 7 1 2 8 6 9 5  

 6 2 8 9 5 3 1 4 7  
1 9 5 7 6 4 2 3 8

  

Canadian Criss Cross

9 10 11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

15 16 17 18

12 13 14

19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47

48 49

3 12/

      ACROSS
  1. Cut calories completely
  5. Fit for the job
  9. Place to sleep on a 

ship
10. Words popular for a 

short time, usually
12. Give as a gift
13. “Nonsense!”
15. Corrode
16. Not as bright
18. Tell an untruth
19. Dogfight participants
21. Competed in a 

marathon
22. Ring slowly
23. Guttural
25. Like a rainbow
26. Arousing laughter
28. Bunch of bees
31. Brag
35. Like a doily
36. Land to build a house 

on
37. Monetary unit of 

Samoa
38. Abbr. in business 

names
39. Trousers
41. Routine of daily life
42. Spoke with a small 

weak voice
44. They may be sore after 

a game
46. Lively outing
47. Make proud
48. Having a hard time 

choosing
49. Min. components

      DOWN
  1. Form pus
  2. ___ Deco
  3. Obey a red light
  4. Seats used by rowers
  5. Drained of colour
  6. Become fuzzy
  7. Fly the coop
  8. All together
  9. Lifeguard’s workplace
11. Duplicity
12. Regular route for a 

sentry
14. Castrate
17. Exaggerate
20. Feeling regret

Answers on page 11

22. Difficult journeys
24. Skill at hitting a target
25. Wholly
27. Struggles against
28. Shift position
29. Grows smaller
30. Take what is offered
32. Caps worn angled to one 

side
33. Become hardened to
34. Receives
36. Loaded down
39. One who is another’s 

equal
40. Underside of the foot
43. One in the NHL
45. Plant pouch

FRED’S FUNNIESFRED’S FUNNIES

by Barbara Simpson

What did the polar bear eat after 
the dentist fixed his tooth?

The dentist

Sudoku

by Walter Feener

Trivia: What is the name of the paper company in the American version of The Office?

MYLAR & LORETAS
HOUSE OF SUSTENANCES AND CHEER

Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, ON
Call for reservations (705) 445-1247

4 Private Dining Rooms
Catering & Take Out

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

Glencairn 
705-424-6697

For Reliable Service
Tank Truck Delivery of Furnace & Stove Oil

New events posted daily @ Creemore.com  
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TO BE PART OF THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,TO BE PART OF THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
 CONTACT NATALIE CONTACT NATALIE

SALES@CREEMORE.COMSALES@CREEMORE.COM
705-466-9906705-466-9906

• Service Directory •

Gravity Sun Power
solar generation 

for energy savings and income
professionally designed and 

installed
Jeff Williams • 466-5741

Machine Shop Facility
High quality fabrication 

Welding solutions • CNC plasma cutting
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.-Monday to Friday

Book ahead for Saturday Service
Don Brearey • howiewelding.ca

705-466-2149

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

1-(800) 392-1151
crewsoninsurance.com

Shelburne - Wasaga Beach - Mount Forest

General 
Practise of Law
Mediation and Alternative 

Dispute Resolution
www.ferrislaw.ca 

190 Mill Street
705-466-3888

John L. Ferris
Megan L. Celhoffer

ERCA/ESA Licence # 7015138

Residential/ 
commercial 

electrical 
service 

planning, 
installation, 
and repair

creemoreelectrical.ca
705-623-7514

T. NASH

Servicing Creemore 
and surrounding area

PLUMBING

(705) 466-5807
Licensed and insured

ROCKandLAND 
forestry mulching 

land clearing 
excavator services

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

BRICK • CONCRETE • STONE
DECKS & FENCES

INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS

DOMINIC GERAGHTY

647.704.6851

Reno and Handyman  
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Doors, Trims, 
Drywall, Taping, Painting, 

Decks and more 
416-887-9239 Kaeron 

Dave North • 705-718-7370 

Landscaping | Excavating | Fencing
Property & Building Maintenance 

Barn and Outbuilding Repair & Construction

 PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Service@AutoSolve.ca | www.AutoSolve.ca

IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK 
IT WOULD ASK FOR US BY NAME

Heater 
broken? 

Don’t sweat it.
We can fix it. 

Call for a quote 
or appointment  
705 466 9950 

104 Edward St. E. 
Creemore

by Bonnie MacPherson
Purple Hills Arts and Heritage Society 
(PHAHS) wants you! That’s the 
message from chairperson Nadine 
Melemis. 

From now through the end of April, 
PHAHS will be working to increase 
memberships.

A t  i t s  peak ,  Me lemis  s ays 
memberships numbered around 300, 
and by last year, had declined to 118. 
But she says that number is misleading. 

“In the past, every artist who 
participated in the Artists on Location 
show automatically became a member, 
and we’ve stopped that. Also, the 118 
memberships include many family 
memberships, but we only collect one 
email address per membership so we 
are not really sure of actual numbers,” 
she said. “This is, by no means, a doom 
and gloom story.”

Melemis says they are very grateful 
for the generous support of members 
who contributed $8,000 in fees and 
donations last year, far above the 
published cost of $30 for individuals 
and $45 for families. 

PHAHS has been an integral part of 
the Creemore community for nearly 
40 years. The society is perhaps best 
known for Creemore Arts Fest held 
each year on the weekend before 
Thanksgiving, but Melemis says they 
offer a wide range of programming 
designed to appeal to a broad range 
of people. 

“Recently we launched a movie club. 
We’ve been presenting chamber music 
concerts and the annual 10-by-10 show, 

and a lot of people are unaware that 
we do the Artists in Schools program.” 
Students in Grades 3-8 at Nottawasaga 
and Creemore Public School receive 
hands-on visual art instruction each 
year. “Recently we’ve added an after 
school Art Club with 10 weeks of 
activities and instruction from artists 
Liz Eakins and Jessica Tamlin.”

Another popular PHAHS offering 
is the Tea and History series, which 
explores local history and heritage. A 
session on farm families last March 
profiled five local pioneer families, and 
attracted a very different audience than 
some other events. 

“We’re constantly trying to offer 
different activities to appeal to different 
people,” according to Melemis. “We’re 
trying to connect not just with our 
generous long-term supporters, but 
with families who are new to the area 
in hopes that we can encourage them 
to become members and volunteers.” 

Volunteers are essential, says 
Melemis, helping out with everything 
from set up for Arts Fest to helping out 
at concerts. 

“Not only do they help us run our 
events, but because we solicit grants 
for various things, including Arts Fest 
when we can boast about an increase in 
membership it really helps our cause,” 
she said.

The membership drive will include 
local advertising and mailings, and 
will continue in earnest through the 
end of April. Donations can be made 
via Canada Helps, and complete 
membership information is at phahs.ca. 

Purple Hills wants YOU!
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This week’s answers
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1 9 5 7 6 4 2 3 8

  Trivia: Dunder Mifflin Paper Company, Inc 

ECHO Classifieds Submit your classified ad by 5 p.m. Tuesday: 
call 705-466-9906, fax 705-466-9908, 
email sales@creemore.com
$20 + hst for 25 words or less

HELP WANTED
SERVICE WRITER-
FRONT COUNTER

Steer Enterprises Ltd is searching 
for a Service Writer. This position 
will play a crucial role in ensuring 
excellent customer service and 
scheduling repair work as a member 
of our Service Team. Knowledge of 
the industry is an asset. Outgoing 
personality, customer service 
oriented and strong computer skills 
are essential. 
This position is open to both 
exper ienced and entry  level 
applicants. It is a full-time position 
with a competitive wage and benefits.

Apply to judith@steer.ca or 
call 705-466-2600

Part-Time Administration &  Part-Time Administration &  
Communications CoordinatorCommunications Coordinator

12 hours per week $25/hour
If you have a passion for our  

community, a flair for social media and 
communications, and the skills to provide 
rock solid administrative support, come 

and join our team.

This is a 2-year contract position with 
potential to grow to 35 hours/week. See 

the full role description at  
www.dufferincommunityfoundation.ca

Please send your resume to  
Michele Fisher, Executive Director, 

michele@dufferincommunityfoundation.ca.

Application Deadline:  
Friday, March 20, 2026 at 5:00 pm

GROW WITH 
US!

DEATH NOTICE

MULLER, Hermann passed away 
peacefully at home on Wednesday 
Feb. 25, 2026, surrounded by the love 
of his family, after a brief illness. He 
was predeceased by his beloved wife, 
Ursula (2023).
He was an amazing dad and Opi 
whose family will miss him deeply. 
He was the proud and devoted father 
of Corina (Doug) Hammill, Mike 
(Cindy), and Andreas (Amy). He was 
an adored Opi to Brittany (Preston), 
Spencer (Shelby), and Nicholas 
(Emily), and a cherished Great-Opi to 
Violet, Hudson, and Reid.
Born in Germany to his parents, Klaus 
and Gesche Muller, Hermann carried 
his strong family values throughout 
his life. He is survived by his brothers 
Wilhelm (late Betty) and Gottfried; 
his sisters Metta (late Leo) Schiller 
and Grete (late Alfons) Franks; and 
his sisters-in-law Donna and Greta. 
He was predeceased by his brothers 
Heinrich (Maria), Johann, Klaus, 
Adolf (Marion), and Peter; and by 
his sisters Tina (Vinko) Stoklas, 
Mimi (Ludwig) Springer and Anni. 
Hermann will be fondly remembered 
by his many nieces, nephews, 
extended family, and friends.
Hermann was able to spend one last 
day at the cabin, where he made a toast 
to those he loved; nothing brought 
Hermann greater joy than being 
surrounded by family and friends. 
Hardworking, kind, and generous, he 
was a true gentleman who was deeply 
respected and loved by all who knew 
him.
As per his wishes cremation has taken 
place. As an expression of sympathy 
donations in Hermann’s memory may 
be made to the Hospice Georgian 
Triangle Foundation for Campbell 
House. Friends may visit Hermann’s 
online Book of Memories at www.
fawcettfuneralhomes.com.

DEATH NOTICE

BLAKELY, John Douglas Nov. 28, 
1955 – Feb. 28, 2026. John Douglas 
Blakely passed at Collingwood 
General and Marine Hospital on 
Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026 in his 70th 
year. He will be sadly missed by his 
brother Jim and sister Mary (Dan); his 
nieces Jennifer, Tammy, April, Amy, 
and Autumn; his nephews Jeffery, 
Mark (Celine), Stephen, Kim, Kevin 
and Lance; and his great nieces and 
nephews. John is predeceased by 
brothers Harry (Sharon), Allen (Joan) 
and Mike; and his parents Ruth and 
Jack Blakely. John will be deeply 
missed by his extended family and 
friends. John was a much beloved 
member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 457 in Stayner, where 
he dedicated his time and energy in 
various ways. An avid curler, John was 
always ready to share his knowledge 
of and passion for the game with 
anyone who would listen. His interest 
extended into other sports, especially 
hockey, and he spent his life as a die-
hard Montreal Canadiens fan. When 
he wasn’t watching or discussing 
sports, John enjoyed Westerns and 
war shows. He was the designated 
berry-picker for sister Mary, ensuring 
she had a fresh supply for making jam. 
John will be remembered as a caring 
man who always had time to share 
or listen to a story. Not one to hold a 
grudge, John’s forgiving and generous 
spirit will be fondly remembered by 
all those who knew him. A Celebration 
of Life will be held at a later date, 
details will follow when available. In 
lieu of flowers, donations made to the 
Canadian Cancer Society or the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 457 would 
be appreciated by the family. To sign 
John’s Book of Memories, please visit 
www.carruthersdavidson.com.

SERVICES 
ELLIOTT PAINTING AND 
DECORATING, over 30 years 
experience with excellent references. 
Interior and exterior painting. Now 
booking for spring. Call for free 
estimate at 705-466-2356.

WHITLEY FENCE builds and 
repairs all types of agricultural or 
residential fences. Cedar rail, equine 
paddocks, dog pens, farm fence, 
post install, gate supply and install. 
Call Clay 705-627-8900 or email 
claytonwhitleyprojects@gmail.com. 
NOW BUILDING DECKS.

BARN RENOVATIONS, beam 
replacements, stone and poured 
concrete, all types of roofing repairs, 
new siding and flooring, jacking up 
barns, new steel roofs. All types of 
horse and cattle fencing. Custom 
barn and shed painting. All types of 
excavation and demolition. Contact 
647-248-8987. Servicing local area.

Retired PLUMBER, 54 years 
experience. Fully licensed and 
insured. Service only. Clearing drains, 
repairs, replacing fixtures. Call Bruce 
for free estimate, 705-734-8372.

LADY PAINTER Quality indoor 
painting with excellent references. 
Call Janis at 705-441-4150 for free 
estimate, or email janis.wilson64@
yahoo.ca.

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS Barn 
repairs and jack ups; stonewall and 
brick repointing; cement repairs and 
parging. Contact Aaron, 416-666-0104.

RENOVATIONS AND HOME 
PROJECTS made easy. Carpentry, 
yard work and home repairs. Leblond 
Project Management. Call or text Matt 
Leblond 705-888-2012.

No job is too small. Just name it, we 
do it! Anyone in need of transportation 
for shopping, medical, etc., service 
can be provided. Now seeking winter 
and spring jobs, power washing 
decks, etc. For best in gardening, 
pruning, leaf blowing, painting, patio 
stone and brick work, tree cutting, 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 
spring cleaning and where beauty is 
concerned call Desmond at Herron’s 
Landscaping 705-430-6613 or 705-
606-6633 or email herronslandscaping 
563@gmail.com. 

Beautiful Food. Thoughtful Gathering. 
Artful PRIVATE MEALS and 
intimate culinary experiences 
with Alissa of The Contemplative 
Cook. Cooking classes and weekly 
seasonal meals also available. 
TheContemplativeCook.com.

FOR SALE
Creemore Ladies Auxiliary are 
making TURKEY OR BEEF POT 
PIES. $5 each. Please call Laura 705-
466-2462 to order before Mar. 20, 
2026. Pick-up Mar. 28 after 3 p.m.

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT
Attention Seniors! BRIGHT, 
OPEN‑CONCEPT 2‑BED/2‑BATH 
unit duplex on a quiet Creemore 
street. New stainless steel appliances, 
centre‑island kitchen, dining room 
with walkout to deck and backyard. 
Primary bedroom with walk‑in closet 
and en suite. Forced‑air gas heat, 
central air, garage with inside entry, 
and in‑suite laundry. Snow removal, 
lawn care, and maintenance included. 
Walk to all amenities. $2,100/month 
Re/Max Creemore Hills Realty – 
Austin Boake, 705‑466‑3070.

ONE-BEDROOM AND TWO-
BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
available for rent at 149-151 Mill 
St. in Creemore. Newly renovated. 
Fridge/stove included. Open concept. 
Eat-in kitchen. Parking available. 
Hydro not included. No laundry. No 
smokers/pets. If interested, call 705-
466-3635 to arrange a viewing.
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