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Municipality pauses rollout of new zoning maps

by Trina Berlo

Clearview Township is pausing its
rollout of proposed new mapping
that staff and consultants were hoping
would help assuage the concerns of
residents who are unhappy to learn
their properties would be rezoned
environmental protection as a result
of a Zoning Bylaw review that is
currently underway.

After the draft mapping was
published, the municipality was
flooded with comments opposing the
EP zones which are more restrictive
than the existing rural or agricultural
zones. The EP zones may restrict or
prohibit accessory dwellings, home
businesses and on-farm diversified
uses.

“Through a review of the public
and agency comments received, staff
have determined that an Official Plan
amendment is necessary to reflect
revised greenlands/natural heritage
feature mapping in the township’s
Official Plan and to permit a more
permissive land use framework in the
greenlands designations. An Official
Plan amendment that focuses on the
greenlands mapping and associated
land use policies is now proposed in

Significant spring thaw washes out roads

by Trina Berlo

The Township of Clearview declared
a significant weather event, as of
12:30 p.m. on March 11.

Director of public works Dan
Perreault reported a significant
number of calls were made to his
department’s after-hours number last
weekend after the big melt.

He said Riverside Drive had to
be closed for a few hours Saturday
night when water was flowing over
the roadway.

“Sunday proved to be a really
challenging day,” Perreault told
members of council during Monday’s
meeting.
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Residents were seeing red at the amount of green in the first round of draft
zoning maps released by Clearview Township, indicating an increase in
the restrictive environmental protection zones.

coordination with the Zoning Bylaw
review,” reported Derek Abbotts,
Clearview’s director of planning and
building, in February.

Staff had planned on presenting an
Official Plan amendment and a second

Because the majority of the eight to
10 feet of snow accumulated over the
winter melted within one and a half
days, the melt carved out some pretty
significant crevices in the gravel
shoulders and roadways, he said.

The washouts required the closure
of several other roads, and prompted
repair crews to respond.

Mayor Doug Measures noted that
at that time every barrel pylon in the
public works department’s arsenal
was deployed.

It was noted that the break-up of
the rivers spared the township from
further grief but potholes remain a
focus with a dedicated crew doing

draft of the Zoning Bylaw, along with
revised mapping for public review
and comment in February and to hold
a public meeting on March 25, but a
decision has been made to hold off
to allow time for further consultation

repairs across the township.

In anticipation of more rain, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) has issued a flood
watch, rating the flood potential
as high and ice jam potential as
moderate.

A watershed conditions statement
issued Thursday states precipitation
is expected into the weekend.

“Water levels are currently elevated
as a result of heavy rainfall, warm
temperatures, and snow melt. Up to
20 mm of rain is forecasted in the
following 48-72 hours. Water may
overflow banks and cause flooding
in some areas. Widespread flooding
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after planning consultants at MHBC
and township staff circulated the
draft Official Plan amendment and
Zoning Bylaw to the County of
Simcoe and NVCA for initial review
and comment. The county comments
identified concerns with the proposed
approach to the natural heritage
system mapping and conformity with
the county’s Official Plan. NVCA
requested additional areas to be
zoned as regulated areas, according
to a memo from MHBC partner Dave
Aston dated Feb. 27.

“MHBC and township staff have
determined that additional discussions
are required with the county and
NVCA to present draft natural heritage
mapping and policies that balance the
comments received from the agencies
with the concerns raised by the public
on the EP zones and property impacts,”
writes Aston. “MHBC and township
staff remain committed to preparing
an Official Plan amendment and
Zoning Bylaw that will better address
the public and agency comments
received as part of the Zoning Bylaw
review to date. Following additional
consultation with County of Simcoe

(See 'Planners' on page 6)

and ditches

Staff photo: Trina Berlo

15/16 Sideorad Nottawasaga
remained closed late this week.

is not anticipated at this time, but
low-lying and flood-vulnerable areas
may be impacted,” said the NVCA.

For updates, call 705-424-1479 or
visit www.nvca.on.ca.
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Questions about the Real Estate Market?
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Call us for a Free Market Evaluation to find out
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« farm * gasoline
CYLINDER REFILLS OIL FURNACE SALES & SERVICE

705-445-4430 ° 1-800-553-5571
15 Stewart Road, P.0. Box 321, Collingwood, ON L9Y 3Z7

what your property is worth.
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COMMUNITY Calendar

Submit your community events
sales@creemore.com

phone: 705-466-9906

fax: 705-466-9908

Friday, March 13
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 457 Stayner
hosts dart night every Friday at 7 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Stayner Legion, 7149 ON-26. For more
information, call 705-428-3809.
Luck of the Irish Pub Night at the Dunedin
Community Hall. A warm-up for St. Paddy’s Day,
get your green on and your shamrocks shined.
Festive attire encouraged. 7 p.m. to midnight. 19+
event. Cash bar.

Saturday, March 14

Station on the Green invites you to their St.
Patrick’s Celebrations with the Strange Potatoes
and Shipyard Kitchen Party. Afternoon show is
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets cost $20. Evening
show 8 p.m. to midnight. Tickets cost $40. Tickets
are available at ticketscene.ca.

Duntroon Hall’s Annual Green Beer Day from
4 p.m. to midnight with DJ Stu. Beinn Gorm
Highlanders perform at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. $10
admission.

Tuesday, March 17

Stayner Legion’s St. Patrick’s Day Party
featuring The Gulley Family Band performing
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Chili and stew available for
purchase.

Pub Trivia Night takes place every Tuesday
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Old Mill House Pub,
141 Mill St., Creemore. A $10 cover includes
entry, answer sheets and a chance to win prizes.
For more information, call 705-466-5244, visit
theoldmillhousepub.com, or join the Pub Trivia
Facebook group.

Wednesday, March 18

* Walk n Talk final day at the Creemore Legion
from 10 a.m. to noon. Please bring indoor shoes.

Friday, March 20
* Story time with baby chicks. Stories read by author
Carolyn Morris and time to hold baby chicks.
Creemore Branch 11 a.m. New Lowell Branch
1:30 p.m. Register at clearviewpubliclibrary.ca.

March 21-22
* March of the Makers Artisan Market Second
annual artisan market from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
50 vendors, hands-on workshops, free entry,
handcrafted creations, cozy aprés-ski atmosphere.
Georgian Bay Hotel, 10 Vacation Inn Dr,
Collingwood.

Saturday, March 21

* Creemore Farmers’ Market indoor at the Station
on the Green from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

* Intuitive abstract painting workshop at Mill
Street Art Studio with Sue A. Miller from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. $150 + HST (includes all supplies). For
more information email Sueamiller65@gmail.
com or call 705-727-6161.

Sunday, March 22

» Easter mini pifiata workshop from 1:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at the Creemore Legion. $40
(pinata fill not included). Limited space. Email
thepinatapatch@gmail.com to reserve your spot.

Friday, March 27
 St. John’s United Church hosts a chili dinner from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Family $25, adults $10, children
$5. All welcome.
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to celebrate alife
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Jﬁiﬁ the Watoto Children’s Choir
For a FREE CONCERT as they
~sing, dance, and share their

stﬁnes of restaratlan and hope.

April 5" at 10AM at the
Creemore Legion - 27 Wellington Street W

For more info and updates reach out to
CLEARVIEWCOMMUNITY.CHURCH

Saturday, March 28

* Spring Fling - The Gay Thing at Avening Hall
hosted by the Rainbow Club of South Georgian
Bay and Area. Doors open at 7 p.m. with DJ Savage
Good starting at 8 p.m. Dance until midnight and
bowl on retro bowling lanes. Tickets cost $30 and
are available at ticketscene.ca.

* Stayner Skating Club Year End Carnival - “Show
me the Money” at 3:30 p.m. at the Stayner Arena.
General admission is $10. Seniors and students,
$7, children 4-12, $5, ages three and under are
admitted free. Tickets are available at the door.

Sunday, March 29

» Purple Hills Arts and Heritage Society presents the
second concert in the Chamber Music Series - a
guitar/violin duo featuring Jung Tsai and Daniel
Ramjattan. The concert takes place at St. John’s
United Church at 2 p.m. Tickets cost $40 at phahs.
ca or $45 at the door.

* Creemore Skating Club presents its annual
Carnival Ice Skating Show, 1:30 p.m. at the
Creemore Arena. This years’ show features club
members (three years of age and older) skating
to music from the 1950s to the 1990s. Tickets
are available at the door. Cash only. Adults, $8,
seniors, $5 and students, $2.

Sunday, April 5
e Watoto Children’s Choir Live. Join the Watoto
Children’s Choir for a free concert at the Creemore
Legion starting at 10 a.m. as they sing, dance, and
share their stories of restoration and hope. Contact
clearviewcommunity.church for more information.

April 17-18

* Clearview Community Theatre celebrates its 30th
anniversary with “The Best Of,” a fundraising
concert and silent auction Friday, April 17, at 7
p.m., and Saturday, April 18, at 3 p.m., at Clearview
Community Church in Stayner. The show features
music for all ages with Broadway and popular
hits, ukulele favourites, and a mini-musical by the
children’s troupe. Tickets cost $20 at the door. For
information, email clearviewcommunitytheatre(@
gmail.com.

Friday, April 17
* Knox Presbyterian Church’s Quilt Raffle event at
7 p.m. Tickets cost $5 each or three for $10. Nancy
Loveless, will be speaking about sleeping children
and the quilt draw will take place at 8 p.m. Raffle
tickets available at The Creemore Echo office.

Saturday, April 25
* St. John’s United Church’s Beef and Lamb
Dinner from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Adults $25,
youth 6-12 years $15, and children five and under
admitted free. All welcome.

STAYMER LEGION BRANCH 457

ST. PATRICK’S

: EVERYONE 15 WELCOME!




by Bonnie MacPherson

A yoga studio was not part of the plan
when Lee and Lauren Merrill went
to look at the old bank in New Lowell.

They had been admiring the building
on County Road 9 ever since arriving
in New Lowell in 2021 so when it was
listed for sale, they decided to go and
take a look.

“The property was zoned multi-use
commercial,” according to Lee, “so we
were imagining that we would buy it
as an investment, rent the ground floor
to a business and get a tenant for the
apartment upstairs.”

All that changed when they walked
through the door.

“The feeling was amazing,” said
Lauren. “The space was so warm and
welcoming. New Lowell is our home,
where we’re going to grow our family
and we thought this would be a great
place to create some sort of community
hub.”

Enter Lee’s sister, Kendal Merrill
who has operated Strong Studio, a
fitness facility in Orangeville for the
past four years.

When Lee and Lauren invited her
to come and look at the building, she
immediately spotted the potential.
With minimal cosmetic changes, the
space would be perfect for a yoga and
wellness studio, with a focus on social
connection.

“We’re offering a range of classes
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The Vault unlocks potential for health and wellness

Staff photo: Bonnie MacPherson

Lee and Lauren Merrill, along with Lee’s sister Kendal Merrill, have named
their newly opened yoga and wellness studio situated in the historic bank

building in New Lowell, The Vault.

from beginner yoga to advanced
body sculpting,” said Kendal. “I’'m
a fully certified fitness instructor,
personal trainer and nutritionist, and
we have hired five local teachers.
Some of our classes are capped at six
participants. Some allow up to eight
people. Currently, we’re running 12-
14 classes per week, and eventually,

The Big
Book
Bash
is back!

Saturday May 2, 2026
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Creemore Station on the Green

We're looking for donations
of gently read fiction and non-
fiction books, hardcover and
paperbacks — and puzzles!

DROP-OFF: Starting March 13

at the Creemore Echo
For info or book pick-up: Kate (416) 460-1154

In support of:

@5
Creemore

STATION ON THE GREEN

that will probably increase to about 20
classes.”

Kendal said they don’t want to take
on too much, or grow too quickly.

“We want to fill a need,” she said.
“Whether you’re new to the fitness
world or just getting back into it, our
instructors will be there for support.
Getting into a fitness program can be

TAKE PART!

MAKE SOME ART!

ARTISTS OF ALL AGES AND TALENTS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE.

HERE’S HOW TO GET INVOLVED:

Step 1. Visit the Creemore Echo to
register and receive your 10"x10” panel.

FEE $25

Step 2: Create your work of art in any
medium - painting, drawing, printing,

collage, photography...

Step 3: Return your finished artwork to
the Echo before Saturday, April 18 at 4pm

Step 4: Attend the show at Gallery Lagom

to see your work on display

daunting so we will be a sounding
board and a shoulder to lean on. For
me, the feeling of knowing you are a
big part of someone’s fitness journey
is very rewarding.”

As amother of three young children
with a busy life, Lauren has found it
challenging to find a place nearby with
a class schedule that worked for her.
She also wanted to restore the bank
building as a community hub.

“More than just a place to work on
your fitness, The Vault will be a place
to make connections,” said Lauren.
“We’ve only been open since Feb.
9, and already we see relationships
forming. This building has been a
mainstay of the community for a long
time, and we want to build on that
heritage.”

She said it is too soon to think about
expanding to additional locations
although that may happen down the
road.

“It’s not about money or franchising,”
she said. “We want to pour our hearts
into this and make it something really
special.”

Individual fitness classes cost $25
per one-hour session. The Merrills
are also exploring the possibility of
renting out the studio space for private
gatherings.

Information on classes can be found
at the-vault-yoga-wellness-social.
square.site.
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OPINION

HEALTH

Make sure your March Break
souvenir isn’'t measles

March Break often involves travel and gatherings,
making it an important time for families to review and
update their children’s immunizations. With increased
measles activity in many travel destinations,
the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit urges
families to ensure all members are up to date with
their measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine
and other vaccines. Adults and children who are
not protected against measles and certain other
communicable diseases may be excluded from child
care, school or work for a period of time if the disease
occurs in our community.

The measles vaccine is safe and highly effective,
providing about 97 per cent protection after two
doses. In Ontario, children receive the MMR vaccine
at one year of age and again at four years as part
of the province’s routine immunization schedule.
If you need a vaccination, contact your health care
provider or book an appointment online at a health
unit immunization clinic in Barrie, Collingwood,
Cookstown, Gravenhurst, Huntsville, Midland, or
Orillia.

Measles is increasing worldwide, with more
countries reporting cases. Outbreaks are currently
occurring in several countries, including Mexico and
the United States, and as of Feb. 16, Heath Canada
reported 192 measles cases combined in Alberta,
Manitoba, Quebec and Ontario this year.

Travelling internationally can increase the risk of
exposure to measles and bringing the virus home.
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health and the
health unit recommend ensuring your immunizations
are up to date, including two doses of MMR by age
five before travelling.

People born before 1970 in Canada are presumed
immune due to circulating measles in Canada at
that time. However, if they are travelling outside
of Canada and have never had measles infection or
measles vaccine, it is prudent to have one dose.

Measles most often affects young children, but
anyone who is not fully immunized is at risk. The
virus spreads when an infected person coughs or
sneezes and the virus can float in the air for up to
two hours.

Symptoms begin seven to 21 days after exposure
and include fever, runny nose, cough, irritability, red
eyes, and sometimes small white spots in the mouth.

Three to seven days after symptoms begin, a
red, blotchy rash appears on the face and then
spreads down the body. Complications can include
ear infections, pneumonia, diarrhea, encephalitis
(swelling of the brain) and occasionally death in the
very young.

Infants aged six to 11 months of age who will
be travelling to areas with increased measles
transmission in discussion with their health care
provider can get an early first dose.

For more information about measles and
vaccination, visit smdhu.org.

s Feedback

Feedback and old photos welcome
info@creemore.com

call 705-466-9906

fax 705-466-9908

THE WAY WE WERE

»
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Jay C. Brown — first car in Creemore ¢.1913. Submitted by Kathy Belcourt, courtesy of Simcoe
County Archives.

COMMUNITY

A village tradition worth sharing

In a small village like Creemore, a book sale is
never just about books.

Yes, there are tables filled with novels, biographies,
cookbooks, children’s stories, and the ever-popular
jigsaw puzzles. But what people often remember
most is the feeling in the room — neighbours chatting
over a table of paperbacks, someone pressing a
favourite novel into a stranger’s hands with the
words, “You have to read this.”

For many years, Creemore enjoyed exactly that
kind of gathering through a beloved community book
sale. When the long-time organizer passed away,
many wondered if the tradition might quietly end.

Instead, something else has happened.

Many of the volunteers who helped run the earlier
sales have stepped forward again, joined by others
eager to lend a hand. Together they are bringing the
event back as the Creemore Book Bash, taking place
May 2 at Station on the Green.

If the planning so far is any indication, the
community spirit that powered the earlier sales is
very much alive. Volunteers have been organizing,
sorting, and spreading the word, all with the shared
goal of creating an event that belongs to the whole
village.

Part of the charm of a small-town book sale is the
discovery. Someone finds a novel they loved years
ago and insists a neighbour read it. A child carefully

chooses a book to take home.

Someone else leaves with a stack of gently used
jigsaw puzzles, long a favourite feature of the sale.

And there is also a practical side. The organizers
hope the Book Bash will help make books —
especially children’s books — accessible and
affordable for families. A few dollars can go a long
way toward building a young reader’s bookshelf.
Preparations are already underway. Advertisements
have begun appearing in The Creemore Echo, and the
Echo office is serving as a drop-off point for donated
books and puzzles in the weeks leading up to the sale.
If you have books you’ve enjoyed and are ready to
pass along — or a puzzle that deserves another round
— consider adding them to the collection.

Because in the end, the real story of a book sale
like this is not the books themselves.

It’s the people who bring them together.

— Submitted by Kate Hunter-Badger on behalf of
volunteer organizers.

Note: Drop-off books at The Creemore Echo, 3
Caroline St. W. between the hours of 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. Monday to Saturday. The office is closed
Sunday. Please do not leave books on the stoop.

The May 2 book sale will be from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Proceeds go to Station on the Green.

Send letters to the editor fo editor@creemore.com. Al letrers must be signed with the writer’s fill name
and include a phone number (which will not be printed,) Deadline is 5 p.m. on Tiesdays.

We appreciate submissions for our They Way We Were feature. Bring in your old photos and we will scan
them and get right back fo you. We also accept submissions by e-mail to editor@creemore.com. Thank you.
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Agoregate is fundamental to everyday life

by Sharon Armstrong
In response to the March 6 editorial
“Pause new pits and fix the system.”

Aggregate — stone, sand and
gravel — is essential to building and
maintaining our communities, so it
is understandable that people care
deeply about how these resources
are managed. At the same time,
discussions about aggregate benefit
from being grounded in the full
context of the available data and how
the provincial system actually works.

The article refers to the Ministry of
Natural Resources’ 2024 Aggregate
Supply and Demand Study, which
estimated remaining reserves in
licensed sites in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe at approximately 6.2
billion tonnes. However, the study
itself clearly notes that this estimate
is based on a desktop analysis and
comes with important limitations.
Such studies can include areas where
the aggregate may be low quality,
uneconomic to extract, or in some
cases not actually present. As the study
explains, these limitations “would
tend to exaggerate or overestimate the
actual reserves available.”

The report also examined aggregate
quality through a survey of producers
and found that only about 20 per cent
of sites contain material suitable for
producing the high-quality stone

required for asphalt and concrete
used in roads, bridges and buildings.
The study further concluded that
current trends support concerns about
shortages of aggregate close to market,
particularly in fast-growing areas.

The article also suggests that Ontario
has licensed far more aggregate
than we use annually. Ontario’s
annual consumption is approximately
164 million tonnes, which closely
reflects what producers supply each
year. Aggregate producers typically
maintain only modest stockpiles,
usually enough to carry supply through
the winter months until construction
resumes in the spring.

While there may be a significant
amount of licensed reserve capacity,
those reserves are intended to ensure
a long-term supply of aggregate
for Ontario’s future infrastructure
needs. This is important because
obtaining approval for a new pit
or quarry can often take 10 years
or more. Sites proposed today are
intended to supply materials that will
be needed as development grows and
Ontario implements its $223 billion
infrastructure investment plan.

It is also important to remember that
aggregate must be located relatively
close to where it is used. Transporting
stone, sand and gravel long distances
significantly increases costs, traffic

and greenhouse gas emissions. For
that reason, pits and quarries tend to
be distributed across the province in
areas where suitable resources exist.

Simcoe County itself is one of the
fastest-growing regions in Ontario,
with significant investment in housing
and infrastructure across communities
such as Collingwood, Wasaga Beach
and Clearview Township. Meeting
those needs requires a reliable supply
of construction materials.

Aggregate is also more fundamental
to everyday life than many people
realize. On average, each Ontarian
uses about 12 tonnes of stone, sand and
gravel every year in the infrastructure
that supports modern life. A typical
single-family home requires roughly
400 tonnes of aggregate in its
foundation, concrete, pipes, driveway
and the roads that lead to it.

Ontario’s aggregate industry
operates within a comprehensive
regulatory framework. Before a
site can operate, it must undergo
detailed technical review that can
include hydrogeological studies,
environmental assessments, noise and
dust modelling, and land-use planning
approvals. Once operating, sites must
comply with numerous provincial
statutes governing environmental
protection, rehabilitation, and
operational standards.
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cHARTWell

Experience

GEORGIAN
TRADITIONS

retirement residence

Chartwell Georgian Traditions
in Collingwood

This boutique-style residence offers personalized support,
spacious suites, and engaging programs in a warm, traditional
setting—where every detail is designed to bring comfort,
connection, and a genuine sense of home.

Visit Chartwell.com/georgiantraditions to book your tour.

CHARTWELL GEORGIAN TRADITIONS
57 Trott Boulevard, Collingwood | 705-532-9979

The Auditor General’s report
referenced in the article did identify
areas where improvements to oversight
were recommended. However, it also
acknowledged that the Ministry
of Natural Resources has made
progress in several areas, including
improvements to compliance planning,
risk management, and the recruitment
and training of inspectors. Many of the
recommendations related to oversight
are either completed or currently
underway.

Discussions about aggregate can
sometimes become polarized, but the
reality is that Ontario must balance
environmental protection, community
interests and the need to build essential
infrastructure. Ensuring a responsible
supply of aggregate — particularly
close to where it is needed — is an
important part of that balance.

A surprising fact: after water,
aggregate (sand and gravel) is the
most widely used natural resource in
the world — and ensuring a responsible
supply of it will remain essential to
building Ontario’s future.

Sharon Armstrong is Executive
Director of the Ontario Stone,
Sand and Gravel Association, a
not-for-profit industry association
representing over 280 aggregate
producers and suppliers.
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Proponent says risk focus is a
barrier to economic prosperity

Planners hope for new
approach to EP zones

(Continued from page 1)

staff, the draft Official Plan amendment and draft
Zoning Bylaw will be published in advance of a
public meeting.”

The hope is to hold the public meeting later in the
spring, after determining if planners can proceed
with their proposed solutions.

At the Feb. 9 council meeting, Aston had appeared
optimistic about new approaches to the EP zonesby
way of environmental overlays.

“We believe that’s going to provide a positive
response to the number of comments we received
on the first draft of the bylaw...” said Aston. “Not
to say we’re minimizing environmental protection,
it’s just a different approach. Now, landowners can
use their properties within what we’ll be calling a
greenlands or EP overlay.”

“We want the public to understand we have been
addressing their concerns,” said planner Rosalyn
Workman at the Feb. 9 meeting.

Comments are still being accepted via www.
clearview.ca/ZBLReview, where residents can also
view an interactive map that shows their property’s
current zoning and the zoning proposed during the
fist draft of the bylaw review.

Luxury.

[t's not a
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Sothebys
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BONNIE MACPHERSON
GROUP 05 416 4 77901

Next exit:

by Trina Berlo

Monica Branigan is hoping to break down barriers
for other farmers who want to add on-farm diversified
uses (OFDUSs) to their agribusinesses after finding the
planning process discouraging and cost prohibitive.

Branigan shared her experience with members of
Clearview Township council on Monday during a
delegation. The crux of her plea to council and staff
is to look to the overall community benefits of on-
farm diversified uses as a balanced approach when
assessing risk.

“If you’re only looking for risk, you’re only going
to see risk,” she said.

It is her experience that the risk focus creates an
expensive reliance on consultants, underutilization
of staff expertise, and a decrease in economic
opportunities and revenue.

In Clearview Township, on-farm diversified uses
require site plan approval under the township’s Site
Plan Control Bylaw, although its Official Plan is more
interpretive on the matter and the new draft Zoning
Bylaw proposes many OFDUs and Agriculture-
Related Uses as a right.

MYLAR & LORETAS .H
E HOUSE OF SUSTENANCES AND CHEER |
- 4 Private Dining Rooms
Catering & Take Out

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, ON
Call for reservations (705) 445-1247

Making the meeting

We're building the Bradford Bypass
to make your commute faster

Ontario is building new highways, upgrading

roads and improving transit across the province
to make your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Branigan said she has been mired in the planning
process for two years and still hasn’t been allowed
a change of use that would permit her to operate a
farm related home business.

She hopes to offer workshops on her Fairgrounds
Road farm on the topics of land stewardship, climate
action and nature connection.

The plan is to run the workshops in her barn and
on the property’s existing trails, up to three sessions
per week with eight visitors staying for 2.5 hours.
As a result, she has been going through a site plan
approval process that her planner said was on scale
with building a Walmart. Branigan is calling on
township officials to create a separate site plan stream
for on-farm diversified uses that would be more
suited to the small scale of the proposed operation.

Pointing out that agriculture is identified as a core
business in Clearview and that 32 per cent of farms
are 69 acres or less in size, she said, “[Farmers] need
this opportunity to make additional money and right
now, the process makes it prohibitive.”

She said it is her expectation that many OFDUs

(Continues on next page)

Creemore

Free Public Skate

FRIDAYS 4:30-5:50
Come out and enjoy

, Some ice time with the
whole family!

Courtesy of Caroline Mcintosh Real Estate




(Continued from page 6)

are operating in the township without
having gone through a planning
process for that reason.

She said she has already spent
$50,000 during the permitting process,
below the $150,000 or more originally
estimated.

“I'hope I have reduced your litigation
risk although I don’t understand why
my business is risky,” said Branigan.
“The only winner here is the consulting
industry.”

“I think that the current system does
not distinguish between OFDU and
subdivision development,” Branigan
told The Echo during a site visit. “They
don’t have the tools to scale down the
development.”

“There is no recognition of benefit
to the community,” she said. “They
just see it from a risk perspective yet
they can’t articulate the liability risk.”

As aretired palliative care physician,
Branigan said, “I spent my life taking
care of people. We came here and fell
in love with the land and now I’'m
taking care of the land.”

An effort has been made to
rejuvenate the land by converting
12 acres into a tall grass prairie to
create wildlife habitat and pasture for
cattle. The rest of the property has a
diverse forest plantation and a restored
wetland.

Branigan said she initiated the
planning process in June of 2023 with
the idea of building a barn from which

e
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Resident hopes to ease pathways to OFDUs

Staff photo: Trina Berlo

Monica Branigan says she has faced many barriers when trying to
establish an on-farm diversified use home business in her barn located

on Fairgrounds Road.

to run her business. She said, “I made
the mistake of being honest.”

The barn was constructed in 2024.

“I am hoping for other people not to
have to go through this process,” she
said. “The more ridiculous you make
the process, people are not going to
engage with the township.”

She is hoping to see a change in the
system and a shift in the mindset that
OFDU is a big risk.

At the conclusion of Branigan’s
council presentation, staff said they

f"#ezmc,

May your troubles be less, your
blessings be more, and nothing but
happiness come through your door.

TERRY B

DOWDALL "?|

1-866-435-1809
TerryDowdallmp.ca
Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca

would take her comments under
advisement and that work is being
done to better incorporate OFDUs into
the planning and development process.

Mayor Doug Measures said he
appreciated her appeal for the township
to focus on permissions.

“From a customer service point of
view it has always been my objective
to ask all our staff to find a way,” he
said. “That’s what we want... to find
a way to get our citizens to where they
need to be.”

Amrize seeks site
plan amendment for
Avening Pit

A commenting period is now open
on the Environmental Registry of
Ontario (ERO) with regard to proposed
changes to the site plan to facilitate an
expansion to the existing 148-hectare
Avening Pit, in operation since 1999.

Amrize Canada Inc. seeks to extract
below the water table in a portion of
the northern setback, which is adjacent
to land owned by Amrize, formerly
Lafarge Canada Inc.

Application has been made by
Amrize Canada Inc. to amend the
current site plan. The change would
remove a portion of the 15-metre
northern setback. This change would
allow for the site to connect with
the adjacent proposed below water
expansion connecting the two pits into
a single operation.

The proposed annual tonnage limit
for the new pit, referred to as the
86.1-hectare Oster Pit, in combination
with the existing pit is 450,000 tonnes.
The operation will utilize existing
infrastructure (entrance/ exit, haul
route, drainage courses, settling pond
and monitoring network).

The consultation for ERO number
025-1422 closes at 11:59 p.m. on
March 31.

A public meeting was held in 2017 in
advance of the property being rezoned
from agriculture to extractive industrial
below water.

PURPLE HILLS ARTS & HERITAGE SOCIETY
PRESENTS

Jung Tsai

Daniel Rajmattan

VIOLIN / GUITAR DUO
SUN. MARCH 29 AT 2 PM
ST.JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH,
CREEMORE

CHAMBER

USIC

WATCH FOR
INFORMATION
ABOUT

THE OCTET

SUN, 12 APR

TICKET PRICES
$40 PER CONCERT / $45 AT THE DOOR

FOR TICKETS, VISIT PHAHS.CA
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We smell
lemons
a mile away.

pu——
Get your used vehicle
inspected today.

IF YOUR CAR COULD TALK

ITWOULD ASKFOR US BY NAME

Call for a quote
or appointment

705 466 9950
104 Edward St. E.
Creemore

. | [ | Licensed
_wsji'. - ! D&EEI:WE-:I

email your resume to:
info@edleimgardtcontracting.com

CREEMORE
“\. CURLING
# CLuB
STANDINGS
Daytime
Team win-loss-tie

Meulendyk 4-2-1
Gallaugher 3-3-1
Loranger 3-4-0
Lambert 3-4-0

From the Hack: On Monday, Ed,
skip of Team Meulendyk, managed a
superb draw shot, past three guards,
to outscore Team Loranger in the
fourth end. Unfortunately for them,
Tammy, Steve, Karen, and Michael
stepped up their game in the second
half, to secure the win. Team Lambert
fell to the excellent shot-making
from Team Gallaugher. Big wins for
Teams Lambert and Meulendyk on
Wednesday. Good curling everyone!

Mixed

Team win-loss
Fuller 3-0
Crevier 3-0
Giffen 1-2
McArthur 1-2
Dunford 1-2

Meulendyk 0-3

Ladies

Team win-loss-tie
Millsap 3-0-1
Jeffrey 2-1-1
Meulendyk 2-1-1

Scime 1-2-1
Fuller 1-3-0

Leimgardt 1-3-0

From the Hack: There was plenty of
sweeping on Monday night as teams
battled through heavy ice conditions.
Chantelle clearly put her Sunday
practice to good use, delivering some
strong shots for her team. Gayle
continued her winning streak with
several impressive draws, while Team
Meulendyk and Team Scime’s game
went back and forth before Team
Meulendyk secured the win with a big
end. Good curling, everyone!

Men

Team win-loss-tie
Verstegen 3-1-0
Fuller 3-1-0
Woodhouse 3-1-0
Crevier 2-2-0

Cass 1-2-1
Mcleod 1-2-1
Deslippe 1-3-0
Stephens 1-3-0

SEND LOCAL SPORTS REPORTS
AND SCORES TO

editor@creemore.com

Ed Leimgardt Contracting is a family-run construction company with over 35
years of experience specializing in high-end custom homes and renovations.
We take pride in quality craftsmanship and a strong team environment.
Now hiring multiple full time positions:

CARPENTER

Responsibilities:

Works with a site team to successfully
execute projects

« Framing and other aspects of home
building through all project stages

+ General carpentry

« Interior finish and trim carpentry
Install exterior finishes and custom
flashings

« Install windows and doors

« Working in both outside and inside
construction conditions

CARPENTER’S HELPER

Responsibilities:
Assist carpenters with measuring,
cutting, and assembling

» General rough construction duties

» Load, unload, and organize
construction materials on site.

+ Maintain a clean, safe, and organized
job site
Follow instructions from site
supervisor and adhere to all safety
procedures

Qualifications:

The ideal candidate would posess
strong attention to detail and
craftsmanship, be motivated and
enthusiastic. Ability to work with a
team and take direction.
Independently manage daily tasks.
Share a passion for carpentry and a
willingness to learn about new &
advanced building methods.

Minimum 5 years experience

Qualifications:

The ideal candidate would be
motivated and enthusiastic. Have
the ability to work with a team and
take direction. Interested in
carpentry and construction.
Willingness to learn about new &
advanced building methods

1-2 years experience

ED LEIMGARDT

CONTRACTING
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NEW LOWELL LEGIONx KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS
i - PRESENTS -

BRANCH 516 ' -
SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!

E U EN I S r- MAR 19- 20 - COIN & CURRENCY SALE
se@ed Features: A large assortment of coins incl. 1865-1888 CDN

Newfoundland Gold Eight Coin Set; 1988 RCM Calgary Olympic Winter
MAR VETERANS Games $20 Silver Coin; 1962 CDN Silver Dollar; 1968 CDN 25 Cent
Coins; 1918 CDN Sovereign Gold Coin; RCM Double Dollar Proof Sets;
'I 5 COFFEE BREAK RCM Mint Sets incl. ‘The End of the Second World War’ and ‘My Canada,
1P.M.TO 3 P.M. My Inspiration’; Rolls of 1981 RCM $1 Terry Fox Coins and 2004 RCM 25
Cent ‘Lest We Forget’ Coins; 1883-1921 U.S. Silver Morgan Dollar;
MAR DROPIN $2-$10 CDN CCCS & BCS Graded Banknotes; 1917-1988 $1-$100 CDN
Banknotes; 1954 CDN $1-$20 Devil's Face Banknote; 1935 CDN Bank of
16 CORNHOLE Commerce $5 Banknote; 1915-1920 CDN Large Pennies; Ancient &
. International Coins; and so much more.
Blackburn MAR BINGO
2 2 0 MAR 25-27 - The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction
our original for Militaria and Firearms
organic gardener, o MAR DROPIN APR 10 - Antiques, Collectible and
forever a teacher, Quality Household Items
descendant of the 2 3 CORNHOLE APR 17 - Canvas, Carvings and Keepsakes
; 2 GUYS WITH APR 24 - The Springtime Tool & Equipment Sale
founders of
: 27 GUITARS MAY 1 - The Locked & Loaded Handgun Auction
Creemore who has m MAY 8 - Toys, Toys and more Toys
brought history to APR CLOSED MAY 15 - Strike It Rich: The Coins & Currency Auction
life. You are the , 3 (GOOD FR'DAY) MAY 26-30 - Straight Shooter Sale
model of guod Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
livi d A P R BI NGO Joining our Referral Rewards Program?
Iving and an Give us a call to get started.
1 7 Call, text or email anytime!

insgpiration to all.
Call: 519-288-2228 | Text Only: 519-938-1315

Lots of love, . ) Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com
Alex & Peggy leglo nb r516@gma| l.com www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

FUN

ACROSS
1. Large group of relatives
5. Coatof
9. Pale sandy colour
10

. The end of life
12. Once in a while
13. Medicine chest door,

usually
15. Out of sorts
SudOkll by Barbara Simpson 16. Welcome words to a
hitchhiker
4 5 18. Adam’s wife
19. Symbol of a country
6 21. Group of games in
tennis
22. It goes from stem to
stern
23. Physical features of a
4 piece of land
25. Vestibule
26. Calm excited feelings
28. Supply used as it is

705-424-1621

1 2 3 |4 6 |7 8
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needed DOWN 22. Work dough with the
7 31. Grown with natural 1. Place for a wine hands
fertilizers collection 24. Invite
6 3 35. T, on some tests 2. Movable cover 25. Humpty Dumpty is one
36. On the contrary 3. Full of excitement 27. Skilled worker
37. Cooked thoroughly 4. An opponent that 28. Put your foot down
Answers on page 11 38. Take in food cannot be beaten 29. Wedding dress part
39. Assume as a fact 5. Come clean 30. Make illegal
41. Place for a hospital 6. Bridle strap 32. Drug a racehorse to
F R E D ,S F U N N I ES patient 7. Cause damage to prevent it from winning
42. Strong supporter 8. Address part 33. Chemically unreactive
o 44. Gloomy 9. Favourite at the ball 34. Surrender
Whu' dld the P“ddle Sﬂy to 46. Lacking experience 11. Be suspended 36. Uninterested
* 9 47. One who lives outside 12. Put through a sieve 39. Macadamize
the rain: the parental home 14. Be dependent on 40. Kind of list
o ollle 48. Lawn intruder 17. Flimsy 43. Be recumbent
”| I'hlnk Ilm fl"lng Up!” 49. Protuberance 20. Prayer of thanks said 45. Strong brewed coffee
at a meal (slang)

Trivia: What is the term for the spring rise in water levels,
including the breakup of river ice due to melting snow and ice?
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MEN’S BONSPIEL

WINNING TEAM

The Creemore Curling Club held
its annual men’s bonspiel this past
Saturday. It was a great day of
curling thanks to our volunteers,
sponsors and all the guys who
came out to curl. Special thanks
to Christina for catering two
wonderful meals. Congratulations
to the winners: Team Latimer,
pictured from left, Tim Cook,
second, Darren Placido, Vvice,
Adam McCulloch, lead, and
Mike Latimer, skip (absent).

Contributed photo

Canadian Ski Patrol hosts first aid
competition at Highlands Nordic

The Canadian Ski Patrol hosted a first aid skills
competition at Highlands Nordic on Feb. 22.

The President’s Cup First Aid Competition
showcases the talent of volunteer ski patrollers from
resorts across Central Zone, a region encompassing
Toronto, Barrie, Collingwood and surrounding areas.

Competitors are challenged to complete a series
B of skill, teamwork, and speed testing simulations

Glenc airn inspire.d by real, and sometimes, life-threatening
705-424-6697

“Volunteer patrol is always a ‘team sport’, but the
For Reliable Service

scenarios being tested at President’s Cup demand
Tank Truck Delivery of Furnace & Stove Oil

extraordinary problem solving and precision under
pressure. Every team that competes today represent
the best of the best,” said Matthew Werrell, Canadian
Ski Patrol central zone president.

The winning team will receive a free trip to Big
White Ski Resort in Kelowna B.C. to represent
Ontario at the Canadian Ski Patrol, National First Aid
competition in March.

Contributed photo

The winning team from Snow Valley Resort, from
left, Brenda Lynch, Catarina Spinelli, Cedric
Tam, pictured with Matthew Werrell, Canadian
Ski Patrol central zone president, will go on to
B.C. later this month to compete nationally.

e Service Directory e

Creemore.com

CRAVITHSUNFOIER ok -
i 11, NE] % SQMS A Welding & Repairs Keith C. Boulter
., " -\_‘solar generation . Maclhinefskk)lop Facility LAW O FFl C E n
[~ s High quality fabrication Lk
for energy savings and income 7685 County Rd 91 Welding solutions » CNC plasma cutting B GRAVEL RIDGE
o i : -Monday to Frida . . 2
professlqgally deSIgned = 8%I;l(.)lioa::;)dpf(r)r:SI;/:urc(lia;’Stersicg ’ 172 Mill St. 1 Suite E, Creemore
installed 705-428-0131 Don Brearey * howiewelding.ca KCB@*keithboulterlaw.com S e sy S
J-Eff Wllllams * 466-5741 705-466-2149 705-466-5454 WWW_GI;AU‘E-LIHDGE_{TA
Residential/ General

CREWSON

INSURANCE BROKERS

T. NASH

E ELg ;

@":—;}\}\ commercial
2 ;

:‘Tl C[ S electrical

LR ot

Licenced & lnswred

PLUMBING

Servicing Creemore

v service
planning,
installation,

-
Practise of Law
X % Mediation and Alternative
/1N /1% Dispute Resolution
I Ay i Ay
www.ferrislaw.ca
— )

and repair

ERCA/ESA Licence #7015138

creemoreelectrical.ca

705-623-7514

1-(800) 392-1151

crewsoninsurance.com

Shelburne - Wasaga Beach - Mount Forest

and surrounding area

(705) 466-5807

Licensed and insured

John L. Ferris

Megan L. Celhoffer 190 Mill Street

705-466-3888

105-466-5849

ROCKandLAND

forestry mulching
land clearing

excavator services

rockandlandskidsteer.com

705-305-2817

e R A I ll“ G‘Jﬂﬂ
blairpabla@bpaluminumrailings.com
Frea Estimates - Seniors Discounts Available

705-444-3407

i 1% 00 Faehaok

PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Landscaping | Excavating | Fencing
Property & Building Maintenance

ayden Contracting

Reno and Handyman
Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, Doors, Trims,
Drywall, Taping, Painting,
Decks and more
416-887-9239 Kaeron

Local tree experts
@ Qualitytree.ca

& 905-873-6882

P
NEWPORT MASONRY

BRICK « CONCRETE - STONE
DECKS & FENCES
INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS

DOMINIC GERAGHTY

647.704.6851

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

=g

™\ —
CAPSTONE X
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

Interior & Exterior
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Decks * Basements
Tiling * Flooring * Drywall e We do it all ...
FULLY INSURED ~ A+BBB RATING
Local Company

705-440-3336

TO BE PART OF THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
CONTACT NATALIE
SALES@CREEMORE.COM

705-466-9906
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Submit your classified ad by 5 p.m. Tuesday:
call 705-466-9906, fax 705-466-9908,

email sales@creemore.com

$20 + hst for 25 words or less

SERVICES
ELLIOTT PAINTING AND
DECORATING, over 30 years

experience with excellent references.
Interior and exterior painting. Now
booking for spring. Call for free
estimate at 705-466-2356.

WHITLEY FENCE builds and
repairs all types of agricultural or
residential fences. Cedar rail, equine
paddocks, dog pens, farm fence,
post install, gate supply and install.
Call Clay 705-627-8900 or email
claytonwhitleyprojects@gmail.com.
NOW BUILDING DECKS.

BARN RENOVATIONS, beam
replacements, stone and poured
concrete, all types of roofing repairs,
new siding and flooring, jacking up
barns, new steel roofs. All types of
horse and cattle fencing. Custom
barn and shed painting. All types of
excavation and demolition. Contact
647-248-8987. Servicing local area.

Retired PLUMBER, 54 years
experience. Fully licensed and
insured. Service only. Clearing drains,
repairs, replacing fixtures. Call Bruce
for free estimate, 705-734-8372.

LADY PAINTER Quality indoor
painting with excellent references.
Call Janis at 705-441-4150 for free
estimate, or email janis.wilson64@
yahoo.ca.

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS Bamn
repairs and jack ups; stonewall and
brick repointing; cement repairs and
parging. Contact Aaron, 416-666-0104.

RENOVATIONS AND HOME
PROJECTS made easy. Carpentry,
yard work and home repairs. Leblond
Project Management. Call or text Matt
Leblond 705-888-2012.

No job is too small. Just name it, we
do it! Anyone in need of transportation
for shopping, medical, etc., service
can be provided. Now seeking winter
and spring jobs, power washing
decks, etc. For best in gardening,
pruning, leaf blowing, painting, patio
stone and brick work, tree cutting,
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,
spring cleaning and where beauty is
concerned call Desmond at Herron’s
Landscaping 705-430-6613 or 705-
606-6633 or email herronslandscaping
563@gmail.com.

This week’s answers
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Trivia: spring freshet

SERVICES
Beautiful Food. Thoughtful Gathering.
Artful PRIVATE MEALS and
intimate culinary experiences
with Alissa of The Contemplative
Cook. Cooking classes and weekly
seasonal meals also available.
TheContemplativeCook.com.

FOR RENT
ONE-BEDROOM AND TWO-
BEDROOM APARTMENTS
available for rent at 149-151 Mill
St. in Creemore. Newly renovated.
Fridge/stove included. Open concept.
Eat-in kitchen. Parking available.
Hydro not included. No laundry. No
smokers/pets. If interested, call 705-
466-3635 to arrange a viewing.

WANTED
Local Creemore family looking for
LONG-TERM HOUSE RENTAL
in the Creemore area. Looking for a
3-4 bedroom home. If you have a
property for rent please email brodie.
deruiter@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
Creemore Ladies Auxiliary are
making TURKEY OR BEEF POT
PIES. $5 each. Please call Laura 705-
466-2462 to order before March 20,
2026. Pick-up Mar. 28 after 3 p.m.

HELP WANTED IN MEMORIAM
SERVICE WRITER- Norris, Harold - In memory of a
FRONT COUNTER tough old guy who left us on March

11, 2018 after a fight. Your strength
and patience allowed us to grow
to who we are today. We miss you
and wish you didn’t have to go.
Always remembered by Kathy and the
Norris family.

Steer Enterprises Ltd is searching
for a Service Writer. This position
will play a crucial role in ensuring
excellent customer service and
scheduling repair work as a member
of our Service Team. Knowledge of
the industry is an asset. Outgoing
personality, customer service
oriented and strong computer skills
are essential.

This position is open to both
experienced and entry level
applicants. It is a full-time position
with a competitive wage and benefits.

Apply to judith@steer.ca or
call 705-466-2600

Classifieds work!

email - sales@creemore.com

Call 705-466-9906
Submit online at
www.creemore.com, or drop
into The Creemore Echo office.

stoneledoe

QUALITY HORSE HAY
Year Round Delivery

Ski-Season Rental
Wasaga Beach

« 4-bedroom, 4 bathroom furnished family
home

« Sauna, garage parking, storage

« 20 minutes to Blue Mountain, Osler,

Alpine, Craigleith, Devil’s Glen

5 minutes to Beach Area 6

$3,000/month + gas & hydro

December 1, 2026 to March 31, 2027

Free internet, ploughed driveway

Email rentWB11@gmail.com

647-224-9500

TELL THE
TOWN WITH A
CLASSIFIED AD

CONTACT NATALIE
SALES@CREEMORE.COM
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2020
AI“tISt'

Interested in showing and
selling your art this fall?

Now is the time to apply to

be an Artist on Location!
DEADLINE:

CREEMORE "'
ARTS FEST §

OCTOBER 2-4,2026 [u]

For more information and to apply

www.phahs.ca/creemore-arts-fest
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
pipelines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready with
a plan to protect Ontario. We're building to bring opportunity,
good jobs and growth home to our province.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O t -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n a r I o




